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Witness 
call over 
robbers 
at Co-op 

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses after armed 
robbers wielding crowbars 
targeted a Co-op store in 
Willenhall. 

The thugs hit a female 
shop worker before fleeing 
with alcohol and cigarettes 
in the robbery at the branch 
in Coppice Farm, Willen¬ 
hall - the latest in a string of 
terrifying raids at conven¬ 
ience stores. Police were 
called to the shop in Essing- 
ton Road at around 4.15pm 
on Sunday - around 15 
minutes after it closed. 

Deb Edmonds, spokes¬ 
woman for West Midlands 
Police, said a worker had 
been hit during the robbery. 
“Four men armed with crow¬ 
bars went into the shop and 
stole a quantity of alcohol 
and cigarettes,” she said. 

“A female member of staff 
was hit to the head but did 
not suffer serious injuries.” 

Police carried out door-to- 
door inquiries in the area 
and have launched an appeal 
for anyone with information 
to come forward. 

Helen Seed, spokes¬ 
woman for The Co-operative 
Food, said: “CCTV footage 
has been given to the police, 
who are investigating. We 
would appeal for anyone 
with information to come 
forward.” 

The robbery comes just 10 
days after two other Co-op 
stores were targeted by 
thieves. 

Right note 
for singers 

ORGANISERS of an 
outdoor carol service set to 
take place this weekend are 
hoping that it hits the right 
note with families in Walsall. 

The Carols in the Garden 
celebration will be held on 
Saturday from 5pm in a 
community garden off 
Carless Street in Caldmore. 

It has been organised by 
the Caldmore Village Festi¬ 
val Group. Families are 
being advised to bring 
torches or festive lanterns. 
Anna Rogozinska, commu¬ 
nity organiser, said: “This is 
a great way of bringing the 
community together.” 


CHIEFS' PLEDGE ON 
TROUBLED SCHOOL 


CHIEFS at a Walsall academy, set up 
less than two years ago, have admit¬ 
ted that the school needs to signifi¬ 
cantly improve after inspectors 
recommended that it is put into 
special measures. 

Ofsted said Mims Academy was ‘inadequate’ 
overall with the lowest ratings given in all four 
key areas - achievement of children; teaching 
standards; behaviour and safety and leadership. 


Academy operator Walsall 
College has since confirmed 
an interim head, Mr Dan 
Neal, had been brought in to 
oversee improvements. 

The school has been cam¬ 
paigning for Government 
funds to carry out £500,000 
worth of repairs to its crum¬ 
bling buildings. 

More than 1,200 pupils 
aged three to 19 attend the 
academy across two sites. 

These were previously 
known as Frank F Harrison 
School, in Leamore Lane, 
and Hatherton Primary, in 
Bloxwich Lane, Beechdale. 

The Ofsted report said the 
academy that was created in 
January 2012 ‘requires 
special measures’. 

Weaknesses 

It stated there is low 
attainment in maths and 
English; low pupil atten¬ 
dance with pupil absence 
higher than the national 
average particularly in Years 
10 and 11; bosses did not use 
effective strategies to tackle 
poor behaviour; and that the 
sixth form was inadequate. 

It added that despite 
younger pupils making 
progress in Year 6 and there 
being good support for 
trainee teachers, the leaders 
including the governors had 
not taken quick enough 
action to tackle ‘significant 
weaknesses’ in achieve¬ 
ment. 

In a statement Walsall 
College said the school needs 


by Deborah 
Hardiman 


to significantly improve to 
meet its long-term ambi¬ 
tions. 

It said the governors were 
taking strong and decisive 
actions to address the issues 
and Mr Neal was brought in 
to turn around the 
academy’s fortunes. It said 
the governors were confi¬ 
dent this would bring imme¬ 
diate improvements. 

And the statement added 
the academy was working to 
improve standards in all 
areas ‘whilst learning from 
mistakes made in the past’. 

Interim head Mr Neal 
said: “I have worked in sev¬ 
en schools with over 12 
years’ experience in a lead¬ 
ership role. 

“We have some very clear 
aims to improve standards 
here at The Mirus Academy 
and I am confident that 
pupils and parents alike will 
soon see the progress which 
is already being made.” 

Walsall North MP David 
Winnick, who two months 
ago led a delegation from 
Mirus to ask Schools Minis¬ 
ter David Laws for money to 
revamp buildings, said: “It is 
totally unfair on the pupils 
and staff that the school 
should remain in its present 
situation without any build¬ 
ing work being under¬ 
taken.” 



The spectacular water, light and sound show which celebrated Christmas and the Waterfront project’s completion 


AN EVENTFUL year for Walsall town 
centre was brought to a fitting, colour¬ 
ful climax as a water, light and sound 
show was staged as part of its Christ¬ 
mas celebrations. 

The stunning display also marked 
the completion earlier this year of the 
£65 million Waterfront South regener¬ 
ation project. 

The Magical Waters show, staged 
dozens of times over the course of the 
weekend, illuminated the Walsall canal 
basin,where 322 homes and business 
units have been created. 


The spectacular, sponsored and 
organised by Cannock-based developer 
Jessup, was the highlight of a pro¬ 
gramme of festive attractions that also 
included an ice rink and a Santa’s 
grotto. 

The water show was switched on by 
nine-year-old Nina Brook-Lloyd, the 
winner of a competition to make an 
origami paper boat. 

Youngsters worked on their entries 
in the school half-term at the New Art 
Gallery, which organised the skills 
contest with Walsall Council. Children 


aged up to 16 were invited to take part 
and more than 120 entries were 
received. 

Chief executive Clive Jessup was on 
hand to present prizes to Nina and two 
runners-up. He said: “This five-and- 
half acres of land has now been fully 
developed and this was a fitting way to 
mark its completion.” 

The 48-year-old boss said he remem¬ 
bered being taken as a boy to see the 
Walsall illuminations at the Arbore¬ 
tum and wanted to recapture some¬ 
thing of the event’s magic. 


Survival 
fears for 
clubs with 
fees hike 

SPORTS clubs in Walsall 
today said they may struggle 
to survive if council plans to 
raise the cost of annual fees 
are pushed through. 

Walsall Council has ann¬ 
ounced that annual fees for 
bowls clubs could rise from 
£810 to £6,605 and charges 
paid by children’s football 
teams will be more than 
quadrupled, while cric-ket 
clubs will have to shell out 
double the current amount. 

Costs for junior football 
teams will go up from £382 
to £1,618 and cricket teams 
who pay £1,059 will be hit 
with a £2,893 annual charge. 

Peggy Williams, a 71-year- 
old member of the Brown- 
hills and Oak Park bowling 
club said: “We have 37 
members and most of them 
are over 70. We are being 
urged to do exercise and 
keep fit but how are we sup¬ 
posed to pay these fees?” 

Councillor Anthony 
Harris, leisure and culture 
boss, said: “For a number of 
years the council has heavily 
subsidised the cost of provid¬ 
ing and maintaining outdoor 
grass sports facilities. 

“For example, in the case 
of providing bowling greens 
for six sessions per season, 
the existing charge is £810 
yet the ground maintenance 
costs are in excess of 
£ 6 , 000 .” 

People can still have their 
say by emailing budgetcon- 
sultation@walsall.gov.uk 

New trees 
aretargeted 

A DOZEN trees which were 
newly planted to mark the 
800th anniversary of 
Walsall’s oldest church have 
been vandalised. 

A number of diseased 
trees overshadowing St 
Matthew’s Church in the 
town centre had been 
removed, with replacement 
trees recently planted. 

Council bosses said the 
cost of the damage is 
believed to be £300. Council¬ 
lor Mohammed Arif, Walsall 
Council’s portfolio holder 
for environment, said it was 
‘mindless vandalism’. 


Advertisement 


T his incredible heating 
could be the answer 
to help beat the ever 
increasing energy costs and 
amazingly, it is not, gas or 
oil, or solid fuel - but electric! 
It’s clean, Simple to install, 
Powerful, Economical, and no 
more servicing costs - EVER! 
All you need is a normal 
electricity supply and a plug 
socket and NO standard tariff 
like economy seven. 


In Germany, Austria, 
Eastern Europe and even 
America, more and more 
people are choosing to heat 
their homes and offices with 
this very special form of 
electric heating in preference 
to gas, oil, LPG or any other 
form of conventional central 
heating or economy seven. 

Here in the Midlands more 
and more of our customers 
are making that same 


decision and when you see 
this incredible heating for 
yourself, you could be next! 

The heating looks just like 
a conventional radiator, 
but STOP! It is very, very 
different! 

Put simply, the clunky 
central heating boiler needing 
constant servicing and 
replacement parts isn’t the 
only choice any more! 



Now you can choose to 
heat your homes, offices, 
extensions or conservatories 
with this incredible German 
heating which provides 
individual control over every 
single room without the need 
for a central control or space 
to site a boiler. Now the 
boiler space can also become 
a storage area! 


Installation takes minutes 
and running is completely 
clean, there is no danger of 
leakage, no holes through 
walls, no floorboards up 
and no tradesmen trundling 
around the house wielding 
pipe cutters, hammers, 
wrenches and dirty work- 
boots. This incredible heating 
simply plugs in and that’s it! 
Job Done! You can even do 
just 


one room or the whole 
house! 

Get your free info pack 
right away by calling 
01889 576732. 

Is electric heating expensive 
to run? You’ll be amazed! 
Electric heating has never 
looked like this before, 
however, this is not new, it 
has been a mainstream form 
of heating for a very long 


time in Germany and Austria 
and for many people actually 
in preference to central 
heating with gas, oil or even 
Economy 7 

Discover for yourself 
this incredible German 
heating, get your free info 
pack right away by calling 
Simple Heating Solutions 
on Rugeley: 01889 576732. 
Ask for Martin. 
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Apprentices on project pass 500 mark 


THE number of apprentices 
passing through a council 
project has passed the 500 mark. 

Marcus Tonks, aged 21 from 
Brownhills and Chris Winter, 22 
from Pelsall have been helped by 
Walsall Council to begin an appren¬ 
ticeship in engineering and manu¬ 
facturing with training provider, 
In-Comm. Over the next few 
months, they will be instructed in a 


variety of fabrication and welding 
techniques at In-Comms’ training 
centre in Aldridge, before transfer¬ 
ring across to Walsall manufactur¬ 
ing firm European Heathyards in 
March next year. 

“When I left school I had numer¬ 
ous jobs,” said Mr Tonks, a former 
pupil at Brownhills Common school. 
“I’ve worked in sales, as a labourer 
on a building site and worked long 
hours as a press operator. In 


between jobs I’ve been unemployed 
and was on Job Seekers’ Allowance 
when I applied for the apprentice¬ 
ship. 

Former Shelfield Academy pupil 
Mr Winter said: “I’d left school and 
began labouring on a building site 
and then did a carpentry course at a 
local college and became self- 
employed. 

“But work just dried up and I had 
to sign on for a couple of months. I 


then saw an opportunity to enrol as 
an engineering apprentice with In- 
Comm. 

“I applied for the vacancy and it’s 
a decision I don’t regret as I’m enjoy¬ 
ing what I’m doing.” 

Councillor Adrian Andrew, port¬ 
folio holder for regeneration at 
Walsall Council, said: “It’s one of our 
top priorities to help businesses 
create jobs and opportunities for 
young people in Walsall.” 


Parents' heartbreak as 
son dies of meningitis 


THE devastated parents of Mason Timmins, 
who died after contracting meningitis, have 
said they are determined to keep his memory 
alive as they paid tribute to their ‘fantastic lad’. 

The shock death of the seven-year-old Little 
Bloxwich Primary School pupil sparked a health 
investigation and support was being offered to 
pupils, parents and staff at the school in the wake of 


the tragedy. 

Mason received treatment 
at Walsall Manor Hospital 
and the University Hospital 
of North Staffordshire in 
Stoke before he died on 
December 9. 

His family were with him 
when he died. His father 
Mark said: “I held him until 
I felt his heart stop beating 
and we are all grateful we 
were able to be with him and 
say goodbye. 

“Staff at the Manor and 
Stoke were wonderful and 
did all they could but he had 
such a rare type of meningi¬ 
tis that he couldn’t survive. 
But we want to keep talking 
about him and let everyone 
know how much he meant to 
us all. He was motorbike- 
mad and motocross-mad and 
had a KTM bike. 

Favourite 

“He loved playing on his 
Xbox and was really set in 
his ways. He wore exactly 
what he wanted to wear and 
didn’t care what anyone 
thought. His favourite 
colours were orange and 
pink. We’re all mad about 
motorbikes in the family - 
his grandad has a Harley 
Davidson - and we think as 
he got older he might have 
been a mechanic. He was 
always tinkering away with 
a spanner in his hand when 
he got the chance.” 

Mason also leaves three- 
year-old sister Billie Rose, 
stepsister Becci, 21, and 
stepbrother Chris, 23. 

Mother, Mrs Timmins, 
who works as a teaching 
assistant at Old Church 
CofE Primary School, Dar- 
laston, said Mason’s family 
felt the most fitting legacy 


| by Craig Hughes 

he could leave behind would 
be to encourage others to 
live life to the full. “We want 
his friends to keep going to 
school, taking part in all the 
activities they can and just 
get the most out of things,” 
she said. “We feel like we’re 
on the outside looking in at 
someone else going through 
this - it hasn’t sunk in yet 
and shouldn’t have hap¬ 
pened to a child. But we have 
to keep going for our other 
children.” 

She said she did not want 
other parents to panic about 
meningitis. “Please read our 
story and be aware of the 
symptoms and get medical 
help if you feel your child is 
really unwell. But what hap¬ 
pened to Mason is rare and 
people shouldn’t forget 
that,” she said. 

News of Mason’s untimely 
death was broken to council¬ 
lors during a cabinet 
meeting. A statement 
released by Walsall Council 
states: “Members of Walsall 
Council’s cabinet have sent 
their deepest sympathies to 
the family and friends of a 
seven-year-old who has 
passed away after contract¬ 
ing meningococcal disease. 

“The council and Public 
Health England are liaising 
closely with parents and the 
school community - who are 
understandably shocked 
and anxious at this difficult 
time - to reassure them that 
while this is an extremely 
tragic case it is very rare.” 

Bloxwich East Councillor 
Kath Phillips said: “This, 
happening at Christmas 
time makes it even worse.” 



Mason Timmins, who died from meningitis aged seven, with his sister Billie Rose 


Thief caught with £6k of metal 


A THIEF was caught in the act of stealing 
around £6,000 worth of aluminium products 
from a firm in Brownhills, a court heard. 

Christopher Jones bundled the metal into 
the back of a van after he managed to get 
into a secure yard at Access Products Ltd, 
Walsall Magistrates Court heard yesterday. 

But the 29-year-old was caught by an 
employee of the West Coppice Road firm, 
which manufactures and sells a range of 
access and security products such as ladders 
and scaffold towers. Mrs Jenny Winzor, 
prosecuting, said the worker turned up for 
his night shift at around 10pm on November 


24 and heard noises coming from the rear 
yard. The court was told that Jones was 
uestioned by police and asked what he was 
oing there. Mrs Winzor said he had told 
officers his name was John and initially said 
he worked for the firm. He then tried to flee 
but was arrested less than 20ft away. 

The value of the metal involved was 
around £6,000. All of it was recovered. 
Jones, of Harrison Road, Pelsall, pleaded 
guilty to theft. Magistrates adjourned the 
case for a pre-sentence report to be pre¬ 
pared. Jones is due to be sentenced at 
Walsall Magistrates Court on January 3. 


Boost for 
meals on 
wheels in 
borough 

MEALS on wheels is 
expanding, with one council 
launching its service outside 
the city limits. 

Anyone living within a 
four-mile radius of Wolver¬ 
hampton can now order hot 
or frozen meals direct to 
their door. The city council 
has confirmed that as long 
as there is enough interest 
from a specific location to 
make it viable, they will 
deliver there. 

In June 2012 the council 
changed its eligibility crite¬ 
ria for meals on wheels and 
opened it up to all, irrespec¬ 
tive of financial background. 

The new initiative will 
open the service up to those 
living in nearby areas such 
as Sedgley, Coseley, Willen- 
hall, Darlaston and South 
Staffordshire villages 

including Codsall will be 
able to benefit. 

A daily delivered hot meal 
plus a dessert will cost £4.35 
for those living outside of the 
city. Frozen meals, which are 
cheaper and delivered fort¬ 
nightly, are also available. 

Councillor John 

Reynolds, a cabinet member 
for city services, said: “The 
council’s meals on wheels 
service is a genuine success 
story. Since June 2012 we’ve 
delivered more than 103,500 
meals.” 

To find out more call 
01902 556677 or visit 

www.wolverhampton.go 

v.uk/mealsonwheels 

Residents in 
bin services 
day change 

BIN collection days in parts 
of Walsall have been chan¬ 
ged as part of moves to make 
the service more efficient. 

Householders in Pelsall, 
Brownhills, Rushall, 

Shelfield and parts of 
Aldridge are now getting 
their rubbish picked up on 
Fridays. 

Darlaston, Bentley, parts 
of Willenhall and Short 
Heath have swapped to 
Mondays from this week. 
Residents in these two areas 
will be allowed to put out up 
to one additional bag of 
normal household waste. 

There will be no changes 
to collection days in the 
other areas. Letters are also 
being sent to those who will 
have a day change. The 
council has distributed cal¬ 
endars to all households 
over Christmas collections. 
More details are on 01922 
653344 or cleanand- 
green@walsall.gov.uk 
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EAT IN • TAKEAWAY • DELIVERY 


Available at Rioni Pizza Cafe 
• Hot Drinks • Pizza 
• Panni • Burgers 
• Jacket Potatoes • Pasta 

01902 633 533 

5-6 CROSS STREET, WILLENHALL TOWN CENTRE, WV13 IPG 
Open: Mon-Thurs 11 am-10 pm, Friday & Saturday 11 am-11 pm, 
Sunday and Bank Holidays Closed 


DEAN HARPER 

Funeral Directors & Stonemasons 

A Compassionate Caring Service. 


BEST OF WALSALL 

1ST PLACE AWARD WINNER 
FOR 2011 & 2012 

Proud to be a Family Owned Business 
with Three Generations 

New Memorial Headstone 
Showroom 

Home Arrangements f' 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans L. 

5 Minutes from the Registar’s 
Free Legal & DSS Advice 


21-23 Lichfield Street, Walsall, WS1 1TJ 
24 Hours Tel: 01922 63 88 55 
www. deanharperfuneraldirectors. co. uk 
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Ex-dub 
building 
plans for 
10 flats 

A ONCE popular working 
men’s club is poised to per¬ 
manently close and be con¬ 
verted into flats after 
suffering from dwindling 
numbers. 

The Station Street club in 
Walsall has room for more 
than 350 customers but has 
seen a slump in the numbers 
over the past 12 months. 

It has most recently been 
operating as a pub but since 
last year customers have 
reduced from an average of 
150 to just 25 a week. 

The building has been ear¬ 
marked for conversion into 
10 flats and members of the 
planning committee have 
been recommended to app¬ 
rove the plans when they 
hold their meeting today, 
Thursday. 

At the peak of its popular¬ 
ity, the club at the junction of 
Milton Street and Cobden 
Street, Palfrey, was used for 
parties, weddings and social 
functions having a licensed 
concert room. 

Two letters of objection 
have been submitted with 
concerns over parking. 

Palfrey councillor Moh¬ 
ammad Nazir, also Mayor of 
Walsall, said: “I wouldn’t 
like to see an empty building 
there. If the club is not fin¬ 
ancially viable I would like 
to see it converted into ap¬ 
artments as we have a short¬ 
age of residential accom¬ 
modation in the area.” 

Panel rules 
ward doctor 
was 'naive' 

A JUNIOR doctor who per¬ 
formed an ‘unauthorised’ 
examination on an elderly 
patient at a hospital he 
didn’t work at to prepare for 
his exams has been let off 
after a panel ruled it was a 
‘naive misjudgement’. 

Dr Asam Murtaza, who 
was employed at Walsall 
Manor Hospital, followed 
unwitting staff through a 
security door at Birming¬ 
ham City Hospital to gain 
access to the ward on Febru¬ 
ary 25 last year. 

But before he was caught 
he had time to identify him¬ 
self as a student doctor to an 
elderly lady and conduct an 
examination where he tou¬ 
ched her face, hands, arms 
and legs, the Medical Practi¬ 
tioners Tribunal Service 
heard. He admitted a string 
of charges against him at a 
fitness to practise hearing in 
Manchester, but the panel 
found his behaviour was not 
misconduct. 


£200k pot may help replace outdated lights 


NEWS 

in brief 


OUTDATED traffic lights could be 
replaced under new £200,000 a year 
plans to upgrade signals and reduce 
costs for cash-strapped Walsall 
Council. 

Bosses at the local authority are looking 
to replace around 30 lights over a five year 
period and say the new equipment would 
help save electricity and maintenance costs. 

Transport chief, councillor Adrian 
Andrew, said: “As in many areas technology 
is constantly evolving and manufacturers 
can only support older equipment for a 


certain timescale before it becomes obsolete. 
An ongoing replacement programme is 
needed to ensure all the equipment across 
the borough is up to date, effective and effi¬ 
cient both in terms of operation and the 
amount of energy it uses. 

Duties 

“It is one of the council’s statutory duties 
to maintain all its traffic signals and cross¬ 
ings to ensure safe and efficient movements 
for motorists and pedestrians.” 

The launch of the programme is depend¬ 
ent on the authority securing funds as it is 


currently only on the draft capital reserve 
programme. 

A report to the council over the issue 
states: “Signals will be improved all across 
the borough at traffic signal locations where 
the control equipment is now obsolete. 

“The scheme will facilitate the replace¬ 
ment of obsolete traffic control equipment 
at six pedestrian crossings per year, replac¬ 
ing 30 of the current 74 obsolete pedestrian 
crossings over the five year period. 

“An ongoing investment programme of 
£200,000 per year is required to clear the 
backlog and address future obsolescence’s 


through a planned asset management pro¬ 
gramme.” 

Bosses in the borough have already 
started replacing street lights in a bid to 
save cash. 

New LED street lights have already been 
introduced in Bloxwich and Leamore under 
a £250,000 scheme being rolled out by the 
council. 

Officials at the local authority are looking 
at expanding the ‘light to save’ initiative 
into Brownhills. 

The approach is said to use less electricity 
and give out better light. 


Seven are handed jail terms 
after violence at EDL rally 


IT WAS supposed to be a peaceful demonstration, 
but when the EDL held a rally in Walsall town centre 
fireworks and planks of wood were thrown, injuring 
police officers and protesters. 

A string of yobs involved in the violence have been hauled 
before the courts and another seven men are now behind bars 
for their part in the trouble on September 29 last year. 


Mark Baker, of Pleck; Stephen 
Bennett, of Palfrey; Kirk Reeves, 
of Swadlincote; Leslie Silk, of 
Bristol; Peter Kirkham, of 
Dudley; Craig Forward, of 
Tipton, and Myles Smith, of 
Leeds, were all jailed on Monday. 

Forward, of Neptune Street, 
Tipton, was handed the longest 
prison sentence and was locked 
up for 25 months. Mr Bennett 
said 38-year-old Forward had 
thrown a three-foot-long piece of 
wood towards police. 

In mitigation, Mr Ben Nicholls 
said his client did not have a 
racist attitude. 

Covered 

Speaking about Smith’s part in 
the disorder, Mr Bennett said 
that he targeted two police dogs. 
The court heard that Smith, aged 
39, of Parkway Towers, Leeds, 
also had his face covered by a 
scarf at times. He was jailed for 
two years. 

Representing him, Ms Lindsey 
Lobley said he accepted the inci¬ 
dent was ‘stupid’ and ‘senseless’. 
Mr Bennett told the court 44- 
year-old Baker, of Horseshoe 
Close, Pleck was described by 
police as being ‘extremely 
worked up and angry’. 

Defending Baker, Mr Stephen 
Cadwaladr said his client did not 
use physical violence and did not 
chant ‘hate language’. Baker was 
jailed for 21 months. 

Stephen Bennett, 23, of Milton 
Street, Palfrey, was described by 
police as ‘standing on a bench 
throwing at least four objects into 
the police line’. 

Defending Bennett, Mr 
Christopher O’Gorman said his 
client had no previous convic¬ 
tions. He is now in employment 
and engaged to be married. 


by Kirsten Rawlins 

Bennett was sentenced to 20 
months. 

Prosecutor Mr Bennett said 
Reeves, aged 40, of Colliery Road, 
Swadlincote became involved 
‘when he received a lump to the 
back of his head’. As a result, 
Reeves then ‘punched and kicked 
against the police shields’. He is 
currently serving an 18-month 
jail term for burglary. 

Defending Reeves, Mr David 
Munro said his client said he had 
been struck with a police baton. 
He was jailed for 18 months to be 
completed after his current sen¬ 
tence. 

Silk, meanwhile, of Gatcombe 
Road, Bristol, was seen chanting 
as others had to be pushed back 
by police, the court heard. 

The 37-year-old claimed he 
was trying to protect a child that 
had fallen over. He was jailed for 
15 months. 

Kirkham, aged 30, of New 
Rowley Road, Dudley, had 
‘lunged’ at an officer and 
grabbed his truncheon, Mr 
Bennett said. In mitigation, Mr 
Jas Mann said he did not hold 
racist views and had attended the 
march because his mother was 
going, but was now remorseful. 

Sentencing him to 14 months, 
Judge Webb said there was no 
evidence he had thrown anything 
or used force. 

The seven men had all previ¬ 
ously pleaded guilty to violent 
disorder. 

Gareth Ballan, 28, of Sil- 
verdale Place, Newton Aycliffe, 
also appeared to be sentenced for 
the same charge. His case was 
adjourned to January 13 at Birm¬ 
ingham Crown Court. 



Newborn 
Anneliese 
has magic 
numbers 

ANNELIESE Clare 

Lambert definitely has a 
way with numbers. 

When the baby girl made 
her arrival into the world it 
was perfectly timed. She was 
born weighingjust over 81bs, 
at 9.10pm on December 11, 
2013, so she has the 
numbers 8, 9,10,11,12,13 in 
numerical order associated 
with her birth. 

Although they were aware 
of the significance of the 
date, proud parents Cindy 
Richards and Jack Lambert 
did not realise what had hap¬ 
pened at first until a midwife 
pointed out her time of 
arrival and sequence of the 
numbers. 

Anneliese who was born 
at Russells Hall Hospital in 
Dudley, has a five-year-old 
brother Tyler and a four- 
year-old sister Tiffanie, who 
are delighted to have a 
younger sister. 

Their proud grandmother 
Barbara King, of Walsall, 
said she was shocked when 
she found out the number 
sequence: “It was amazing 
when we realised, I couldn’t 
believe it. 

“What are the chances of 
that happening? I’m going to 
use the numbers as lottery 
numbers because they must 
be lucky. Anneliese is lovely, 
she’s a little bruiser,” she 
said. 


Pupils get expert 
tips on fire safety 

SCHOOL pupils have been 
taught the importance of 
fire safety ahead of Christ¬ 
mas. Youngsters at Char¬ 
les Coddy Walker Academy 
in Walsall were visited by 
firefighters who held a 
demonstration about fire 
risks in the home. 

Pupils from years four 
and five were shown a 
DVD which dramatised a 
fire in a bedroom. The chil¬ 
dren were then invited to 
discuss available escape 
routes. This was followed 
by a short quiz. 

“The West Midlands 
Fire Service do a fantastic 
job,” said headteacher 
Mark Smith. “We wanted 
them to share their knowl¬ 
edge with the pupils here.” 

Manor is lowest 
in maternity poll 

WALSALL Manor Hospi¬ 
tal has come out bottom 
locally in a survey asking 
mothers about their expe¬ 
rience of maternity care. 

Walsall Healthcare NHS 
Trust scored 109.8 out of a 
possible 200. Women were 
asked questions covering 
20 topics, including com¬ 
munication with patients 
and partners, and compas¬ 
sion shown by staff. 

Walsall, according to 
data taken from 114 
women, was recorded as 
doing ‘better’ in the 
overall topic of ‘labour and 
staff’ and appropriate 
advice and support being 
given at the start of labour. 

Yodel jobs move 
is given backing 

THE RECRUITMENT of 
more than 300 temporary 
workers at Yodel, the 
parcel delivery firm this 
Christmas has been back¬ 
ed by a ward councillor. 

An additional 120 lorry 
drivers and 200 sorters at 
have been brought in at its 
sorting centre on the bord¬ 
er of Willenhall and Dar- 
laston. 

Darlaston South coun¬ 
cillor Doug James said: “I 
am delighted with the 
success of Yodel, it is a very 
important local employer 
in the Darlaston area.” 

Rescue animals 
get festive boost 

HUNGRY cats and dogs in 
rescue centres will enjoy a 
tasty meal this Christmas 
thanks to a veterinary 
clinic. 

Staff and customers at 
387 Veterinary Centre in 
Walsall Road, Great 
Wyrley are collecting 
donations of food and bags 
of biscuits this month. The 
food will be handed over to 
the Cannock branch of 
Cats Protection and Sun- 
nyside Kennels in Coven. 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 


SCIENTISTS in China are reported to be developing tech¬ 
nology that can make objects seemingly disappear. I can't 
see that working, can you? 

nnnnnnnn 

FROM this week's report on plump schoolchildren, 
we learn that a trustee of the National Obesity Forum is 
a Mr Fry. 

nnnnnnnn 

THE official version of the Mandela story, parroted 
unquestioningly by the Western media, is that he was 
adored by all his people and that he created a free and equal 
South Africa committed to democracy. So why were there 
tens of thousands of empty seats at the FNB football 
stadium on Tuesday? And why did the crowd stand and 
cheer that bloody-handed old land-grabber and vote- 
rigger, Robert Mugabe? You might easily form the opinion 
that now the national father-figure with his message of for¬ 
giveness and reconciliation has passed on, some South 
Africans are itching to try Comrade Mugabe’s policy of 
simply grabbing the white man’s riches. 

nnnnnnnn 

I THOUGHT at the time that the chap doing the deaf 
sign language at the Mandela memorial ceremony 
looked a bit worried. Now we learn that Thamsanqa 
Jantjie's “signing” was gibberish. It makes me wonder 
how much of the signing we see on British telly is 100 
per cent accurate. They do seem to cram an awful lot of 
words into one or two hand gestures. You know the sort 
of thing. The newsreader says: “Prime Minister David 
Cameron and Foreign Secretary William Hague today 
returned from a five day conference on science and 
technology in Uzbekistan” and in the corner of your 
screen, the signer puts up three fingers, touches his 
nose and tweaks his ear. So which bit of that was 
“Uzbekistan”? 

nnnnnnnn 

IF I enter a mosque I remove my shoes. If I go into a syn¬ 
agogue I cover my head with a kippa. When you enter the 
premises of another faith or culture, it is common courtesy 
to respect their ways. And when extremist religious speak¬ 
ers enter British universities they should accept the 
customs of their hosts. But Universities UK seriously sug¬ 
gests that audiences might be segregated, with men and 
women sitting apart, if a fundamentalist speaker requested 
it. UUK which bills itself as “the definitive voice for universi¬ 
ties in the UK,” should be ashamed of itself. Apartheid was 
demolished in South Africa and segregation was defeated 
in the States. The idea of reintroducing something similar in 
British universities to placate some sexually-confused 
throwbacks who’d be happier living in the 7th century is 
revolting. 

nnnnnnnn 

SO HOW do you deal with an organisation which 
attempts to sexually segregate an audience on religious 
grounds? I'm with the emailer who suggests men 
should whisper earnestly to the stewards: “My religion 
says I must sit with females.” 

nnnnnnnn 

CHRISTMAS is usually a great time for animal charities to 
produce photos of their most adorable creatures and rattle 
the collecting tin. But how on earth can any dog, cat or 
donkey sanctuary compete against 100 baby seals washed 
up in last week's tidal surge and now being cared for at the 
RSPCA's East Winch Wildlife Centre? These pups are the 
ooky-snookummy sweetest little things you have ever seen, 
a heart-tugging cross between Bambi and the Little 
Mermaid, all wide-eyed, shiny-nosed, mewling for bottled 
milk and trying to suckle the TV camera lens. That's where 
the Xmas charity cheques will go. Signed, sealed and deliv¬ 
ered. 

nnnnnnnn 

ONE woman plucked pure, heavenly magic from a 
Celtic harp. Another seemed to be trying to extract a 
tune from an oven-ready turkey, which turned out to be 
a primitive bagpipe. I am just back from a thoroughly 
uplifting evening of medieval music with Joglaresa, a 
five-piece band performing the sort of music our fami¬ 
lies enjoyed 20 generations ago. It was the perfect start 
to yuletide. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Dust row firm reveals relocation plans 


The current site of AB Waste in Darlaston 


A WASTE firm that became the 
centre of a dust row and came 
under fire for illegally using two 
sites intends to relocate to 
another part of the Black Country. 

AB Waste in Darlaston, which 
was criticised by mourners com¬ 
plaining that dust from the site 
was settling on headstones at 
James Bridge Cemetery, is plan¬ 
ning to move to Bloxwich. 

Two Walsall Council enforce¬ 


ment notices were served on the 
firm after operations on two sites 
increased without planning per¬ 
mission. They required the firm 
to leave within a specified time 
and the enforcement was upheld 
by the Planning Inspectorate on 
appeal earlier this year. 

The company, which illegally 
operated in Kendricks Road and 
the former Junction Works site off 
Cemetery Road, sent a request to 


the council for an environmental 
impact assessment to move. 

A letter to the council, which 
was written on behalf of the firm 
by Smethwick-based QSP Consul¬ 
tancy, says the firm is due to 
submit a full planning application 
for a materials recycling facility at 
the site in the near future, located 
between the Wyrley and Essing- 
ton Canal and the main entrance 
to Willenhall Industrial Estate. 


Murder-plot woman 
starts six-year term 


B by Naomi Dunning 

THE woman who said she 
wanted her partner ‘wiped 
off the face of the earth’ as 
part of a murder-plot has 
spent her first week behind 
bars after being given a six- 
year jail term. 

Following Kelly Cliff’s sen¬ 
tence last Thursday, it was 
revealed by West Midlands 
Police that it had taken eight 
months of painstaking inves¬ 
tigative work to bring a water¬ 
tight case against her. 

Officers working on the inquiry 
told how they had never before 
come across anything like the case. 

Cliff had admitted saying during 
a conversation with her friend 
Dalton Bowen that she wanted Carl 
Gallagher to ‘drop dead’, but she 
insisted that she had never actually 
intended to be taken seriously. 

But Mr Bowen did believe Cliff 
and was so shocked by the discus¬ 
sion that he went to police. 

Detective Constable James 
Connell of Force CID, at Bloxwich 
police station, spoke after Cliffs 
sentencing about the woman who 
plotted to have her former husband 
killed. 

He said: “She was a very cold and 
calculating individual who, as the 
judge said, failed to tell the truth 
throughout her trial. 

Serious 

“Her story was constantly chang¬ 
ing, and many aspects of what she 
said just did not add up.” 

He added: “I have never covered 
a soliciting to murder case, it was a 
first for all of my team and really 
very unusual. 

“There are very few cases like 
this nationally.” 

He added: “We just looked at it as 
we would any other case, and gath¬ 
ered the evidence that we could put 
before the court. I am very satisfied 
with the result and the six-year sen¬ 
tence. I think it shows how serious 
this offence is.” 

Mr Connell said they had 
approached Mr Gallagher about 


Kelly Cliff, aged 40, who has been jailed for six years after trying to hire a hitman to kill her partner 


giving the court a victim impact 
statement, but he had wanted 
nothing to do with the case. 

He has now moved away from 
the area, and is believed to be living 
in Wales. 

During the trial, Mr Bowen, who 
had lived near the couple in Kipling 
Road, Fallings Park, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, in the late 1990s, told the 
court: “She said she wanted her 
partner killed, wiped off the face of 
the earth.” 

He said: “I was meant to find out 
who would do it, when and how 
much.” He said that he was so 
alarmed by the suggestion that he 
reported it to the police, and Cliff 
was arrested at the house she 
shared with Mr Gallagher in 
Brookfield Road, Aldridge, on May 
5. Cliff, aged 40, denied soliciting 


Mr Bowen to kill Mr Gallagher 
between April 2 and April 6. 

She told a jury that she had 
talked to Mr Bowen about wishing 
Mr Gallagher dead but said she was 
only ‘letting off steam’ and never 
thought he would do anything 
about it. 

She said she failed to mention 
the discussion to detectives follow¬ 
ing her arrest because she was 
frightened after being locked up in 
the cells overnight before being 
interviewed. 

Cliff had repeatedly cheated on 
Mr Gallagher during their 22-year 
relationship, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told during the 
trial. The couple were said to have 
had a turbulent relationship, punc¬ 
tuated by many splits. 

Cliff and Mr Gallagher had 


married but divorced seven years 
ago before reuniting. Prosecutors 
told the court that the couple’s rows 
were caused by Cliffs affairs with 
other men but said Mr Gallagher 
would forgive her and they would 
get back together again. In April 
this year - the time at which she 
approached Mr Bowen - Cliff was 
seeing another man, the jury heard. 

Mr Hugh O’Brien Quinn, prose¬ 
cuting, said: “In April this year, she 
was seeing another man. 

“She said it was just a bit of fun 
and nothing serious but against 
that background she decided to be 
rid of her partner once and for all.” 

He added: “She wanted to be rid 
of him, rid of him permanently. It 
was a cold-blooded and calculated 
decision which she had thought 
about for two years.” 


Fines for 
illegal bus 
lanes' use 
top 2,300 

MORE than 2,300 motorists 
have been fined for illegally 
using bus lanes in Walsall in 
just three months, council 
chiefs have revealed. 

A specially-equipped 
vehicle with a mobile camera 
has been introduced by 
Walsall Council to crack 
down on queue jumpers. 

There was an initial amn¬ 
esty period during the 
summer but since Septem¬ 
ber there have been 2,335 
£60 tickets issued. The 
penalty is halved to £30 if 
paid within 14 days. 

The council said the hard¬ 
hitting approach had come 
after regular requests from 
bus operators. The firms 
want to make sure motorists 
do not flout the rules. 

Transport chief Council¬ 
lor Adrian Andrew said: “I 
can confirm that the mobile 
enforcement camera car pre¬ 
viously approved by cross¬ 
party full council for enf¬ 
orcement of bus lanes has 
been operating on a daily 
basis since July to ensure 
only authorised vehicles use 
the bus lanes in Walsall. 

“In July and August warn¬ 
ings were issued to 
motorists using bus lanes. 
Since September fines have 
been issued to those mot¬ 
orists driving in designated 
bus lanes. A total of 2,335 
fines have been issued since 
September.” 

There are bus lanes in 
Birmingham Road, Walsall; 
High Street, Bloxwich; 
Somerfield Place, Willenhall 
and Wolverhampton Road 
West, Bentley. They are also 
in use around the town 
centre in Stafford Street, 
Hatherton Road, Lichfield 
Street and St Paul’s Street. 

College wins 
top awards 

A COLLEGE’S marketing 
department has received a 
gold and silver award at a 
national ceremony. 

The Walsall College team 
scooped a gold award for 
Targeted Marketing and a 
silver award for Printed 
Publication for the 2013/14 
full-time course guide. 

The College Marketing 
Network event was at the 
Hilton Hotel, in Warwick. 
College marketing chief, 
Sally Day, said: “We had a 
very small budget and a 
short time frame, but work¬ 
ing closely with our curricu¬ 
lum colleagues in health and 
social care, we put together a 
targeted campaign which 
generated huge interest.” 
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Hammer 
charge for 
neighbour 

A MAN has appeared in 
court after his neighbour 
was attacked with a 
hammer. 

Anthony Proud, aged 59, 
appeared at Walsall Magis¬ 
trates Court last Thursday 
charged with causing griev¬ 
ous bodily harm to David 
Northall, 63. 

Police were called to 
Kelvin Road, on the Beech- 
dale Estate, on the previous 
Monday evening and found 
Mr Northall with a head 
wound, broken fingers and a 
fractured arm. 

Mrs Maggie Meakin, pros¬ 
ecuting, told the court his 
injuries were initially 
believed to be life-threaten¬ 
ing. 

Proud, also of Kelvin 
Road, appeared in court 
wearing a blue T-shirt and 
black trousers. 

He spoke only to confirm 
his name and date of birth. 
No plea was indicated. 

The case was sent to 
Wolverhampton Crown 
Court for a hearing on 
March 13. A 44-year-old 
man, who also lives on 
Beechdale Estate, was also 
arrested at the scene but has 
been released on bail 
pending further inquiries. 

Pan on stove 
starts blaze 

A MAN was rescued from his 
smoke-filled flat in Walsall 
after a neighbour raised the 
alert. 

Firefighters were sent to 
the ground-floor apartment 
in Clews Close in the Cald- 
more area of Walsall at 
2.30am last Thursday. 

They banged on the door 
to raise the sleeping occu¬ 
pant who had left a pan 
heating on the stove. 

Walsall crew commander 
John Haynes said the man, 
in his 50s, had had a lucky 
escape. “Fortunately for him 
an upstairs neighbour had 
heard his smoke alarm going 
off.” The tenant was given 
oxygen by paramedics at the 
scene but refused hospital 
treatment. 

Laura cutting it 
with salon move 

A FORMER college hair¬ 
dressing apprentice has 
opened a hair salon. 

Laura Robinson, who 
attended Walsall College, 
has launched Churnhill 
Hair Salon in Aldridge. 

The 31 year-old opened 
the salon in Churnhill Road 
last month and has taken on 
Mia Herald, who has also 
enrolled at the Wisemore 
campus, as an apprentice. 


Clegg in £i30m deal for 'new era of growth' 



A £130 MILLION private investment which 
will create thousands of jobs is ‘the begin¬ 
ning of a new era of growth and prosperity’ 
for the Black Country, Nick Clegg has said. 

The Deputy Prime Minister last week 
announced the City Deal, which is expected 
to create 5,800 manufacturing jobs in the 
next four years. 

Walsall, Sandwell, Wolverhampton and 
Dudley will all benefit. The cash will be 
secured through investment by businesses 
in the West Midlands and further afield. 

It will be used to help regenerate key sites 
across the Black Country, although officials 
have yet to reveal exactly which locations 


will benefit. The deal will also see 2,800 
long-term unemployed people receive 
‘intensive’ support to help get them back 
into work. 

Bosses hope that 900 of the 2,800 long- 
unemployed they will target will be helped 
into work. 

Meanwhile, the Black Country Growth 
Factory is being set up with £3.1m of 
support to boost existing local businesses. 

It will provide an online portal for local 
businesses to access local and national 
support services, including specialist 
support to small businesses in the high- 
value manufacturing sector. 


Mr Clegg said: “This isn’t pointless 
Whitehall jargon - this City Deal has the 
genuine power to change the fortunes of 
many people across the region by creating 
new jobs, boosting businesses and providing 
new housing. 

Advantage 

“This deal puts the power in the hands of 
local people who know best what skills are 
needed and how to make sure young people 
are prepared to take advantage of the oppor¬ 
tunities that economic growth will bring.” 

Cities Minister Greg Clark, who 
announced the deal with Mr Clegg, said: 
“The jobs that it will create, the commercial 


sites it will unlock and the skills it will 
provide to young people and the long-term 
unemployed will put the Black Country in a 
prime position to take advantage as the 
economy turns the corner.” 

Councillor Roger Lawrence, leader of 
Wolverhampton City Council, welcomed the 
deal on behalf of the local authorities and 
said: “The changes that will come about as a 
result of the deal will make a real difference 
to tackling youth unemployment and pro¬ 
viding the skills for the jobs of the future.” 

Twenty cities and their surrounding 
areas in England including Coventry and 
Stoke will benefit from a City Deal. 


'Urgent change' needed to 
halt school system slump 


EDUCATION chiefs in Walsall admitted there 
is a need for ‘urgent change’ to the borough’s 
school system after primaries were ranked 
among the worst in the country. 

The borough’s ranking among other local authori¬ 
ties makes for grim reading as it sits at 144 out of 152 


Pledge on 
services as 
savings of 
£l9m due 

THE MOST vulnerable 
services are trying to be 
protected despite millions 
of pounds of impending 
cuts, council chiefs insist. 

Cash-strapped Walsall 
Council needs to make a 
total of £19 million savings, 
including £5m from the 
children’s services depart¬ 
ment. 

Almost 40 children’s 
centre staff face being made 
redundant as 332 posts 
across the board are 
expected to go in the next 
financial year. 

Louise Hughes, assisted 
director, told a meeting of 
the children’s services scru¬ 
tiny panel said staff that are 
at risk are currently being 
informed and the current 
figure is 37 posts, but 
efforts are being made to 
reduce this as much as pos¬ 
sible. 

Councillor Rachel 

Andrew, portfolio holder for 
children’s services at 
Walsall Council Coalition 
said: “It is a challenging 
environment at the 
moment. 

“We are trying to protect 
vulnerable services and 
look at areas where we can 
be more efficient.” 


nationwide. 

That is, however, a higher 
ranking than last year when 
it was at 147. Figures show 
that 71 per cent of 11-year- 
olds achieved Level 4 or 
above in reading, maths and 
writing. Last year’s figures 
show that 75 per cent of 11- 
year-olds in the borough 
achieved Level 4 or above 
overall in their Key Stage 2 
SATs tests. That figure is 
below the national average 
of 79 per cent. 

Councillor Rachel 

Andrew, the portfolio holder 
for children’s services in the 
Walsall Council coalition, 
said: “The question we have 
to ask ourselves is ‘Would I 
send my child to this Walsall 
school?’ and the answer has 
to be a resounding yes. 

Challenge 

“The Ofsted report has 
created another opportunity 
for us all to take stock and 
focus on the fact that there is 
still work to do to improve 
the performance of schools 
in this borough - although 
we have got some great 
schools that are a real credit 
to their pupils, staff and 
parents. 

“However, there is now a 
significantly increased 
recognition of the scale of 
our challenge and a growing 
understanding of how to 
tackle improvement for chil¬ 
dren in schools 

“School leaders and the 
authority recognise the need 
for urgent change. We are 
undertaking an intensive 
review of this school 
improvement service with a 
view to making it more fit for 
purpose,” she said. 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary school pupil Eva Abley will be taking part in a Santa fun run with her friends to raise cash 


A LITTLE girl is getting into the 
festive spirit to help raise funds for 
her school. 

Eva Abley, who was recently diag¬ 
nosed with cerebral palsy, decided to 
organise a sponsored Santa run 
herself. 

Money raised through sponsorship 
will go towards school funds at St 
Joseph’s Catholic Primary in Darlas- 
ton where she is a pupil. 


Around 30 youngsters have so far 
said they will take part in the event 
which will take place on Christmas Eve 
at Walsall Arboretum. Six-year-old Eva 
is dressing up as Santa on the day. 

Her classmates have been told to 
wear fancy dress. 

Janet Davies, parent support 
worker at the school, said: “It was all 
Eva’s idea to hold the Santa Run. 

“She wanted to do something for the 
school after she was diagnosed with 


cerebral palsy. The youngsters can run 
or just walk the route. 

“The money may be spent on some¬ 
thing like new playground equipment 
or to fund a school trip. We haven’t 
decided yet how to spend it.” 

Each child who takes part will 
receive a chocolate selection box at the 
end. The run starts at 10am. 

Any youngsters who wish to sign up 
for the run should call the school on 
0121 5686496. 


Runners at park 
bring in £5,000 

AROUND £5,000 was 
raised for Acorns during 
an annual Santa Run. 

Walsall Arboretum was 
given a Christmassy feel at 
the weekend as more than 
220 people donned Santa 
suits, hats and beards to 
collect cash for children 
and their families. 

There was a 5km run 
and 2km santa stroll as 
part of the fundraiser on 
December 8. Laura Heath- 
field, events manager at 
Acorns, said: “The atmos¬ 
phere was magical.” 

For details on Acorns 
Children’s Hospice, call 
0845 120 6892 or visit the 
www.acorns.org.uk 
website. 

Gangs prompt 
shelter scheme 

A SHELTER that has 
become a meeting point for 
gangs outside shops in 
Walsall will be removed 
under new plans. 

The shopfronts will be 
extended in Cresswell Cre¬ 
scent, Mossley and the 
plans were backed by ward 
councillor Louise Harri¬ 
son. She said “Bringing 
the fronts of the shops into 
line with the concrete 
columns will get rid of the 
overhang which at the 
moment creates the 
perfect shelter for gangs. 

“After a recent survey I 
undertook, I had meetings 
with the new owner of the 
shops to persuade them to 
make improvements. ” 

Fun day boost 
for ambulance 

AROUND £550 was raised 
for the Midlands Air 
Ambulance charity follow¬ 
ing a family fun day. 

Representatives from 
Brownhills, Pelsall, Rush- 
all and Shelfield Area Part¬ 
nership presented the 
cash. 

Sofia Voutianitis, reg¬ 
ional fundraising manager 
for Midlands Air Ambu¬ 
lance Charity, said: “Each 
trip by the air ambulance 
costs on average £2,500 
and we need to raise more 
than £6 million a year to 
fund the service.” 

College course 
joy for students 

MORE students at a Black 
Country college are happy 
with their courses, accord¬ 
ing to newly released 
national figures. 

Results from the 
National Student Survey 
show 90 per cent of higher 
education students at 
Walsall College were satis¬ 
fied with their courses in 
2013. This is five per cent 
increase on last year and 
puts Walsall in the top 
quarter of the UK. 
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT! 


BREAKFASTS 
(including Tea or Coffee) 

HOT SANDWICHES 
LIGHTER OPTIONS 
LUNCHES 

(including Tea or Coffee) 
JACKET POTATOES 
COLD SANDWICHES 
PLATED/BOXED SALADS 
PANINI 
DRINKS 


Buffets supplied for all occasions 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Weddings, Engagements, 
Retirements, Christenings, Funerals, etc. 

From as little as £4.95 per head 
All foods are freshly prepared in our modern, 
professionally designed and well equipped kitchen. 
£50 deposit is required to secure all bookings. 


Buffets for Business Lunches, Conferences, 
Presentations, Training Days etc. 

From £2.95 per head 
Can be supplied at short notice if necessary 
All menus are supplied with polystyrene plates and serviettes 

call 01922 453830 for details. 



#« HiH EIRIiTiSTLQRIC7YF.EE 

Unit 1 Walkfern, Middlemore Lane West, Aldridge, WS9 8BG 


Tel/Fax: 01922 453830 

Mon-Fri 7.30 am-2 pm, Sat 7.30 am-12 noon 


■ ■ 



STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t: replace the Frames... just: the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing! 




CLEAR 


PLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


Freephone 

0800 6121118 


«,we make saving money perfectly clear... 


www.cloudy2clear.com 
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MOST bizarre story of the last 
week comes courtesy of Birming¬ 
ham City Council, which will in 
future be requiring buskers to go 
through an audition process 
before they are allowed to plytheir 
trade outside Snow Hill station. 

I can see where the good 
burghers of Brum are coming 
from. I once worked in an office 
where the summer months meant 
a daily choice between stifling 
humidity, or opening a window 
directly above the wailing 
banshee on the street below. 
Usually we opted for stifling 
humidity, air fresheners were 
cheaper than earplugs. 

But since when did local gov¬ 
ernment become a leading 
authority on musical talent? You 
can imagine them now, all sat 
around the committee room table, 
sucking on their spectacles. 

“Councillor Benson, you've got 
the high-waisted trousers, you 
can be Simon Cowell. Mr 
Jackson, you've done a few shifts 
on hospital radio, you're Louis 
Walsh. 

“Oh, and Betty. You're good 
with the tea and biscuits, and your 
old man’s a driving instructor, isn’t 
he? Do you fancy being that bird 
with the funny name? 

“Great, all sorted. So tell us Mr 
Millichip, why are you here?” 

nnnnnn 

HEARTWARMING tale about 
the 97-year-old Sid Ratcliffe, who 
married 90-year-old Iris Law at 
Wolverhampton Register Office 
last week. 

There are probably cynics 
around who will say that the age 
gap is too big, and that Sid was 
looking for a young trophy wife. 
But wisely, the couple have been 
courting since 2001, so they 
haven’t rushed into it. 

You know they must have 
something special when they can 
bring a smile to the face of even a 
curmudgeonly old cynic like 
myself. Can’t wait for the golden 
wedding. 

nnnnnn 

THE report about the maggots 
at the doctor’s surgery in Notting¬ 
ham is horrifying, but equally I do 
think we place far too much 
emphasis on the fabric of build¬ 
ings when it comes to the NHS. 

Years ago, when I went to my 
GP, it would be in a small, slightly 
shabby surgery, where you could 
get an appointment in the 
evening, and you stood a good 
chance of seeing the same doctor 
every time you went. 

Then along came a spot of the 
fabled ‘investment’, and the old 
surgery made way for a shiny new 
mini-clinic with a spacious 
waiting room, baby-changing 
facilities, specialist treatment 
rooms and around 20 staff. Last 
time I tried to make an appoint¬ 
ment I was told it would have to be 
the following week - and I had no 
idea who I would see. I think I pre¬ 
ferred things the way they were. 

Follow me on Twitter MAn- 
drews_Star 



Father Christmas greets Oliver Marple 
at the Birches Valley grotto in Rugeley 


Santa, Lisa Walker and daughter Tah- 
liya, aged two, in the Merry Hill grotto 


Betty Green, aged six, meets Santa 
in his grotto at Sandwell Park Farm 


Harry, three and Abigail, nine, Cyster 
meet Santa at the Victorian Arcade 


It’s a lotta grotto fun as 
children enjoy Santa visit 



Santa in the grotto at Dudley Zoo and Castle with Lightwoods Primary pupils 



At the Mander Centre grotto are Shayla-Mai Bratt, aged two, and dad John 


NOTHING says Christmas 
quite like a trip to Santa’s 
grotto. Excited youngsters 
flock to see Father Christmas 
and tell him exactly what they 
want on the big day. 

Increasing numbers of attractions 
across now offer their own Santa’s 
grottos. 

Some, like at Staffordshire’s Shugbor- 
ough Hall, are so popular that tickets to 
see Santa sell out weeks in advance. 
Others see queues build up of youngsters 
eager to pass on their wish lists. 

For children, it is often one of the high¬ 
lights of the festive period. 

Some grottos offer youngsters a small 
memento of their visit, while others give 
children the chance to have their pic¬ 
tures taken with the man in the red suit. 

Shops and department stores first 
started offering their own grottos more 
than a century ago. 

The tradition of Santa making special 
appearances at department stores and 
shopping centres in the run up to Christ¬ 
mas was started by James Edgar who 
introduced it in 1890 to his Massachu¬ 
setts department store. 

Glimpse 

The practice was first seen in Great 
Britain in 1879 before spreading the fol¬ 
lowing year to Australia and America. 

It is believed the first ever department 
store Christmas grotto was in Liverpool 
at the Lewis’s Bon Marche store, which 
opened as ‘Christmas Fairyland’ in 1879. 

Today, it is commonplace for depart¬ 
ment stores to have their own grottos. 

Set within the 11th century Dudley 
Castle, a visit to the grotto at the town’s 
zoo also includes a glimpse inside Sleep¬ 
ing Beauty’s Palace. 

Before meeting Father Christmas, 
children can look around the castle, 
which has been transformed with an 
animal forest, an antique spinning wheel 
and Princess Beauty asleep in a bed. Vis¬ 
itors are greeted by an elf before being 
taking into a warm room to meet the big 
man and receive a special gift. 

Following the visit, families can view a 
glow in the dark puppet show before 
seeing the zoo’s many animals. 

Among the visitors so far are pupils 
and teachers from Lightwoods Primary 


School in Oldbury. Reception teacher 
Sarah Cawtheray said: “I think it is a 
great grotto for the children to visit and 
get presents to take home.” 

Youngsters can sit alongside Santa on 
a small chair while they make their 
wishlist, or on request, can sit on his lap 
to have their pictures taken. 

The grotto is open from 10am to 
3.30pm every day. Tickets are purchased 
for 30-minute time slots. For children, it 
costs £9.50. For adults, it is £6.50. 

A family ticket for two adults and two 
children costs £28. 

At Merry Hill, the adventure takes 


youngsters on a journey with Elbow the 
Elf who, with the help of a snowman, 
makes sure their presents reach them 
despite the efforts of ‘Fumble the Bad 
Elf. 

Children and their families first go 
through to a mini cinema, where they 
don ‘magic’ glasses to watch a ‘5D’ film 
of the story - complete with wind, lights 
and elf dust. 

And the children’s photographs, taken 
as they queue, are already included in 
the film on screen. A photo with Santa 
himself - and a present - complete the 
experience. Entry costs £2.50 for adults, 


£4.95 per child and £12 for two adults 
with two children. 

The children’s fee includes a 50p 
charity donation to ‘Help Harry Help 
Others’. The grotto is open on Saturdays 
from 10am to 7pm; Sundays from 
10.30am to 5pm; weekdays until Decem¬ 
ber 18 from 10am to 8pm; December 19, 
20, 21 and 23 from 10am to 9pm and 
Christmas Eve from 9am to 5pm. 

A wooden chalet-style grotto at 
Wolverhampton’s Mander Centre is 
nestled on the bottom floor of the shop¬ 
ping centre. Among those who queued to 
pay him a visit was eight-year-old Blade 
Wraxton, who said: “Santa was really 
nice. I give it 10 out of 10.” 

Santa charges £4.25 for a present, £4 
for a photo and £8 for a present and 
photo. 

Set in the picturesque Cannock Chase, 
this grotto offers an authentic woodland. 

Young children are given a Christmas 
tree sapling to plant as well as a soft toy. 

Reindeer can also be found close by, 
grazing in their forest enclosure. 

Reindeer 

Angela Marple, who took sons Oliver 
and Joshua along with husband Nathan 
said: “We think it is the best grotto in the 
Midlands. It looks a bit like Lapland 
without the snow.” 

Entry costs £6 per child and on Friday 
from 4pm to 7pm and Saturday and 
Sunday from 10am to 4pm. 

A wintery wonderland of penguins, 
polar bears and reindeer greet visitors to 
Santa’s grotto at Sandwell Park Farm. 

One of the first things children spy is a 
sleigh, which leads into Santa’s work¬ 
shop where they can meet the man 
himself and receive a gift. 

Entry costs £6 on top of the normal 
£1.90 admission fee for adults and £1.40 
for children. The grotto is open every 
weekend until December 22 from 10am 
to 4.30pm. Group bookings are available 
by calling 0121 553 0220. 

Father Christmas sits on a huge gold- 
coloured chair as he greets children at 
the Victorian Arcade in Bradford Street, 
Walsall. An empty unit at the shopping 
centre has been transformed into a 
festive wonderland, with decorations 
and stockings lining the walls. 

The Winter Wonderland is located 
between The Works and Acorns Charity 
Shop. Entry is £2.50 per child. 



1983 .. . 

WOLVERHAMPTON Grand 
Theatre had welcomed 80,000 
people through its doors since in 
the three months since it 
reopened. Chairman of the 
theatre board Geoffrey Norman 
said it had helped bring people 
into thecity centre at night, and 
dispelled the myth that it was a 
‘no-go’ area after dark. 

A VICAR scrapped most of the 
Christmas celebrations at his 
church in protest at the modern 
trappings of the festive season. 
Christ Church in Lye would have 
no Nativity play or carol service, 
announced vicar Rev Graham 
Cooper, instead focusing on 
special New Year's Day services. 

MEANWHILE, Father Christ¬ 
mas nearly failed to turn up for a 
function at an old people’s home 
in Oldburyecause a bus driver left 
him stranded. 

1993 .. . 

BRITISH Prime Minister John 
Major and his Eire counterpart 
Albert Reynolds were on the 
brink of signing an historic decla¬ 
ration designed to bring peace to 
Northern Ireland. The agreement 
would pave the way for Sinn Fein 
being allowed to take part in talks 
on the future of Ulster-to the fury 
of many Unionists. 

THREE Britons were freed 
from prison by Saddam Hussein 
following the intervention of 
former prime minister Sir Edward 
Heath. The men had been given 
long sentences for illegally enter¬ 
ing Iraq, but the British Govern¬ 
ment insisted no deals had been 
done to secure their release. 

THE threat of fascism hung 
over Russia after the far-right 
Liberal Democrats achieved the 
biggest share of the vote in the 
parliamentary elections, taking 
70 seats. 

2003 .. . 

DEPOSED Iraqi president 
Saddam Hussein was finally cap¬ 
tured by US forces after eight 
months on the run. The dishev¬ 
elled-looking dictator was shown 
on television, sporting a long, grey 
beard, but was said to be in good 
health. Saddam had not been 
seen since the invasion led by 
British and American forces in 
April. 

THE jury in the Soham murder 
trial was sent out to consider its 
verdict. Ian Huntley, a 29-year-old 
school caretaker, denied murder¬ 
ing 10-year-olds Holly Wells and 
Jessica Chapman. His fiancee, 
Maxine Carr, a 26-year-old class¬ 
room assistant, denied conspir¬ 
acy to pervert the course of 
justice. 

VETERAN rocker Mick Jagger 
was at Buckingham Palace to 
receive his knighthood - but in the 
true spirit of rock ‘n’ roll rebellion, 
he wore trainers with his lounge 
suit. 
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^Specialising in Hair Extensions 
^Matrix & GHD approved salon 


Late Night Opening - t I 
Thursday - 7.30pm 


MATRIX 


m 


Fusion Hair Salon 
3 Church Street, Brownhills WS8 6AA 
01543 372473 


HOPKINS 

SHOES 

CJj STOCKIST 
OF WIDE & 
SPECIALIST FOOTWEAR 

tOCATCO I*WAjOC OWN Nl UjTTOM COiD^UlD 


Merry c 


LAIDES & GENTS Shoes, Sandals, Boots & Slippers from: 


Urn £W CMfM .FT 1 - 


I SI Sutton Rnart. Wylrtr (.r^n, 
Sutton CnidhoM B21 HN 



WEDGE GROUP 
GALVANIZING 


Give your products long lasting protection against 
corrosion with high quality galvanizing and 
unrivalled customer service. 

✓ Daily Collection & Delivery Service 

✓ 24hr turnaround on request 

✓ The group can galvanise a 1.5mm washer 
to a 29 metre beam 

✓ All quality approved to ISO 9001 standards 


For more information contact your local specialist: 


Excellence in 

Galvanizing 


B E WEDGE (Centrifuge 
Specialists): 01902 630311 
Stafford Street, Willenhall, 


X 


WEDGE 


NX 


West Midlands WV131RZ 

EDWARD HOWELL 
GALVANIZERS: 01902 637463 

Watery Lane, Wednesfield, 
West Midlands WV13 3SU 


www.wedge-galv.co.uk 


/KoU3 

SIGN & PRINT 

01922 693160 

Workwear Printers 
Small Signage 
Large Format Printers 

48 Norton Road, Pelsall, 
Walsall, WS3 4AX 
aquasignprint@yahoo.co.uk 



























































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Comprehensive disagreement 


S CROSS (Express and Star letters, Decem¬ 
ber 3) attributes the allegedly unsatisfactory 
behaviour of a group of children to their edu¬ 
cation in a comprehensive school. The writer 
claims such institutions are the root of moral 
and educational decline after the “disinte¬ 
gration of the grammar school system”. 

If he or she is right, we should expect to 
find beautifully mannered children and high 
educational attainment in those local 
authorities in which the “grammar school 
system” still flourishes, of which Walsall is 
onene - where loutish behaviour is com¬ 
pletely unknown and teenage boys all doff 
their caps as they chivalrously offer their 


seats to old ladies! The linguistic curiosity of 
a so-called “grammar school system” lies in 
the simple fact that the vast majority of 
pupils never saw such a school. 

In my year at primary school, another lad 
and I went to the boys’ grammar school and 
one little girl to the corresponding girls’ 
school. Of the rest, a few went to second-tier 
“high schools”, and the majority to second¬ 
ary modern schools, with virtually no chance 
of proceeding to university. 

Funnily enough, we never seem to hear 
anyone advocating the return of a “sec¬ 
ondary modern system”. 

A T HARRISON, Leamore, Walsall 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 


E-MAIL 


Walsall Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton 


walsallchronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Criminality in 
poorprovision 
of education 

I RECENTLY had a letter 


WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Religiousworkshop 

has important role 

I FIND the dispute at Littleton Green Community School a 
little confusing. Are parents up in arms about the ham-fisted 
way in which head teacher Lynn Small handled the issue of 
the proposed religious workshop at Stafford University? Or 
are they angry about the objective of it? In which case, I 
suggest they at least give further consideration to this issue. 

The majority of wars around the globe evolve in the name 
of religion and the inherent ignorance of each other’s cultural 
beliefs, and will continue to do so unless we encourage cross 
religious/cultural awareness. 

A KYTE, Great Wyrley 

Trolley folly for store visitor 

I AM 81 year-old lady and after shopping in Hooty’s store in 
Willenhall I was returning the trolley when a girl asked me 
if I would like her to take my trolley back. She grabbed my 
trolley with the coin in and ran to the stand. I shouted after 
her but she had retrieved my coin and ran to a van close by. 

When I had got my wits about me she was in the passenger 
seat grinning all over her face and they sped away. It’s only a 
pound coin, but if they go to every shopping centre and target 
people like me, who are taken in by what I thought was a kind 
gesture they could end up with their ill gotten gains. 

J EVERITT, Willenhall 


from Paul Sheehan, Chief 
Executive of Walsall 
Council. 

He regrets my dim view of 
Walsall’s managers. 

Does he read the papers, 
does he read Ofsted’s school 
reports? I have to doubt it. 

This week another of 
Walsall’s primary schools, 
reported as being placed in 
‘special measures’ - the 
third one in a month. 

I understand it can be a 
criminal charge for failing to 
send your child to school. 

Should it be a criminal 
charge for these highly paid 
civil servants, for failing ot 
provide an adequate educa¬ 
tional service? And to 
provide a running supervi¬ 
sory role? Why wait for 
Ofsted before remedial 
changes are made? 

Head teachers and teach¬ 
ing staff should be taken on 
for the task, when consid¬ 
ered capable, not just 
because they hold a degree - 
and suited to the catch¬ 
ment’s area. 

RAY HAMMOND 

Alexandra Way, Aldridge 


LETTERS 

Smokers are 
the oppressed 

RE: THE best of Peter 
Rhodes, December 5. 

Congratulations to Peter 
Rhodes, for his outright con¬ 
demnation of the new pro¬ 
posal for a smoking ban 
inside and outside English 
hospitals. 

We nicotine addicts are just 
another oppressed minority 
in a tyrannical NHS system. 

GRAEME CONNIGALE 

King Street 

Palfrey 

Unite group's 
actions were 
intimidation 

IN RESPONSE to the letter 
of November 27 from an S 
Blakemore of Wednesfield 
who claims that the review 
wanted by David Cameron 
into recent activities by cer¬ 
tain Unite members, is 
nothing more than a “Tory 
stunt”. 

The writer describes him/ 
herself as a Unite member 
for over 40 years: “I can cat¬ 
egorically state that bullying 
and intimidation are not the 
kind of things that trade 
unions do”. Really? Then 
what are the actions of Unite 
members who turn up in 
numbers outside the private 
house of a company director, 
to put pressure on him to 
back down in a dispute, if not 
intimidation? 

In the recent Grange¬ 
mouth dispute Ineos direc¬ 
tors and managers were 
directly targeted by Unite 
members using their now 
infamous “leverage” tactics. 

But do not take my word 
for it. Take a look at Unite’s 
own website, where it offers 
a definition of the practice of 
leverage it employs. 

S LAMBERTON, 

Aldridge 
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Suppliers and Installers of: 

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Patio Doors 

• Bi-Fold Doors • Garage Conversions • CarPorts 
• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering • Canopies * Garage Doors 

' Wishing all of our Customers, Old and New, 

i Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 


^ Holiday period opening times at our\ 

/ . Aldridge Showroom- f 

, 27th, 28th, 30th December and 3rd 

,,and 4th of January 10am-2pm. 

^ All branches resume normal opening times 
^ from Monday the 6th of January 2014. I 


OAP Discounts 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 5266 No Salesmen ■ 
No Pressure www.pvcudirect.co.uk 
Email: pvcudirect.hotmail.co.uk 


Head Office 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, 
Bioxwich, Walsall WS3 2XT 
Tel: 01922401425 Fax: 019224757m 


Sales Office 

154c High Street Bioxwich, 
Walsall WS3 3JT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 


Showroom Office 
34 Portland Road, Aldridge, 
Walsall WS98PZ 
Tel: 01922 744306 




f Many Many Bargains i 
in Store!!! J 

1 Visit us soon )jl 

v Ablewell Street, Walsall J 

i Telephone: 01922 644407 

\ x Open 11.00am - 4.00pm 1 


CHRISTM 


BLACK 




ANGUS RIB EYE STEAK 


£3.99 P 


ANGUS SIRLOIN STEAK 


£3.99 P/LB 


ANGUS RUMP STEAK 


£2,99 P/LB 


BONELESS LOINS OF PORK CHOPS/JOINTS 


£ .49 B 


CLAYHANGER, BROWNHILLS 

343 373046 / 
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Mobility 


Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm 
ww w.ca re&mobi I ity.co.uk 




Folding Walking Sticks ■ Blue Badge & Time Wallet ■ Disabled Toilet Key 

SPECIAL OFFER Only £5.99 I SPECIAL OFFER From Only £2.99 I SPECIAL OFFER From Only £2.99 


UNBEATABLE OFFERS 
ON STRAIGHT/ 
CURVED STAIR UFTS 


Limited Offer New Stair Lifts Supplied & Fitted £1195 


Fully fitted stairlifts installed by our professionally trained fitters Stockists of Brooks, Used Stannahs, 
Platinum and Bison Lift. FREE HOME SURVEYS & FAST FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE! 





Stairlifts 

From Only £695 

Scooters 

From Only £399 

Wheelchairs 

From Only £99 

Baths Lifts 

From Only £259 

Reclining Armchairs 

From Only £399 

Walkers 

From Only £56 

Adjustable Beds 

From Only £399 


Lift Rediner 
Chairs come as 
single or dual 
motor chair and 
actually lift you 
up and on to 
your feet with 
minimal effort 
required. 


W 


From Only £399 






New & Pre-owned Scooters 


ELECTRIC BEDS 


✓ FREE Easy Parking ✓ Best Prices on all batteries supplied 
/ Service work carried out at special rates 
/ Free daily living aids catalogue / 0% Finance available 
/ Motability Accredited 

CD^IZ£lSlIIElilIDC33li3jQ (EuiBo 



£100 reward for details 
on fly-tippers is backed 


REWARDING people who 
report fly-tippers with £100 
will send out a ‘strong 
message’ to the culprits, it 
has been claimed. 

A six-month trial of an incentive 
scheme to cut down on fly-tipping has 
been given the full backing by Walsall 
Council’s cabinet. The council is pro¬ 
posing the cash reward for members 
of the public who provide information 
leading to a prosecution. 

Councillor Zahid Ali, Walsall’s 
public health chief, said fly-tipping 
was a long-standing issue in Walsall 
and the new measures were needed. 
“Enough is enough,” he said. “There 


needs to be much more done to tackle 
this problem. This will send a strong 
message to the culprits.” 

Pheasey Park Farm councillor Ad¬ 
rian Andrew said: “This is a tremend¬ 
ous step forward. These people need to 
be stopped and they need to be 
caught.” 

Focus 

The environmental crime reward 
scheme will be introduced from the 
start of next year, to be reviewed at the 
end of June. Council leader Mike Bird 
said fly-tipping was ‘unacceptable’ and 
warned culrpits: “We will find you. We 
will prosecute you and we will lock you 
up. This is one of the best things I have 


seen happen to tackle the problem in a 
long time.” 

Although tackling fly-tipping will be 
the main focus of the borough-wide ini¬ 
tiative, it will also incorporate other 
environmental crimes. 

The cost of dealing with all fly¬ 
tipping was around £140,000 in the last 
financial year. The reward policy will be 
funded from fixed-penalty notices 
served through environmental enforce¬ 
ment actions. 

The council has already introduced 
six undercover cameras as part of its 
ongoing war against fly-tipping. It has 
successfully prosecuted residents for 
leaving a trail of rubbish in parts of the 
borough. 


NEWS 


Young and old join in with Christmas fun 


STUDENTS brightened up Christ¬ 
mas for a group of pensioners when 
they staged a special Christmas party. 

The youngsters from Blue Coat 
Academy in Walsall have held a pen¬ 
sioner’s Christmas party every 
December for more than 30 years. 

And it is a tradition sixth formers 
at the Birmingham Street school say 
they are determined to keep alive. A 
total of 90 pensioners from Walsall 
and Wolverhampton attended this 
year’s event. 

Guests were treated to a perform¬ 
ance by the Voices of Hope choir, 
made up of cancer survivors from 
across Sandwell and Birmingham, 
before they took part in a sing-along 
of musical favourites and festive 
hits. Bingo was also on offer as well 
as a spread of party food. 

The school’s learning resource 
centre co-ordinator Sandra Vernon 
said: “When young people get a lot of 
bad publicity it is great to show the 
good that they can do.” 


Taking part in the special party are Elsie Broughton and Nisha Ali with Mari-Ann 
Frankou Jessie Desai, Krunal Ramesh, Mark Richards, his daughter Susan, Afraz 
Ahmed, Ann Walton and Iris Mallaband, who enjoyed a sing-along to musical hits 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 



FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


01902 317878 


only. 
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10 months in 
jail for HGV 
driver found 
to be banned 


A MAN who fraudulently gained work as a 
HGV driver after being given a driving ban has 
been locked up for 10 months. 

Simon Hines was rumbled when he was stopped by 
police on suspicion of speeding on a busy road in 


Walsall. 

Further investigations 
were carried out and it was 
found Hines was a disquali¬ 
fied driver, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

Hines had been convicted 
of drink driving and given a 
14-month disqualification in 
December last year. But the 
31-year-old managed to gain 
employment with AS Taylor 
Transport Ltd in Burton- 
On-Trent in August by 
showing misleading docu¬ 
ments, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. 

Mr David Lees, prosecut¬ 
ing, said his daily duties 
involved driving a 44-ton 
heavy goods vehicle around 
the UK. Hines was stopped 
by police in October on sus¬ 
picion of speeding on the 
A34 Birmingham Road. 

Mr Lees said when an off¬ 
icer processed the necessary 
paperwork a few days later, 
he discovered that Hines 
was a disqualified driver. 

Calls were made to AS 
Taylor Transport Ltd and 
Hines was taken to the 
police station where he adm- 


by Lisa Wright 

itted what he had done to 
officers during an interview. 

Hines, of Wye Dale, 
Church Gresley, Swadlin¬ 
cote, admitted driving while 
disqualified, driving with no 
insurance and a charge of 
fraud for failing to disclose 
his driving ban. 

Mr Patrick Currie, defen¬ 
ding, said Hines had pleaded 
guilty at the first opportu¬ 
nity and was also forthcom¬ 
ing at the police station. He 
said he had been under 
financial pressures to pay 
rent and had also discovered 
his partner was pregnant. 

Mr Currie said: “He acc¬ 
epts what he did was foolish 
and wrong. He has shown 
remorse.” Mr Currie said 
Hines had since lost his job 
with AS Taylor Transport 
Ltd but had started work as 
a transport manager for 
another company. 

Judge John Warner jailed 
Hines for 10 months and 
handed him a fresh 12- 
month driving ban, which 
came into force immediately. 


School’s top ranking 



Head Matthew Draper, Ka-Ho Chui, Saijal Patel, and 
Martha Harding, who have achieved SATs success 

PUPILS and staff at a Walsall school are celebrating 
success for a third year running. 

Mayfield Preparatory School sits at 38 in the league 
tables for the top 100 national prep schools list for its Key 
Stage 2 SATs. It is the third successive year it has made the 
list. 

The ranking is for the attainment of its year six pupils. 

Delighted Mayfield head Matthew Draper said the Sutton 
Road school has steadily climbed the tables in recent years 
and it was now among the top independent primaries in the 
region with results consistently on a par with many larger 
schools around the country. 

“Year after year, Mayfield consistently maintains high 
standards. This is thanks to the tremendous children, a fab¬ 
ulous team of staff, very supportive governors and a strong 
partnership with the parents, the league tables next year,” 
Mr Draper said. 


Help to log council boost 

FIREWOOD from parks and woods is being offered for sale 
to raise cash to help with maintenance. Staff from Walsall 
Council’s clean and green services run a wood processing 
centre at the environmental depot in Pelsall Road, Brown- 
hills. Residents can buy logs for £20. 

Tim Cleary, Walsall countryside operations ranger, said: 
“All of the firewood is seasoned hardwood sourced and 
processed from woods and parks throughout Walsall.” 



wlct.org/prince-of-wales 


Box Office: 01543 578762 or book online at boxoffice.wlct.org 


ALADDIN 


Sunday 22nd 
1.30pm & 5.00pm 

Monday 23rd & Tuesday 
2.30pm 

Thursday 26th to 
Sunday 29th 
2.30pm & 7.00pm 


Monday 30th 
2.30pm 

Tickets £13.50 
Concessions £11.50 
Family Ticket £42.00 
Groups of ten 
or more £10.50 


24th 


heritage & arts 


ENTERTAINMENT 
CANNOCK CHASE 

at the PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 



Carpet your 
whole house 


from 


ANTISLIP VINYLS QH? RRP 


Laminates 

Supplied and Fitted 

Laminates 

Cash and Carry 

Now £6.99 mtr 




Many more 
bargains 
up to 

50 °/ 




Suitable for 
anywhere in 
the home 

£4.99 

Square Metre 


UP TO 

60% 


100’s of Stain Free Twist 




NOW £10.99 sq metre 


’ll of End of Rolls from £ 1.50 sq mtr 


CONTEMPORARY BEDROOM 
STRIPES CARPET 

from £5.99 V* 
sq metre 35% OFF 


sq metre 


mu 


Carpet Styles to choose from 


S 


5 




Blinds IVIade 
to Measure 


Venetian from £28 
Roller from £24 
Roman from £59 
Pleated from £31 


B 


Call us for a FREE Home Visit 6 Days a week 
SAMPLES BROUGHT DIRECT TO YOUR HOME OPEN MONDAY ■ SUNDAY 
Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 5:30pm - Green Lane Open Sunday 

Tel/Fax: 01902 606026 

Birchills House, Industrial Estate, Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE 
Tel/Fax: 01922 634555 
20 Beacon Buildings, Leighswood Road, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8AA 
Tel/Fax: 01922 452626 

New branch - Unit 3, Victoria Street, off Rugeley Road, 
Hednesford, Staffs WS12 1DW Tel:01543 879500 
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get a free boiler!! 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


You may be entitled to a free survey, 
Gas boiler and installation under the 
Affordable Warmth ECO Scheme. 

Do you receive any of the following... 

• Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit 

• Working 
Tax Credit 

• Income Support 

• ESA/JSA 

• additional criteria required 




I iL 


4 

ecosave 

www.spsgascare.co.uk 

Tel: 01543 688960 

E-mail: ecosave@spsgascare.co.uk 

Q 

Affordable Warmth Grant 



safe! 


NEWS 


Royal appointment for student winners 



Honoured - Award winners from the Black Country University Technical College in the Buckingham Palace ballroom 

STUDENTS rubbed shoulders with Teenagers aged 16 to 18 from the cal education. Four students were also 
royalty as they became the first recip- Black Country University Technical presented with awards for outstand- 
ients of a prestigious new award. College in Walsall and the JCB ing achievement. 

The group of 150 students from Academy in Rocester headed to Buck- Chris Hilton, principal of the Black 
schools in Walsall and Staffordshire ingham Palace. The awards, which Country UTC in Vernon Way, said: 
were presented with bronze, silver were presented by Prince Andrew, “All students will achieve their ambi- 
and gold Duke of York awards for tech- recognise the talent and excellence of tions of working in the engineering 
nical education. young people who have chosen techni- sector. ” 


£24,000 benefits fraud 
woman gets court order 


A BENEFITS fraudster who 
cheated the system out of 
more than £24,000 over 10 
years after failing to declare 
substantial savings has been 
handed a community order. 

Deborah Lavender failed to 
declare that she had a healthy 
bank account which disqualified 
her from receiving state help, a 
court heard. 

The 48-year-old from Walsall at one 
stage had more than £64,000 in her 
account, although it was accepted that 
the bulk of the money was not hers but 
her partner’s. 

She had made a declaration 23 years 
ago stating that she was ill and unable 
to work and had continued over the 
years to claim financial support on the 


by Lisa Wright 

basis that she had no other source of 
income. The mother of two had been 
entitled to some benefits during the 
period but not as much as the pay¬ 
ments made. 

Department of Work and Pensions 
investigators discovered that in 2001 
she had £11,000 savings and in 2011 
her bank account held more than 
£31,000. At their highest, her savings 
reached £64,096 but the court heard 
that £45,000 belonged to her partner 
from the sale of his flat and was used 
for paying his debts. 

Mr Patrick Currie, defending, said 
that Lavender also had a joint account 
holding £10,000. 

The cash belonged to her mother 
who had been trying to keep it secret 
from Lavender’s father, he told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court. 


Lavender, of Wesson Road, Darlas- 
ton, admitted two counts of failing to 
notify a change in circumstances and 
three of making a false statement in 
relation to council tax benefits and 
income support bet-ween October 
2001 and February 2011. 

The court heard she had had no pre¬ 
vious convictions until the previous 
week when she was convicted of drink¬ 
driving. She was found to be four times 
over the legal limit and banned from 
driving for 30 months. 

Mr Currie said that she has battled 
alcohol addiction and more recently 
had been diagnosed with bipolar disor¬ 
der. Lavender was spoken highly of in 
character references and had paid 
back £7,000 of the over-payment. She 
was given a supervision order for 12 
months with a requirement for alcohol 
treatment. 



mm 
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For the best quality at the lowest prices - visit our store 


Massive Choice of Oak Furniture On Show 

Our Best 
Selling Milan 
Range 100% 
Solid Oak 

Large Sideboard 


Deluxe Range 
Chunky 100% 
Solid Oak 

Beautiful quality - 
great prices 


Visit our extensive two storey showroom 



Open all over the festive season except Christmas Day and Boxing Day 


Britannia Pine 


Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine and Painted Furniture 


One of the largest choices * 

of quality furniture rignt on your doorstep 


Opening Hours Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 
Sundays and Bank Holidays 10am-4pm 


Unit 9b, A5 Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffs WS11 9XG 

Situated on main A5 just before Brownhills heading from Cannock *§§* 


t: 01543 379888 W 

Shop online @ www.britanniapine.com 
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There’s Something for Everyone at 

M S IALLLLLSITLLnL 

...from Modern to Traditional 

CLEARANCE SALE STARTS 
27TH DECEMBER 10.30 AM 



m 1 #«■' 



Royal Suite 
3-1-1 

Was £149 9 . 99 

NOW £1199.99 


1 Only 



Cream Leather 
Suite 3-1-1 

Now £1799.99 


1 Only 



ALL BEDS 
ARE FREE 
DELIVERY 
THIS WEEK 



2 SHERWOOD 
■ RANGE IN 
LIGHT OAK 

20% OFF 


* I 

: 


a 


.f 


□ 

I 


ra nan 



Woodstock 
Suite in 
Top Italian 
Leather 


Minstral 
Dining 
Range 
20% OFF 



somo even more on 


casual comfort 



Fantasia 
Corner Suite 

£100 

OFF 

Now Only 
£899.99 


•» 




i 1 yw ^ 

I | I » I 


ONLY 

£199.99 



WS have a large selection of chairs on 
show in store for you to try out, only part 
of our range of chairs can be shown here. 



Relax at Eeze Milano 
Swival Chair with 

FREE FOOT STOOL 

available in Cream & Brown 


DISABLED ACCESS 

OPENING HOURS 

r., 

Free Phone 

Monday-Saturday 10.00am 5.00pm 
Sunday 10.30am - 3.00pm 

UUw 

08001975419 

FREE PARKING 

ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 

Number of buses are: 

No. 5,369,370,38A 

All above buses stop outside our store 

Celebrity Lift & Rise Chairs 
Available in fabric or 
leather 5 Year Guarantee 



Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE All major credit cards accepted 

OVER 16 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 

















































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Page 12 THE CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 2013 







Cost Price Wardrobe Clearance * Cost Price Wardrobe Clearance * Cost Price Wardrobe Clearance 
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Teacher Ellen is making history 


A TEACHER at a school in 
Walsall is setting off for 
Hong Kong and Singapore 
to direct a new theatre 
show. 

Ellen Mills has been 
chosen to put together the 
Horrible Histories play in 
the coming weeks before it 
heads to London. 

The speech and drama 
teacher at Mayfield 
Preparatory School has 
directed a number of plays 
and says she intends to 
seize this ‘great opportu¬ 
nity’. She also runs theatre 
activities for children and 
leads summer schools for 
The Theatre Royal in New¬ 
castle upon Tyne. She also 
directs Theatre First youth 
productions at Great 
Wyrley High School. 

She used to be the educa¬ 
tion director and assistant 
director for the Birming¬ 
ham Stage Company in 
London and left to go free¬ 
lance. She has now been 
invited to direct their pro¬ 
ductions of Awful Egyp¬ 
tians and Terrible Tudors 
touring Hong Kong and 
Singapore and London in 
the new year. 

She said: “It’s a great 
opportunity for me, and 
I’m thrilled to be asked.” 



Mayfield Preparatory School tutor Ellen Mills is toasted 
by pupils Shriya Pillay, aged nine, and Yahia Al-Rawi, five 



Aldridge Parish Church warden Pete Ford at the site of the project 


IT HAS been years in the 
pipeline - but the long- 
awaited £1.3 million expan¬ 
sion plan at a church used by 
more than 1,500 people a 
month is now starting to take 
shape. 

Aldridge Parish Church, at The 
Green, won planning approval alm¬ 
ost three years ago to demolish its 
rectory, church rooms and garage 
and create a two-storey building. 

Demolition work has now taken 
place, foundations have been laid 
and the walls are going up. 

More than £700,000 has now been 
raised through congregation dona¬ 
tions, with further funds pulled in 
through grants and from a land sale, 
but the scheme still has a shortfall of 
just over £300,000. 

Church bosses have applied for 
further grants and a series of fund¬ 
raising events have been planned for 
next year. Aldridge-based building 
contractor Shaylor is carrying out 
the work and it is hoped it will be fin¬ 
ished by early summer next year. 

Features of the new building will 
include a central foyer area, cafe, 
offices, toilets, kitchen, children’s 
room, function room, rector’s study, 
lounge and meeting room. 

The new church rooms will 
replace the crumbling temporary 


classrooms that have been in use 
since 1948. 

Although the church said the 
rooms were in poor condition, 
bosses admitted demolishing them 
marked the ‘end of an era’ for users 
of the church. The project was tem¬ 
porarily in limbo until a new rector, 
John Coyne, was inducted into the 
role in March last year. 

Church warden Pete Ford said a 
service had been held prior to the 
demolition work to allow members 
to say farewell to the old rooms. 

He said: “Demolition finally 
started at the beginning of Septem¬ 
ber, once the asbestos had been 


removed. Then work began prepar¬ 
ing the ground and putting in the 
footings, although the wet weather 
caused some delay. 

“The contractor has worked hard 
to try to regain some of the time lost 
and now you can see the outline of 
the downstairs rooms as the walls 
are beginning to go up.” 

Mr Ford said: “Since we first 
laun-ched the project a total of 
£716,300 has been given by the con¬ 
gregation and a further £215,637 
has been pledged.We have raised a 
further £40,012 through fundrais¬ 
ing and grant applications.” 


Driver stops 
to help PC 
give chase 

A PASSING driver helped a police 
officer chase down a suspected car 
thief when he pulled over and the 
Pc hopped in to hitch a ride. 

The good Samaritan spotted Pc 
Sharon Cartridge as she was in 
danger of losing sight of the sus¬ 
pect. The driver stopped and the 
police officer jumped in to drop her 
off near Littleton Street East, 
Walsall. The suspect was arrested 
at wasteland off nearby Lower 
Forster Street minutes later. 

Pc Cartridge was walking along 
Lichfield Road at around 9pm 
when a description of a man sus¬ 
pected of breaking into a silver 
Mercedes in Dog Kennel Lane was 
radioed in. She saw a man match¬ 
ing his description running tow¬ 
ards Lower Forster Street. The 
21-year-old ran off and was about 
to disappear from view when the 
passing motorist stopped. 

The suspect was taken into 
custody for questioning in rela¬ 
tion to two other thefts. Pc Car¬ 
tridge, from Walsall police station, 
said: “I’d really like to personally 
thank the driver who came to my 
aid and would appeal for him to 
contact me.” 






Email: info@blvlav 


BLV Law have recovered millions of pound 
BLV Law offer out of hours and home 


The Sofa 


Largest selection of sofas and armchairs 
in the area - all at rock bottom prices! 


Over 70 different types of beds and mattresses 
direct from our factory to suit every need! 


Bari 

Leather 3 seater and 
2 seater sofa in black or brown 
Was £H99 £599 the pair 

Saski 

corner unit 
with attractive 
scatter 
cushions 
Was £799" 

£399 


Pisa 

large recliner sofas 

3 seater was-£799" £479 SAVE £320 
2 seater was £699' £399 SAVE £300 
Recliner was-£499" £299 SAVE £200 




iTTTHTTTrm 


You will not find better 
value for money 
anywhere in the country! 


Large Roma sofas 

in leather black or 
brown 
Was £599" 

£239 

Milano 

traditional Italian 3+2 seater sofas 
choice of 
colours 
Was £4799 

£899 

the pair 


Airsprung quality 
guest bed 

Single extends to ' 
double or 2 single ^ 
beds (including base 
and mattress) 

Was £429- 

£197.34 


Cambridge 

black metal and chrome quality 
double bed frame (mattress 
Was £369 £147.60 
Also available as king size £177.60 


US 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 

Huge range of mirrors, bar stools, lamps, pictures, coffee tables etc. 


t Ihsn* k° 


Worcester 

extra value divan set complete with mattress. 

Small single was £99^£49.50 
Small double was £479"^ 

£89.50 l|SUM 

Other sizes available ■■I'lf t “ 

Optional drawers 
available too 

Rustic pine 

single bedframe set with 
quality damask 
quilted mattress 
Was-£269 

Complete £99 

Lexus 

lift up ottoman storage divan frame with heavy 
duty metal frame upholstered in faux leather 
Single was £399" 

Double was £322 
King was £4L5 £249 

Half Price orthopaedic 
or memory foam 
mattress when ordering with this bedframe 

Cleo 

sofa bed clic clac 
in fabric or faux 
leather 

Was £393 £119 

Melissa 

cabin bed with base 
cupboards and 
drawers complete 
with pink or blue 
quality mattress 
Was £390 £195 

Silver metal frame midi sleeper 

complete with airsprung quality quilted 
mattress. Was £392 £156.80 WttV 


The Courtyard 1 Riley Street Willenhall WV13 1RH 


■ rd mti/ ^^UAAoixm/ 

lliinmal' ^ i/L&ctowss 

Tel: 01902 602686 

C ^}{x)W5£dKaAAJW S{2££ialbst& 

^les-jzaicL ^Lwv&ial ^lans; 

24 c ){xuaa/ <SeMwc& 

^altamd/ ^une^atsy OAmilaAles 


OPENING HOURS: 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 11AM-5PM 


-# © 


BATTERSEA FURNITURE CITY NEW STORE NOW OPEN AT 

255-259 QUEENSTOWN ROAD bfc furniture factory outlet 

BATTERSEA, LONDON SW8 3NP unit 4, the junction, wembley stadium 
TEL: 020 7627 8313 RETAIL PARK > engineers way, wembley HA9 oeg 

www.bfcfurnituregroup.com TEL: 020 3638 0198 


61,000,000 WORTH OF SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE STOCK HRASTICALLY REDUCED IH PRICE! 


■K 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE SPECIALISTS 


Have you suffered an injury as a result of treatment received by a medical professional? 
Did you know you may be entitled to compensation? 


THIS TYPE OF CLAIM IS USUALLY AGAINST A MEMBER OF THE MEOICAL 
PROFESSION SUCH AS A DOCTOR, GP, CONSULTANT, NURSE, MIDWIFE, 
PHARMACIST, CARE WORKER, OPTICIAN OR DENTIST. 


Your accident or injury 
of the following:- 

> NHS Hospital 

> Private Hospital 

> In an Ambulance 

> In a Clinic 


may have happened whilst 


> GP Surgery 

> Cosmetic Surgery 

> Care Home 

> Residential Home 


you were a patient in any 


> Dental Surgery 

> Opticians 

> Maternity Unit 


Call: 0800 567 72 72 


> GET THE MAXIMUM COMPENSATION 
YOU ARE ENTITLED TO 


> CLAIM TODAY FOR FREE ON 
A “NO WIN NO FEE” BASIS 
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STRIPE CARPET - COLOUR CHOICE 

II IfSS' III 

11 LS«% 


LUXURY SAXONY CARPETS - CHOICE 


WILTONS - LARGE CHOICE 

ini illi mui mu 


We will beat any written quote - so come to us 
, i iU i tuLAST & we guarantee more for your monoy! 




i T ptftCt Y | T ofttCfc T pi * f pH# 4 pH# f pH# \mf pH# V I pH# W pH# f pH# f pH# 


ttM iATZAjIWAAWI ^9^1 slfrl vlfr A vfrOAslfrlA JledOleldleldl^O 


£200 M250 




v^lll 


never 


CARPET ROLL SALES 

Day Street, Walsall WS2 8EJ Teh 01922 621800 
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Couple’s nuptials in 90s 



I certainly do! Sid Ratcliffe, aged 97, with his new wife 
Iris 90, smiling as the confetti flies over them 

THEY say you’re never too old to fall in love and that 
good things come to those who wait. 

And both of those were true for a couple who have finally 
become man and wife - aged 97 and 90. Between them, Sid 
and Walsall-born Iris Ratcliffe may have 187 years on the 
clock but age has proved no barrier for them sealing their 
love. Both widowed, the couple’s romance began in 2001. 

Since then the pair’s romance has blossomed and after 
years of Sid trying to cajole Iris into letting him put a ring 
on her finger, she finally agreed six weeks ago. 

Secretary 

There were tears and laughter in abundance during a 
beautiful ceremony at Wolverhampton Register Office yes¬ 
terday, where friends and family delighted in Sid and Iris’ 
long overdue day. The bride said she it was never too late to 
get married, even at 90. “It’s been a beautiful day,” the 
former secretary said. “I met him at a bus stop and he swept 
me off my feet. It’s definitely never too late - it’s love.” 

Cheeky Sid asked for the registrar to speak up during the 
service and said ‘yes I certainly do’ when asked if he would 
agree to marry Iris. Afterwards the former Chubb tool room 
supervisor from Bilston said: “It’s been a lovely day.” 

Fees increase 
may result in 
struggle for 
sport groups 

SPORTS clubs in Walsall have said they may 
struggle to survive if council plans to raise the 
cost of annual fees are pushed through. 

Walsall Council has announced that annual fees for 
bowls clubs could rise from £810 to £6,605 and 
charges paid by children’s football teams will be more 
than quadrupled, while cricket clubs will have to 
shell out double the current amount. 

It comes as the authority m h Adam Burlina 
is proppsing £19 million of Li D Lr qa JII B H r -!.!. n 9 — 
cuts in its 2013/14 budget. Sundays will pay £2,893-up 


Costs for junior football from £1,226 - including 
teams will go up from £382 £500 maintenance costs, 
to £1,618 and cricket teams Senior football teams will 
who pay £1,059 to play on shell out £1,817 for sites 
Saturdays will be hit with a with no changing rooms, 
£2,893 annual charge incl- where they currently pay 
uding £500 in maintenance. £804. 

Peggy Williams, a 71- Pitches with changing 
year-old member of the facilities will cost £2,567 - 
Brownhills and Oak Park including a £750 pavilion 
bowling club that has met in cleaning charge - up from 


ngcJ 

Lichfield Road, Walsall 
Wood, ev-ery week for 30 
years, said: “We have 37 
members and most of them 
are over 70. 


£1,677, 

Jonathan Wide, manager 
of the Ashmore Park 
Rangers under-nines foot¬ 
ball team, said they could 


“We are being urged to do look to move to Wolv- 
exercise and keep fit but erhampton or Staffordshire, 
how are we supposed to pay He said: “We get about 20 
these fees? There is no way teams on a matchday and 
we can raise that money.” they all chip in to pay the 
And Cynthia Bratt, of the costs, but they’ll never be 
Pleck Sons of Rest bowling able to manage this.” 
club, which has 26 Councillor Anthony 
members, said: “It’s not just Harris, portfolio holder for 
good exercise, there is a leisure and culture in 
social side too. I don’t see Walsall Council’s coalition, 
how we would be able to con- said: “People can still have 
tinue.” their say by emailing bud 

Under the proposals, getconsultation@walsall.go 
cricket clubs who play on v.uk.” 

Eyesores to be bought up 

LONG-STANDING eyesores will be bought up by Walsall 
Council in a bid to help tackle rundown buildings, under new 
plans. Compulsory purchase orders will be sought if neces¬ 
sary for six homes which have been empty for an average of 
more than six-and-a-half years. Action has already been 
taken to cut down on the number of long-term unused and 
unsightly properties, with a 23 per cent reduction between 
October 2011 and 2013. Six prominent properties in the 
borough remain empty, in Coalpool and Bloxwich. 


Do You Value 'Word of Mouth'? 


r ou already know that asking friends is the best way to find 
great restaurants, dentists, hairdressers and anything local. 


Well, here at thebestofwalsall, word of mouth just got louder! Every business that is 
featured on our site has been visited and checked out by us and recommended by other 
local people, so you can use them with confidence knowing that they truly are one of the 
best at what they do. 

Our website is regularly viewed by tens of thousands of local people each month as it 
contains all people need to find locally. This includes the most recommended businesses 
in Walsall, testimonials from local people, money savings offers, events, and information 
about what is going on in Walsall. 

Below are just a few of our recommended businesses. To find out more about them and 
other local gems visit www.thebestof.co.uk/walsall 


icon LIGHTint 


Icon Lighting 
245 Green Lane, Walsall. 
WS28HS 
01922 626240 

“Fantastic choice of lighting...the 
quality is top notch” Stephen T 


park inn 


Park Inn Birmingham 
Walsall, Hotel, Bescot Crescent, 
Walsall, WS1 4SE 
01922 639100 

“The staff were very helpful, 
polite and cheerful. Room was 
clean and comfortable, food was 
delicious” P.R. 


CARPETS AND RUGS 


©ARPETS DIRE CT 

1 Anchor Road, Aldridge 
WS9 8PT-01922 456457 

29 High Street, Pelsall 
WS3 4LX - 01922 691555 

“Friendly and professional 
service. Reliable and efficient 
Affordable products without 
effecting the quality’’ 
Gemma E. 


As recommended on 




www.thebestof.co.uk/walsall 


387 

Veterinary Centre 

387 Walsall Rd, Great Wyrley, 
Walsall, WS66DP 
01922411755 

“All the staff are friendly and professional. 
They genuinely care for both pets and 
owners. We moved vets. Our previous 
vets seemed to be more interested in our 
money than our dog.” Peter K 


A 

A.C. Electrical and 
Security Services 
Andrew Close, Short Heath, 
Walsall. WV125PL 
01902411717 

“Great service, on time, great work, 
fair price. Friendly and safe. What 
else could you ask for?” Steve S. 



Unit 10-15, Reaymer Close, 
Bloxwich, Walsall 
01922430914 

“Fantastic choice of fabrics and 
very well fitted blinds. 

Very impressed” Emma B 


TANNING SALON 


Tfcj^AN SHOP 

8 Wolverhampton Road, 
Bloxwich, Walsall, WS32EZ 
01922 432367 

“Staff always friendly. Very 
reasonable prices. Great 
opening hours to fit in with 
work. Would (and have) 
recommended to friends.” 
Becky D 


OFFICE RENTALS 


omr iia°E§Esr av 


Omnia @ Tameway Tower 
48 Bridge Street, Walsall, 

WS11JZ 0845 6437048 

“Pathway 2 Work have been resident of Tameway 
Tower for over a year now, and have found the staff 
there most helpful. Always willing to help and help 
us within our business needs. The reception staff are 
amongst the best I have ever known and without them 
our business would not be successful.” 
Pathway Group 


FIREPLACES 


Aldridge Fireplaces 
51 a Anchor Road, Aldridge, 
Walsall, WS9 8PT 01922 430916 

“Absolute outstanding value for 
money and service. The fitters 
were top class,and the free fitting 
saved me ££££’s compared to 
other fireplace shops” David F 


ETM Ltd 

Green Acres, Stafford Road, 
Newtown, WS6 6AY 01922 710014 

“Rewired my house, did not even know 


before they left. Brilliant engineers, very 
willing to listen. Great overall service. 
Will Recommend.” Franco P 


PLUMBING & GAS SERVICES 


S-P, TAYLOR 

PtUMMtG ft GAS $C9VIC<S 


S. P Taylor 

153 Lichfield Road, Rushall, 
Walsall, WS41 HA 
01922 474313 

“Arrived on time. Good job 
done with no mess. Completely 
satisfied.” Stanley B 


KITCHENS 



Kitchens by R&R 
The Coppice, Shortheath, 
Willenhall, WV125RU 
01952610999 

“I can recommend R&R services without 
reservation, they did a wonderful job and 
our kitchen looks amazing!!” Peter M 








■a 

ft 


SELF STORAGE 

Admiral Self Storage 
Unit 4, Maple Leaf Industrial 
Estate, Bloxwich Lane, 
Walsall, WS28TF 
01922 267002 

“Very secure units. Easy access for customers 
to use - good hours open. Courteous staff. 
Readily available van hire.” Jennifer 1/1/ 


Sweet Memories 

i ' I 


36 High Street, Chesyln Hay, 
Walsall, WS6 7AD 01922 411818 

“I have used Sweet Memories for several 
birthday’s and Christmas’s, and I have 
never been disappointed in fact I’ve always 
been amazed at how great the sweets look, 
service has always been exceptional and I 
would highly recommend Sweet Memories 
to all my family and friends” Alison J 


CHILDI t N S Cf NT*f 

80 Great Charles Street, 
Brownhills, Walsall, WS86AE 
01543 370734 

“Excellent facilities. Staff are so 
helpful and will go out of their 
way to help. The children love 
all the groups and activities 
available.” Victoria S 


‘Fletchers 

fitadio ‘Ltd. 

21/22 Stafford Street, 
Walsall, WS28DG 
01922635269 

“Fletchers Cake Studio make the most 
amazing cakes and cup cakes! They are 
yummy! Highly recommend the Studio and 
I am making them my first choice stop for 
cakes and goodies” Andrew f? 


thebestofwalsall 


www.thebestof.co.uk/walsall 
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OIEO £130,000 


WOODSIDE WAY, SHORT HEATH 

Two Bedroom Semi-Detached 
Bungalow Comprising Entrance Hall, I 
Spacious Lounge, Fitted Breakfast I 
Kitchen, Two Spacious Bedrooms, Wet I 
Room, D/Glazed, C/Heating, Enclosed I 
Rear Garden. Close To Schools, 
Amenities And Good Transport Links. I 


Located in A Quiet Cul-De-Sac 
Comprising Of Entrance Porch, 
Hallway, Lounge, Dining Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground Floor W.C, Three 
Bedrooms, Bathroom, C/Heating, D/ 
Glazing, Garage, Enclosed Garden, 


[Driveway. 


ViewinaHiahlyRecommended. 


UPLANDS ROAD, WILLENHALL 

Well Presented And Deceptively Spacious 
Two Bed Extended Detached Bungalow 
With Entrance Porch, Inner Hallway, 
Spacious Lounge, D/Room, Extended 
Kitchen, Two Double Bedrooms, Family 
Bathroom And Sunroom. D/Glazing And 
C/Heating, Off Road Parking, Detached 
Garage At The Rear. 


STROUD AVENUE, WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Mid Town House Property 
Comprising Of Entrance Hallway, 
Modern Fitted Kitchen, Ground 
Floor W.C, Lounge With Open Plan 
Staircase, Two Bedrooms, Family 
Bathroom, D/Glazing, C/Heating, Rear 
Parking For Two Vehicles. Ideal FTB 
I Or BTL. 


SQUIRES GATE RD, WILLENHALL 

Two Bed End Town House Having I 
Modern Fitted Kitchen, Open Plan I 
Lounge, Two Double Bedrooms, I 
Family Bathroom, C/Heating, D/ 
Glazing & Allocated Parking. Ideal I 
FTB. 


HILL ROAD, PORTOBELLO 

I Well Presented Three Bedroom End 
I Town House Situated On A Corner Plot 
Comprising Of Entrance Hall, Lounge, 

I Kitchen, Ground Floor W.C, Three 
Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, D/Glazing, 
C/Heating And Enclosed Rear Garden. 

I Located Close To Local Amenities, 


CEDAR ROAD, WILLENHALL 

Two Bedroom Semi Detached 
Bungalow Comprising Of Hallway, 
Lounge, Modern Fitted Kitchen, Two 
Good Sized Bedrooms, Bathroom, 
Utility Area, D/Glazing, C/Heating, 

Off Road Parking, Enclosed Rear 
Garden, Brick Outbuilding. Viewings 
Recommended! No Chain! 


DIBBLE CLOSE, WILLENHALL 

Well Presented Three Bed Mid 
Town House Having Entrance Hall, 
Lounge, Modern Kitchen Diner, 
Family Bathroom, Separate W.C, C/ 
Heating, D/Glazing, Parking To The 


SQUIRES GR, NEW INVENTION 

Two Bed Modern First Floor Apartment 
Having Communal Entrance Hall, 
Private Hallway, Spacious Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen, Two Double Bedrooms, 
Master With En-Suite, Family 
Bathroom, Electric Heating, UPVC 
Double‘ ' *" ' ~ ' 


BENTLEY LANE, WILLENHALL 

Modern Refurbished Three Bed 
Three Storey Semi Having Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen, Conservatory, Two 
Bedrooms On First Floor With A 
Further Bedroom To The Second 
Floor, Bathroom, D/Glazing, C/ 


HeatinaLandscapedGarden 


ISchoolsAndJransportUnks. 


Glazin^An^Allocate^Paddna 


CHURCHILL RD, BENTLEY 

Spacious Three Bed Semi 
Comprising Of Entrance Hall, Lounge, 
Dining Room, Fitted Kitchen, Utility 
Area, Three Good Sized Bedrooms, 
Bathroom, Double Glazing, Central 
Heating, Off Road Parking, Enclosed 


HAWKSWELL DRIVE, WILLENHALL 

Immaculately Presented One Bedroom I 
Town House Comprising Of Entrance I 
Porch, Lounge With Open Plan 
Staircase, Fitted Kitchen, Double 
Bedroom And Fitted Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing, C/Heating, Enclosed Garden. I 
Great First Time Buy Or Buy To Let I 

Investment! I 


REGENT ST, WILLENHALL 

I Well Presented Two Bed End 
I Terraced Property Having Two 
I Reception Rooms, Modern Fitted I 
I Kitchen, Separate Utility, Two Double! 
I Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, D/ 

I Glazing, C/Heating, Cul-De-Sac 
I Location. IDEAL FIRST TIME BUY. I 


LINDEN CLOSE, BENTLEY 

Two Bed Maisonette Comprising Of 
Entrance Porch, Inner Hallway, Modern 
Fitted Breakfast Kitchen, Spacious 
Lounge Diner, Two Double Bedrooms, 
Family Bathroom, D/Glazing, Electric 
Heating, Secure Fenced Communal 
Area To The Rear, Great FTB Or BTL 
I Investment. 


KEYSMITH CL, WILLENHALL 

Well Presented Ground Floor Apartment! 
Comprising Of Communal Entrance I 
Hall, Private Hallway, Spacious Lounge,! 
Kitchen/Diner, Two Double Bedrooms, I 
Bathroom, C/Heating, D/Glazing, And I 
Allocated Parking. Being Close To 


GIPSY LANE, WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Mid Terraced Property 
I Having Lounge, Dining Room, Fitted 
I Kitchen, Ground Floor Bathroom, C/ 
Heating, D/Glazing. Close To Willenht 
I Town Centre Giving Access To 
Good Local Amenities, Schools and 
iTransport Links. Great Investment 


iRearGardemAGreatFamilyHome! 


[Property 


L & S PRESTIGE ESTATES 


46 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 




lir-ian 


WOOD LANE, SHORT HEATH | 

Four Bedroom Detached Property 
Comprising Of Entrance Hall, Lounge, 
Further Separate Lounge/Diner, Open 
Plan Kitchen/Diner, Utility Area, Ground 1 
Floor W.C, Four Double Bedrooms With I 
Built-in Wardrobes, Family Bathroom, C/I 
Heating, D/Glazing, Garage, Generous 
Rear Garden And Off Road Parking. 


WOOD LANE CL, SHORT HEATH 

Superb Three Bedroom Detached 
Dormer Bungalow Comprising Of 
Spacious Lounge, Kitchen/Diner, 
Conservatory, Ground Floor Shower 
Room, Family Bathroom With 
Jacuzzi Bath, C/Heating, D/Glazing, 
meaj^arclen^arag^^Dnvewa^^ 


ESSINGTON RD, ESSINGTON 

Extended Four Bedroom Three Storey 
End Terraced Property Having Entrance 
Porch, Hallway, Lounge, Ground 
Floor W.C, Kitchen/Diner, Separate 
Utility, Master With Fitted Wardrobes 
& Shower, Family Bathroom, Study, 
D/Glazing, C/Heating, Garage & 
Driveway. MUST VIEW. 


ABERFORD CL, WILLENHALL 

Five Bed Semi Detached Having 
Lounge, Spacious Kitchen, Dining 
Room, Family Bathroom, Separate 
Shower Room, D/Glazing, C/ 
Heating, Integral Garage, Front 
& Rear Gardens. Cul-De-Sac 
Location. 


THE HAYES, SUMMER HAYES 

Immaculately Presented Extended 
Three Bed Semi Detached Property 
Having Entrance Hallway, Spacious 
Lounge, Dining Room, Fitted Kitchen, 
Three Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, C/ 
Heating, D/Glazing, Detached Garage, 
Off Road Parking And Enclosed Rear 
Garden. 


I LITTLE ISLAND DR, WILLENHALL | 

| Three Storey Three Bed Semi 
1 Detached Property Comprising Of 
I Entrance Hallway, Sitting Room/ 

I Bedroom Three, Ground Floor W.C, 

I Lounge, Kitchen Diner, Two Double 
I Bedrooms, En-Suite Shower Room, 

■ Family Bathroom, D/Glazing, C/ 

Heating, Garage. 


BEWLEY ROAD, WILLENHALL | 

Immaculately Presented Three Bed 
Semi Comprising Of Entrance Porch, 
Hallway, Fitted Kitchen, Lounge, FeatureB 
Conservatory, Three Double Bedrooms, r 
Bathroom, D/Glazing, C/Heating, a 

Garage And Enclosed Rear Garden. 
Located Close To Local Amenities, 
Schools And Transport Links. 


PATTENHAM CLOSE, WILLENHALL 

Modern Three Storey Town House 
I Comprising Of Entrance Hall, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen Diner, Ground Floor 
W.C, Conservatory, Two Double 
Bedrooms And Bathroom To First 
Floor, Master Bedroom With En-Suite 
I To Second Floor, D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating. Front And Rear Gardens. 




UPLANDS AVENUE, WILLENHALL | 

Two/Three Bed Detached Bungalow 
Comprising Of Entrance Porch, 

Hallway, Lounge, Dining Room, 

Kitchen, Utility, Two Double Bedrooms, I 
Bathroom, Basement/Hobby Room, I 
Cellar, C/Heating, D/Glazing, Detached I 
Garage, Enclosed Rear Garden. Must " 


GLASTONBURY CRES, BLOXWICH | 

Fully Refurbished Four Bedroom 
Detached Property Comprising 
Lounge, Modern Fitted Kitchen/Diner, L 
Laundry Room, Ground Floor Bedroom H 
With En-Suite, Three First Floor m 

Bedrooms, Modern Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing, C/Heating. Front, Side And | 


7&e mulct like to with oil om cuotom&u fecwt oud 
fcneowt a ventf, “THenntf, dkniMmoo octet a pmofmmo um 


WILLENHALL RD, W'TON 

Well Presented, Modern, Three 
Storey Town House Having Entrance] 
Hallway, Ground Floor W.C, Family 
Lounge, Spacious Kitchen Diner, 

Three Double Bedrooms, Two With 
En-Suite, D/Glazing, C/Heating, Off | 
Roac^addng^eai^ardei^^ 


RIDING WAY, SHORT HEATH 

|Three Bedroom Semi Detached 
Property Comprising Of Porch, 
Entrance Hallway, Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen, Dining Room, Three 
Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, C/ 
Heating, D/Glazing, Garage, Carport, 
Enclosed Rear Garden And Off Road 


JOHNSON RD, DARLASTON 

Extended Three Bed End Town House | 
Comprising Of Entrance Porch, Inner 
Hallway, Fitted Kitchen, Spacious 
Extended Lounge, Three Generous 
Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, D/ 

Glazing, C/Heating, Good Sized Front 
And Rear Gardens With Off Road 
Parking. 


SQUIRES GROVE, NEW INVENTION 

I Modern Three Bed Town House 
I On The Much Sought After Squires 
I Grove Development In New Invention 
I Having Spacious Lounge, Kitchen/ 

I Diner, Ground Floor W.C, Master With 
I En-Suite, Fitted Wardrobes, Family 
I Bathroom, UPVC D/Glazing, C/Heating, 
Enclosed Rear Garden & Driveway. 


Oun o^ice clooeo at ifm m Sat 21°* Vecemllen amt te- 
ofiwo at 9am m Hkmoclatf, 2 td ^muantf, 


t ^ 


CHESTER CLOSE, WILLENHALL | 

Extended Stylish Three Bedroom 
Semi-Detached Property Comprising 
Of Porch, Lounge, Spacious Modern 
Kitchen/Diner, Three Bedrooms, 

Bathroom With Jacuzzi Bath, D/Glazing, I 
C/Heating, Enclosed Rear Garden. 

Close To Local Schools, Transport Links I 
And Amenities. Must View. 


DEVON ROAD, WILLENHALL 

I Three Bed Semi Detached Property 
1 Having Entrance Hall, Lounge, 
Modern Kitchen/Diner With 
Integrated Appliances, Stylish 
Family Bathroom, Detached Garage/ 
I Utility Store, D/Glazing, C/Heating, 

I Off Road Parking. MUST VIEW 


^■1 

SQUIRES GROVE, NEW INVENTION 

Two Bed Mid Town House Property 
Comprising Of Entrance Hallway, 
Modern Fitted Kitchen, Ground Floor 
W.C, Lounge, Two Bedrooms, En- 
Suite, Family Bathroom, D/Glazing, 
C/Heating, Brick Bin Store, Enclosed 
Rear Garden And Two Allocated 
Parking Spaces. 


MEMORY LANE, DARLASTON 

Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 
Property Comprising Entrance Hall, 
Spacious Lounge, Modern Kitchen/ 
Diner, Conservatory, Ground Floor 
W.C, Three Bedrooms, Family 
Bathroom, C/Heating, D/Glazing. 
Close To Good Local Amenities And 
JransportLinkSjMustView! 


ENSBURY CLOSE, WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Link Detached Property 






mm* 




REGENT STREET, WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Mid Terraced Property Having 


Two Reception Rooms, Stylish Fitted 
Kitchen, Two Double Bedrooms, 
Refitted Bathroom, D/Glazing, C/ 
Heating And Enclosed Rear Garden. 
This Property Is Presented In Show 
Home Condition, Must Be Viewed To 
FullyAppreciate. 


GRENVILLE CLOSE, BENTLEY 

Presented One Bed First Floor 
Masionette Comprising Of Entrance 
Hall, Stairs To First Floor Living 
Accommodation, Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, 
Double Bedroom, Bathroom, D/Glazing, 
Thermostatic Electric Heating, Garage 
And A Driveway. Close To Amenities And 
Transport Links. Great BTL! 


Willenhall 01902 606595 www.prestige-estatesuk.com 


* - * » 
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Grayling backs prison 
during academy visit 



Secretary of State for Justice Chris Grayling talks to stu¬ 
dents at Willenhall E-ACT Academy in Furzebank Way 


JUSTICE Secretary Chris Grayling says he has every con¬ 
fidence that troubled Oakwood prison will be able to turn 
its fortunes round. 

The Conservative MP was in the Black Country last week 
visiting Willenhall E-ACT Academy. HMP Oakwood in 
Featherstone - the UK’s biggest prison with 1,600 inmates - 
has been dubbed ‘ Jokewood’ after a damning report listed a 
string of criticisms over its performance. 

But Mr Grayling defended the ‘super-prison’, saying: “We 
have to remember, every new prison - public or priv-ate - 
takes a while to get embedded in. Oakwood is a really good 
facility. I’m sure they will get things sorted out. I’m confident 
it will be good. They are doing an awful lot of work there. It 
is just teething problems.” Shadow Justice Secretary Sadiq 
Khan previously called for G4S, which runs Oakwood, to be 
removed if improvements are not made in six months. 

Mr Grayling also commented during his visit on propos¬ 
als to increase MPs’ pay by 11 per cent, saying: “We have all 
said it’s not appropriate for MPs to have a big rise.” 

At Willenhall E-ACT Academy in Furzebank Way, Mr 
Grayling spoke to law students from the Sixth Form about 
his role in Parliament. 


Buskers may 
have to face 
x Factor-style 
judges panel 


STREET buskers will need a permit to perf¬ 
orm in Walsall town centre and may have to 
battle through X Factor-style auditions to 
prove they are good enough, under new plans. 

Walsall Council’s licensing team is proposing to 
bring in the new street entertainment policy, which 
aims to ensure the town only attracts ‘quality’ enter¬ 
tainment and that buskers do not become a nuisance. 


The scheme will also int¬ 
roduce rules for where bus¬ 
kers can perform in the town 
centre and for how long. If 
they do not comply with the 
code of conduct, the author¬ 
ity may remove their permit. 

Permits may also be 
removed if the council 
receives complaints from the 
public or representations 
from the police, fire author¬ 
ity or another partner. 

Views are being sought on 
the proposals, including 
whether buskers should 
have to audition in front of a 
panel to assess their suit¬ 
ability. The panel would be 
made up of a representative 
from businesses in the town 
centre, the community and 
an elected member. 

The council says most 
forms of entertainment may 
be performed in Walsall as 
long as it does not present a 
hazard to other people, is not 
indecent or in bad taste and 
does not damage the high- 


by Lisa Wright 

way and street furniture. 
Entertainment not permit¬ 
ted includes acts involving 
fire, knives, weapons or 
similar objects, drumming 
unless it is a minor element 
of a performance, and any 
striptease or nudity. 

Councillor Zahid Ali, 
Walsall Council’s portfolio 
holder for public health and 
protection, said: “The plans 
are only draft at the moment 
and we would welcome feed¬ 
back from local residents.” 

Buskers must be over 18 
and will need to complete an 
application form from the 
council, plus proof of public 
liability and possibly a small 
fee. Comments can be sub¬ 
mitted by December 31 to 
licensingenforcement@wals 
all.gov.uk or by post to 
Street Entertainment Con¬ 
sultation, Licensing Enf¬ 
orcement, Walsall Council, 
Civic Centre, Darwall 
Street, Walsall, WS1 1TE 


MP writes to bus chiefs 

AN MP has written to transport bosses amid concerns over 
funding cuts to the Ring and Ride service. Walsall North MP 
David Winnick said the vulnerable should not have to bear 
the brunt of cuts. A rally is being staged in Walsall on 
January 18, amid concerns the service will be affected as part 
of £14.6 million Centro cuts. He said: “In my letter, I mention 
that a number of constituents have already contacted me 
over this. No doubt this has been similar in other areas.” 



Rugeley 


Heath Hayes 


CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 

• Free Estimates 

• Fast Fitting Service 

• Free Parking on site at our stores 

• Established for over 30 years 

• Additional savings on housefulls 

• We beat any like for like quote 

• Big discount for Landlords 


Unit 7, Trent Business Park, 

Power Station Road, Rugeley. WS15 2HS 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 


Tel: 01889 579074 



Five Ways House, Five Ways, 

Heath Hayes WS123EA 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 

Tel: 01543 270052 


Walsall Road, Walsall Wood. WS99AH 

Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday 
and10am-4pm Sunday 

Tel: 01543 897070 




GWM 
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AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 



Established 30 Years 


www.bentleytile.co.uk | 

Bentley Ceramics 


10% off with this advert conditions apply 


■ Marble 

■ Granite 

■ Glass 

■ Natural 
Stone 

MAIN SHOWROOM 

01922 455532 

Unit 6 Birch Lane 
Business Park, 
Birch Lane, Stannall, 
Walsall WS9 OOF 


■ Limestone 

■ Stone 

■ Travertine 

■ Slate 

■ Porcelain 

RETAIL SHOP 

01922 623018 

191 Wolverhampton 
Road West, 
Bentley, Walsall 
WS2 ODU 


Worcester { Vallierf^^erolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 


www.plumbingpoinl.co.uk 



Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, 
Darlaston, WS10 8SX t: 0121568 8268 


DARLASTON 


Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 



1200 slider 
8 m Glassl 
1200x800 Tray | 

£300 

Complete 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


I LUXURY 
BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
4 Piece 1 Tap 
k Hole Set with 
Soft Close 

Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug 


£240 
L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CANT 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 



Amazing Offer 

Yubo 1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock. . £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour..£620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

. Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter.... 
Gutter Bracket. 

Soffit. 

5.5 Downpipe . 


£ 6.50 

£ 0.50 

...£ 5.50 

£ 8.00 


Sq or round, black, white or brown 

MOST ITEMS IN STOCK 


BATHROOMl 

cladding [ 

Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

ba in 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

BAi nriUUivi 

VHDIIICIJ 

Wide Choice available, 
start from £65 
up to £180 

WEL n«ii_o| 
Good selection on show, f 
comprehensive prices starts 
from £65 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 
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a 30th pop anniversary! 



Now 86 - 30 years since the first in the pop compila¬ 
tion, taking music from Culture Club to One Direction 


FASHIONS and even the medium has 
changed, from New Edition to ID, 
from vinyl and cassette via CD to 
MP3, but the Now series of compila¬ 
tion albums just go on and on. 

This series officially called Now 
That’s What I Call Music! has cele¬ 
brated 30 years and reached its 86th 
edition. The format has remained 
much the same, a jukebox - young¬ 
sters, ask your nan - worth of the latest 
pop hits packed into one package. 

Rock fans may sneer that Now com¬ 
pilations are mere throwaway music, 
an audio Big Mac compared with the 
more sustaining fare of the serious 
artist. But that’s the point, this is 
casual consumer pop, packed with 
quick fixes of fun sounds to make a 
boring commute pass more quickly - 
and there’s nothing wrong with that 
provided an alternative is available. 

The first Now featured Culture 
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Today’s pop stars, Katy Perry, above left, goes for a demure 
girl next door look while Lady Gaga goes for scary doll look 

nal Britpop superstar (if you don’t 
count Tommy Steele) is back but 
minus mistletoe and wine. Cliff has 
gone to his 1950s roots on his 100th 
album The Fabulous Rock ‘iT Roll 
Songbook. It includes his new song 
Fabulous, which sounds rather like 
Elvis Presley’s Teddy Bear, which Cliff 
also covers. The King himself is repre¬ 
sented by The Nation’s Favourite 
Elvis Songs album, as chosen on TV 
As for today, Katy Perry roars back 
into contention as a top pop princess 
with album Prism including her hit 
Roar. But Lady Gaga seems to lose the 
plot with Artpop. She has taken her 
eye off the (Monster) ball with this 
lacklustre offering of so-so disco with a 
smattering of rap. There is a bit of 
shock but very little awe. If she spent 
much time on the music as the out¬ 
landish outfits then maybe it would not 
be such a disappointment. LB 


Club, Phil Collins, Rod Stewart and 
UB40. Pop has hit back with a 
vengeance judging by a Now 86 line¬ 
up including Katy Perry, One Direc¬ 
tion, Jessie J, Lady Gaga, will.i.am, 
The Wanted, Lily Allen, James Arthur. 

Of course, you can also turn to spe¬ 
cialist Now releases. There is Now 
That’s What I Call Club Hits which, 
given the influence of dance music on 
pop, is similar to the mainstream series 
as it features Avicii, Jason Derulo, 
Robin Thicke, Naughty Boy, Rita Ora, 
Jessie J, and Lady Gaga. 

Now That’s What I Call Disney 
features just about every popular song 
you can think of from Disney movies 
and Now That’s What I Call Christ¬ 
mas has 63 festive tunes to soundtrack 
the big day from turkey stuffing to 
port-induced headache. 

Christmas is the traditional time to 
hear from Cliff Richard and the origi- 



Victorian Arcade, 
Walsall WS1 IRE 
Telephone: 
01922 623905 
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ncf furnishings 


Kfsl 


stcurts 26td Decewibeii! 




In stock ready for 
Immediate delivery 


£179 



now on at ncf furnishings! 


Devine Collection Medway Fabric sofa 

A wonderful modern fabric sofa that fits with every day living, The fabulous 3+2 package features 
pocket sprung seats and emulates pure comfort and relaxation, suited to any modern home. 


half price 1 . 

on the Medway 3+2 SofaPackage 



ELECTRIC 3 SEATER I ELECTRIC 2 SEATER I ELECTRIC CHAIR 

£1499 £1299 £699 


Congo Corner Group 

in stock for immediate delivery 


Avon Collection 

in stock for immediate delivery 


Lazboy Georgia Collection 

in stock for immediate delivery 


NCF Retail Park, 

Green Lane, 

Cannock, WS11 OJJ 

©: 01543 570 759 


NCF Perry Barr, 

2-6 Kingstanding Road, 
Perry Barr, B448AA 

®:0121 3567022 


take advantage of 

massive discounts 

throughout every department. 


WHY WAIT? IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS! 


ncf 

furnishing your home... 
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Bradford Place, Walsall Science & Art Institute, in 1935 Bloxwich, with the Electric Theatre cinema, right, circa 1910 Pelsall Common, near Walsall Rd and Church Rd, early 1900s The Hawthorn Inn, High St, Walsall Wood, about 1924 



Diversity of areas which 
! became part of borough 


The Croft, Aldridge, St Mary’s Church and Manor Farm, in the early 1900s 


THE towns and villages that 
today fall within the adminis¬ 
trative boundary of Walsall 
Metropolitan Borough are 
remarkably diverse in charac¬ 
ter; historically, geographi¬ 
cally and socially. 

That diversity reflects change and 
upheaval over centuries, as the area 
moved from an agricultural economy in 
earliest times to light industrial, then 
heavy, making a major contribution to 
the 18th-19th century Industrial Revo¬ 
lution and, after the turmoil of the 20th 
century, moving towards post-industrial. 

As a result, apart from central shop¬ 
ping areas, some places are now urban, 
sometimes mixed with industry, others 


by Stuart Williams 

are suburban or even semi-rural. Still 
others clearly retain their character as 
part of the historic Black Country, yet 
more are equally clearly not within that 
area, despite being close. 

The move in 1974 from Staffordshire 
to the new West Midlands ‘county’, 
which around the same time saw the 
enlargement of the old Walsall County 
Borough into a new, enlarged Walsall 
Metropolitan Borough, also had its 
effect, not only with an increase in the 
borough’s population but also through 
the bringing together of places with 
even more differences in their local her¬ 
itage, history and loyalties. 

All of the towns and villages within 


today’s metropolitan borough are, 
despite their apparent merging on 
modern maps, highly distinctive and 
each has its own character and local 
population who are proud of that. 

Indeed, while all acknowledge their 
location within the borough, most 
would also first state proudly their alle¬ 
giance to their own home town, village, 
district, patch - even housing estate! 
This is one of the things that makes the 
study of history within the ever-chang¬ 
ing Walsall Metropolitan Borough so 
fascinating, so rich and so varied - as 
you can see from the historic pictures 
presented here. 

Now, as a staff member of Walsall 
Local History Centre, I have tried to 
both reflect and salute that diversity 
and distinctiveness by writing the 


centre’s latest book, Walsall Borough 
Past & Present, presenting a series of 
short histories of 10 of Walsall’s towns 
and villages, with past and present pho¬ 
tographs. 

Of course, there is much, much more 
to discover about all of these places and 
more, here at the centre, than you could 
find in any book. Why not come and let 
us show you? 

Prints of pictures shown and thou¬ 
sands more are available to purchase by 
special order, as well as a wide range of 
books, from Walsall Local History 
Centre. For local and family history, 
drop into the centre in Essex Street, 
which is part of Walsall Council. Tele¬ 
phone 01922 721305. For more infor¬ 
mation online see www.walsall. 
gov.uk/local historycentre 



ernes 


OF WALSALL 


CLEARANCE ROOM NOW OPEN 


•jS& 




SALE NOW ON 


12 MOUNTRATH STREET, WALSALL, WS1 3LY TELEPHONE 01922 647721 

www.duncanjames.co.uk 
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Cabos 1.35m Sideboard 

in stock for immediate delivery 


was£499 £299 



Bentley DesignsTurner Sideboard 

in stock for immediate delivery 


£499 



now on at ncf furnishings! 


Cabos Dining Collection 

A magnificent range of American white oak (solid/veneer) finish, Hard wearing top provides stability 
and durability to the dining table. A modern twist on traditional design. 


HUGE I I HUGE I HUGE 

FREE I KBPS I CARPET I 100,000sa, 

CARPARK I rr M*sS” ■ SHOWROOM ■ SHOWROOM 



EXTENDING TABLE 



. 


NCF Retail Park, 

Green Lane, 

Cannock, WS11 OJJ 

©: 01543 570 759 



NCF Perry Barr, 

2-6 Kingstanding Road, 
Perry Barr, B448AA 

®:0121 3567022 


take advantage of 

massive discounts 

throughout every department. 


WHY WAIT? IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS! 



TABLE & 4 CHAIRS 


£549 


ncf 

furnishing your home. 
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now on at ncf furnishings! 



Twirl Coffee table 

in stock for immediate delivery 


was£299 £149 



Quebec Coffee table 

in stock for immediate delivery 


£99 


llmor Bed frame Collection 

The llmor faux leather bed frame is a part of the Panache Collection and exclusive to NCF Furnishings. 
This bed features stunning chrome effect feet, classic styling along with a detailed head board end. 


HUGE I I HUGE I HUGE 

FREE I {OT I CARPET I 100,000s™ 

CARPARK I rr M»' I SHOWROOM ■ SHOWROOM 



5'0" KING SIZE FRAME 


4'6" Double Frame 



NCF Retail Park, 

Green Lane, 

Cannock, WS11OJJ 

©: 01543 570 759 


NCF Perry Barr, 

2-6 Kingstanding Road, 
Perry Barr, B448AA 

®:0121 3567022 


take advantage of 

massive discounts 

throughout every department. 


WHY WAIT? IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS! 
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FESTIVE ENTERTAINMENT 


Marking 75th year 
of Rep’s festive fun 

WITH 75 years of pan¬ 
tomimes and performances 
under their belt, Oldbury 
Rep’s production of Jack 
and the Beanstalk prom¬ 
ises to be a giant of a family 
panto. 

This production of the 
well known fairytale has 
been written by Alan Wood, 
the group’s longest serving 
member. 

The group celebrated its 
75th anniversary this year 
and has performed more 
than 400 shows over the 
years. 

This is the fifth time the 
theatre has put on Jack and 
the Beanstalk since their 
first production in 1978. 

It runs from Friday, 
January 10, to Saturday, 
January 18. 

Tickets: Adults £10, con¬ 
cessions £9. Call 0121 552 
2761or visit the www.old 
buryrep.org website. 

It’s Mother Goose 
for Stourbridge 

STOURBRIDGE Pan¬ 
tomime Company are once 
again treading the boards 
in a seasonal favourite. 

The group, which has 
been going since 1969, will 
present classic panto 
Mother Goose at Stour¬ 
bridge Town Hall following 
a successful production of 
Cinderella last year. 

In 2011 the group won 
the best pantomime in the 
Black Country award at the 
national Operatic and Dra¬ 
matic Association West 
Midlands ceremony. 

Mother Goose runs from 
January 18 to 25. Tickets 
are adults £13, concessions 
£9. Call 01384 836963 or 
see the www. stour 
bridgepanto.co.uk website. 


How to look good in panto 


HE’S used to telling us how to look 
good naked but Gok Wan will swap 
fashion for panto fun to star in Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs at Birm¬ 
ingham Hippodrome. 

The TV fashion guru 
plays the Man in the 
Mirror^ and stars along- 


Joanne is the 
wicked queen 



Joanne Malin plays the 
villainous Queen Evilene 

A TRADITIONAL panto 
with audience participation 
returns to The Garrick 
Theatre with TV newsreader 
Joanne Malin as Queen 
Evilene in Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs. 

The Lichfield theatre is 
celebrating 10 years of 
panto. It is produced com¬ 
pletely in-house, with no 
touring company in sight, 
and features a professional 
cast. Children from local 
dance schools, including 
Bojangles in the city, and a 
live band will feature. 

The show runs until 
Sunday, January 5.Tickets 
cost Adults £22.50 or £20, 
children £13.50 or £12.50. 
Contact 01543 412121 or see 
www. lichfieldgar r ick .com 


side EastEnders actor 
John Partridge, who is 
best known for playing 
Christian in the BBC 
soap, as Prince Charm¬ 
ing. 

The star-studded cast 
also includes television and 
film legend Stephanie 
Beacham, who appeared in 
Dynasty, and who will take 
to the stage as The Wicked 
Queen. 

Song and dance man 
Gary Wilmot will also star 
in the show in his first 
appearance as a panto 
dame. 

Danielle Hope, aged 21, 
who won the BBC’s talent 
show Over the Rainbow, to 
appear as Dorothy in The 
Wizard of Oz at the London 
Palladium will be taking 
the role of Snow White. 

No actual dwarfs will be 
appearing in the show 
though, with the magnifi¬ 
cent seven being played by 
physical theatre actors 
wearing special costumes 
to make them look small. 
The production runs from 
Thursday, December 19 to 
Sunday, February 2. 

Ticket prices range from 
£12 to £39. For further 
details contact 0844 338 
5000 or visit www.birming 
hamhippodrome .com 



Are you sure about that collar girlfriend? Gok Wan with Stephanie Beacham and John Partridge in costume for 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at Birmingham Hippodrome which opens tonight and continues until February 2 


Sleeping 
Beauty at 
the Grand 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S 
Grand Theatre has 
launched Sleeping Beauty 
which continues until 
January 18 starring come¬ 
dian and former King of 
the I’m a Celebrity jungle 
Joe Pasquale as Muddles. 

His is joined by former 
Coronation Street star 
Lucy Evans as Princess 
Beauty and international 
cabaret artist Ceri Dupree 
as Queen Passionella. 

A total of 59,000 people 
went to see last year’s 
show, Jack and the 
Beanstalk, during its six 
week run. Bosses at the 
Lichfield Street theatre 
say Sleeping Beauty is set 
to be the theatre’s most 
popular panto yet. 

It runs until January 18 
and tickets range from 
£16.50 to £26.50. Conces¬ 
sions available. Contact 
01902 429212 or see 
www.grandtheatre.info for 
further details. 

Dick Whittington 
turning to Forest 

NOW in its fifth year at the 
Leamore venue, the Forest 
Arts Centre’s panto has 
become the biggest in 
Walsall. 

The show features pro¬ 
fessional actors alongside 
members of Walsall Youth 
Theatre, which is also 
based at the Hawbush 
Road venue. 

Dick Whittington runs 
until this Sunday. Tickets 
are £6. Call 0845 111 2898 
or see www.forestartscen 
tre.co.uk 


Advice from your local NHS to keep well this winter 


czza 

Walsall Clinical Commissioning Group 




Season's Greetings 
from Dr Amrik Gill, 
Chair of Walsall CCG 


Although Christmas may be the 
season to be jolly, we all need to 
look after our health to make this 
festive season memorable for the 
right reasons. Here at Walsall CCG 
we have put together some tips 
to help you stay safe and well during 
Christmas and the New Year: 


Choose Well this winter 

CALL NHS 111 for all non-urgent health queries. 

Lines are open 24/7 for expert advice and information. 


Xiik 

urgent than 999 


Need a GP over Christmas and New Year? 

GP PRACTICES will close at their normal time on Tuesday 24 
December, and open at their normal time on Friday 27 December. 
They will close again at their normal time on Tuesday 31 December 
and will open at their normal time on Thursday 2 January 2014. 
Practices are closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. 


Pharmacies open over 
Christmas and New Year: 

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DECEMBER 

• PLECK PHARMACY, 246A Wednesbury 
Tel 01922 646555. Open 10am - 6pm 

• A KARIM’S CHUCKERY PHARMACY, 

7-9 Kinnery Street, The Chukery, Walsall WS1 2LD 
Tel 01922 613786. Open 12 noon - 3pm 

• BLACKWOOD PHARMACY, 

87 Blackwood Road, Streetly, Sutton Coldfield B74 3PW 
Tel 0121 353 4866. Open 12 noon - 3pm 



• COLD WEATHER is especially dangerous for older people or 
people with Long Term Conditions such as diabetes, chest 
problems and arthritis. Keep warm, keep well. Dress warmly 
with several light layers of clothing, eat properly and have regular 
warm drinks. 

• STOCK UP YOUR MEDICINE CABINET with paracetamol, 
ibuprofen, indigestion remedies, cough mixture and other 
medication that your family needs. If you need any repeat 
prescriptions, allow plenty of time to collect these from your GP. 


GP WALK IN CENTRE Market Square, Digbeth, Walsall WS1 1QZ 
Tel 01922 605730. Open 8am - 8pm on weekdays, weekends and 
bank holidays. 

GP OUT OF HOURS SERVICE Tel 0300 555 0306. Operates 6.30pm 
- 8am, Monday to Friday and all day on weekends and bank holidays. 


Need emergency dental treatment? 


• DRINK IN MODERATION: excessive alcohol consumption can 
affect your whole body - not just the liver. Never drink and drive. 

• If you have diarrhoea and vomiting, you may have the winter 
vomiting bug NOROVIRUS. This is easily spread through 
contact between people. Limit the spread of the virus by 
washing your hands and keeping hard surfaces clean. Drink 
plenty of fluids and use simple painkillers and rehydration 
mixtures. DON’T GO TO A&E. If the symptoms continue for 
longer than 48 hours or you feel very poorly, call your GP or 111. 

• If you have COLD OR FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS, it’s best to stay 
at home, keep warm, drink plenty of fluids and take regular 
painkillers such as paracetamol or ibuprofen. 



Wishing you a happy and healthy festive period! 

Dr Amrik Gill 

Walsall Clinical Commissioning Group 


DENTAL OUT OF HOURS SERVICE for urgent dental treatment 
operates 8.30am - 12 noon on weekends and bank holidays. 
Patients registered with a Dentist should contact their practice 
for advice. If closed a recorded message will provide advice. 

DENTAL ACCESS CENTRE Blakenall Meadow Health Centre, 
Thames Rd WS3 1LZ. Tel 07976 246404 (Standard NHS emergency 
fee of £18 applies unless patients are eligible for free treatment). 


Accessing Palliative Care: 

PALLIATIVE CARE covered by Pharmacies on the bank holidays: 

• OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY: 25 DEC 

BEACON PHARMACY, 81 Collingwood Drive, Great Barr B43 7JW 

• OPEN BOXING DAY: 26 DEC & NEW YEAR’S DAY: 1 JAN 

LLOYDS PHARMACY, 14 Oxford Street, Pleck WS2 9HY 

PALLIATIVE CARE medicine stockists: 

• TESCO, Neptune Industrial Estate, Owen Rd, Willenhall WV13 2PZ 


V. 01922 618388 
# WalsalICCG 


getinvolved@walsall.nhs.uk 

www.walsallccg.nhs.uk 


For more information visit www.nhs.uk 


OPEN BOXING DAY: 26 DECEMBER 

• PLECK PHARMACY, 246A Wednesbury Road WS2 9QN 
Tel 01922 646555. Open 10am - 6pm 

• SAINSBURY’S PHARMACY, Reedswood Way WS2 8XA 
Tel 01922 633876. Open 10am - 5pm 

• LLOYDS PHARMACY, 169 High Street, Bloxwich WS3 3LH 
Tel 01922 476108. Open 10am - 2pm 

• ASDA, 42 George Street, Walsall WS1 1RS 
Tel 01922 704130. Open 9am - 6pm 

• ASDA, Woodall Street, Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 3JR 
Tel 01922 498000. Open 9am - 6pm 

• ASDA, St Lawrence Way, Darlaston WS10 8UZ 
Tel 0121 568 4010. Open 9am - 6pm 

• BOOTS, Unit A, 58 Park Street, Walsall WS1 1NG 
Tel 01922 621555. Open 8.30am - 4.30pm 

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY: 1 JANUARY 

• PLECK PHARMACY, 246A Wednesbury Road WS2 9QN 
Tel 01922 646555. Open 10am - 6pm 

• ASDA, 42 George Street, Walsall WS1 1 RS 
Tel 01922 704130. Open 10am - 4pm 

• ASDA, Woodall Street, Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 3JF 
Tel 01922 498000. Open 10am - 4pm 

• ASDA, St Lawrence Way, Darlaston WS10 8UZ 
Tel 0121 568 4010. Open 10am - 4pm 

• BOOTS, Unit A, 58 Park Street, Walsall WS1 1 NG 
Tel 01922 621555. Open 10.30am - 4.30pm 

• BOOTS, 3 Stafford Street, Willenhall WV13 1TQ 
Tel 01902 605255. Open 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Improving Health 

and Wellbeing for Walsall 
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BBS CHRISTMAS EVE I 


Karl (Elvis Tribute) J 


BOXING NIGHT 




■ c 


m 






GAGG’S 60 s-Present^ 

i-jy yy_^ 

12 noon-i 

prr 

■NEW YEAR’S EVE^B 

£2.5 

VG 

0 


- Tickets £5, £3, Under 5s FREE 


44 BEACON STREET, WALSALL, WS12DL 
TELEPHONE 01922 625774 


Also at the CHUCKERY CLUB 

•CHESS • CHOIR BINGO 
•POOL • DOMINOES 
•KEEP FIT • SLIMMING 

•FUNCTION ROOM 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
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LONDON 

THEATRE 



Choose your show, price band* 
and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 
Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in 
London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and 
Dance option see the matinee performance before 
heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco 
(conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full 
English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London 
hotels tickets are for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. 
Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of 
your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top 
priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the 
Theatre Showstopper package. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

k Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590XL 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 





BBC 1 



BBC 2 


ITV 


Ch4 


Ch5 


Edward is forced to 
make a confession in 
Holby City, 8.00pm 

■ 6.00 Breakfast 9.00 The Gruffalo 

(R) 9.30 A CBeebies Christmas 
M&st Carol Adaptation of the Charles 
Dickens novel. 10.10 Sarah & 
Duck: Christmas Special 10.20 
FILM: The Santa Clause 3: The 
Escape Clause (2006) Christmas 
fantasy comedy sequel, starring 
Tim Allen. ★★★ 11.45 Only Fools 
and Horses Part two of two. The 
Trotters arrive in America. (R) 1.10 
BBC News 1.20 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.30 FILM: The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe 
(2005) Four children discover a 
secret entrance to a mystical land 
that an evil witch has cursed with 
perpetual winter. Fantasy adventure, 
starring Tilda Swinton and Georgie 
Henley.. ★★★ 


3.40 Toy Story 2 (1999) 

Animated sequel, with 
the voice of Tom Hanks. 

★★★★ 

5.10 Shrek the Halls Festive 
animated short, starring 
the lovable ogre. (R) 

5.35 BBC News 

5.50 Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

5.55 Finding Nemo 

(2003) Animated 
adventure, with the 
voices of Albert Brooks 
and Ellen DeGeneres. 

★★★★ 

7.30 EastEnders A defiant 
David resists Janine’s plea 
to drop his blackmail plan, 
and Joey is optimistic as 
Alice’s hearing arrives. Alfie 
and Kat bid an emotional 
farewell to the Queen Vic. 

8.00 Holby City Edward is 
forced to make a 
confession about Mary- 
Claire, Zosia is determined 
not to let her father back 
into her life, and Mo tries to 
pluck up the courage to 
ask Mr Thompson out. 
9.00 Last Tango in Halifax 
Gillian worries about the 
fallout from her confession 
and Kate is rushectttq 
hospital. Caroline’s 
emotions are in turmoil as 
Celia and Alan’s wedding 
day dawns. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 Not Going Out 
Christmas Special Lee 

invites Lucy and her 
parents to join him and 
Daisy to spend Christmas 
in a cosy old country house 
that used to belong to his 
aunt - but they soon sense 
a spooky presence. 
10.450 utnumbered 
Christmas special from 
2012. The Brockmans 
throw a party, but Karen is 
too busy chatting online, 
Jake has fallen in with a 
bad crowd and the less 
said about the guests the 
better; (R) National Lottery 
Update 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 
11.45Westminster Abbey: 

The First Eucharist of 
Christmas JJve service 
from Westminster Abbey in 
London, led by the Very 
Rev John Hall. Carols 
included) Come, All Ye 
Faithful, Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing and 0 Little 
Town of Bethlehem. 

1.05 FILM: Protocol (1984) 

Comedy, with Goldie Hawn and 

Chris Sarandon. ★★★ 2.35 

Weatherview 2.40 BBC News 



Jo Brand Phill Jupitus 
and Brendan O’Carroll 
feature in QI XL, 9.00pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.50 Natural 
World: Animal House (R) 7.50 
FILM: Herbie Rides Again (1974) 

Disney comedy sequel, starring 
Helen Hayes. ★★★ 9.15 

Westminster Abbey The choir 
prepares to sing at a papal Mass in 
St Peter’s Basilica, Rome. (R) 10.15 
FILM: An American in Paris (1951) 
Romantic musical, starring Gene 
Kelly and Leslie Caron. ★★★★ 
12.05 FILM: Splash! (1984) 
Romantic fantasy comedy, with Tom 
Hanks and Daryl Hannah. ★★★ 
1.50 FILM: Guys and Dolls (1955) 
A gambler tries to win the heart of a 
Salvation Army member, while his 
friend searches for somewhere to 
hold an illegal dice game. Musical, 
with Frank Sinatra and Marlon 
Brando. ★★★★ 


4.15 Fantasia (1940) 

Premiere. Animated 
anthology, set to 
famous pieces of 
classical music. ★★★★ 

6.15 Carols from King’s 
Music and readings from 
the Chapel of King’s 
College, Cambridge, 
including the carols Once 
in Royal David’s City, 0 
Little Town of Bethlehem 
and God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen. 

7.30 The Perfect 

Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special A 

selection of classic clips 
from the duo’s festive BBC 
specials, including Angela 
Rippon coming out from 
behind the news desk and 
Andre Previn being shown 
howto play Grieg. 

8.00 Victoria Wood’s 
Midlife Christmas A 
festive special from 2009 
that attempts to cram a 
night’s Christmas viewing 
into an hour. Highlights 
include the Midlife 
Olympics 2009, popular 
costume drama Lark Pies 
to Cranchesterford and the 
adventures of soap star Bo 
Beaumont. (R) 

9.00 QI XL Stephen Fry hosts a 
festive edition of the 
comedy quiz, with Jo 
Brand, Phill Jupitus, 
Brendan O’Carroll and 
Alan Davies answering 
questions on the theme of 
Kris Kringle. 

9.45 Mel Smith: I’ve Sort of 
Done Things A 

celebration of the life and 
career of the actor, writer 
and director, who died in 
July at the age of 60. With 
contributions by Griff Rhys 
Jones, John Lloyd and 
Richard Curtis. 

10.45 Comedy Connections 

The story of how Mel Smith 
and Griff Rhys Jones 
collaborated to create one 
of the most successful and 
influential partnerships in 
comedy history. (R) 
11.25The Awakening 
(2011) An investigator 
of supernatural hoaxes 
has her sceptical beliefs 
challenged when she is 
summoned to a 
haunting at a boarding 
school. Horror, starring 
Rebecca Hall and 
Dominic West. ★★★ 

1.05 FILM: The Spiral Staircase 

(1945) Period thriller, starring 

Dorothy McGuire, (b/w) ★★★ 2.30 

This Is BBC 2 



Priya tells David to call 
off the wedding in 
Emmerdale, 7.00pm 

6.00 Daybreak 8.30 Lorraine 9.25 
FILM: The Christmas Takeover 
(1998) A cold-hearted toy tycoon 
goes to the Nofth Pole to drive 
Santa out of business, only to have 
a crisis of conscience. Comedy 
drama, starring Harry Hamlin and 
William Hootkins. ★★ 11.30 
Catchphrase Revival of the game 
show, hosted by Stephen Mulhern. 
(R) 12.15 ITV News and Weather 
12.30 Let’s Do Christmas with 
Gino & Mel With singer Billy Ocean. 
Last in the series. 1.30 Steppin’ Out 
with Katherine Jenkins A cabaret 
show with the classical singer and 
celebrity guests. (R) 2.45 Gary 
Barlow: Journey to Afghanistan 
The X Factor judge performs a a;| 
concert for British troops at C|mp 
Bastion. (R) 


3.45 Fast Freddie, the 
Widow and Me Drama, 
starring Laurence Fox and 
Sarah Smart. (R) 

5.15 The Nation’s Favourite 
Christmas Song A 

countdown of the top 20 
festive tunes. (R) 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 
7.00 Emmerdale An emotional 

Priya tells David she wants 
him to call off the wedding 
and be a proper family with 
her and the baby. Megan 
packs her bags to leave 
after Declan lashes out 
again. 

7.30 You’ve Been Framed! 
At Christmas Harry Hill 
narrates a festive and 
comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring a kid wrestling a 
Christmas tree and the 
world’s most terrifying 
present. 

8.00 Midsomer Murders 

New series. Return of the 
long-running detective 
drama, starring Neil 
Dudgeon. It’s a time of joy 
and happiness in Midsomer 
for once - Christmas is 
coming, and DCI Barnaby 
and his wife Sarah (Fiona 
Dolman) are soon to 
become parents. But the 
festive mood changes 
when a man is stabbed to 
death with an antique 
sword during a ghost¬ 
hunting party at a spooky 
manor house in Morton 
Shallows. Is blacksmith’s 
daughter Rose Wilton 
seeking revenge from 
beyond the grave, or will 
Barnaby and new sidekick 
DS Charlie Nelson (Gwilym 
Lee) find a more earthly 
motive behind the murder? 
10.00 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather 

10.15 Christmas Carols on 

ITV Aled Jones presents 
an evening of festive 
performances from St 
Michael the Archangel 
Church in the village of 
Kirkby Malham, North 
Yorkshire. 

ll.lSCouples Retreat 
(2009) Four couples 
sign up for relationship 
therapy on a tropical 
island, but the treatment 
only serves to drive 
them apart. Comedy, 
starring Vince Vaughn, 
Malin Akerman and Jon 
Favreau. ★★ 

1.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA 

2.00 ITV Nightscreen 5.05 The 

Jeremy Kyle Show (R) 



Chris O’Dowd, The IT 
Crowd Special: The 
Internet Is Coming, 9.00pm 

6.20 Wilde Stories Animated 
version of The Selfish Giant. (R) 
6.50 Wilde Stories (R) 7.15 The 
Bear Animation based on the 
Raymond Briggs tale. (R) 7.45 
FILM: The Nativity Story (2006) 
Biblical drama, starring Keisha 
Castle-Hughes. ★★ 9.45 The Big 
Bang Theory Amy and Penny use 
Bernadette to spy on Leonard and 
Priya. (R) 10.15 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 10.40 The Simpsons 
The family spends Christmas on a 
ranch. (R) 11.10 The Simpsons (R) 
11.40 The Simpsons (R) 12.10 
Deal or No Deal: Ideal Christmas 
Noel Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 1.10 FILM: It’s a 
Wonderful Life (1946) Fantasy 
rama, starring James Stewart, 
/w) ★★★★ 



3.50 The Grinch (2000) 

Fantasy comedy, 
starring Jim Carrey. 

★★★ 

6.00 The Simpsons Featuring 
a parody of Michael Bay’s 
Transformers. (R) 

6.25 Hollyoaks Grace urc 
Trevor to push aheai 
his malicious plans 
Mercedes. 

6.55 Channel 4 News 
7.00 4thought.tv How 
Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

7.05 Ice Age: A Mammoth 
Christmas Festive spin¬ 
off of the animated films. 
Sid the sloth tries to redeem 
himself after accidentally 
ruining one of Manny the 
mammoth’s Christmas 
traditions. (R) 

7.30 The Snowman and the 
Snowdog Animated 
sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman, in 
which a boy’s snowman 
and snowdog magically 
come to life and take him 
on an adventure to the 
North Pole. (R) 

8.05 Big Fat Gypsy 
Weddings: Carols and 
Caravans Following the 
Christmas celebrations of 
the travelling community, 
including an escape to the 
sun in Tenerife, a festive 
18th birthday party and a 
spectacular winter 
wedding. (R) 

9.00 The IT Crowd Special: 
The Internet Is Coming 

Roy and Jen’s reputations 
are put at risk in the final 
episode when an incident 
involving spilt coffee and a 
homeless person ends up 
on the internet. Comedy, 
starring Chris O’Dowd. Part 
of The IT Crowd Night. (R) 
10.00 The IT Crowd Manual 
Behind the scenes of the 
comedy. 

11.05The IT Crowd: The 
Fans’ Favourite 
Episode A people’s 
choice episode. (R) 

11.35The IT Crowd: The 
Writer’s Favourite 
Episode Graham 
Linehan’s favourite chapter 
for the gang. (R) 

12.10 The Inbetweeners (R) 12.40 
The Inbetweeners (R) 1.10 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 1.35 The 

Inbetweeners (R) 2.05 FILM: 
Idiocracy (2006) ★★★ 3.25 90210 
4.05 Suburgatory 4.30 
Suburgatory 4.50 Suburgatory 
5.15 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun (R) 



Ashley Maddocks, Eddie 
Stobart: 12 Days of 
Christmas, 8.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Chinese 
Food in Minutes Oriental cooking. 
(R) 10.05 The Dog Rescuers A 

Grimsby inspector finds two 
puppies locked in a dirty bathroom. 
(R) 10.40 World’s Strongest Man 
2013: Qualifiers James Richardson 
presents action from the Giants Live 
Series event in Norway, which was 
the fourth qualifier for the World’s 
Strongest Man heats. (R) 11.40 
Eddie Stobart’s Christmas 
Cracker The truckers deliver a 
consignment of reindeer for a 
Christmas parade. (R) 12.40 FILM: 
Clash of the Titans (1981) A hero 
of ancient Greece journeys into the 
underworld to save a princess from 
being sacrificed to a sea monster. 
Mythical adventure, starring Harry 
Hamlin and Laurence Olivier. ★★★ 


3.00 Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels (1988) 

Comedy, starring 
Michael Caine and 
Steve Martin. ★★★ 

5.10 Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol 
(1951) A hard-hearted 
skinflint is taught the 
error of his ways by a 
succession of spectral 
visitors. Adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, with 
Alastair Sim and Mervyn 
Johns. ★★★★ 

7.00 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas A 

compilation of the most 
memorable festive 
moments from the series 
following the haulage 
company, featuring 
workers battling the 
elements, the traffic and 
the Christmas rush; 5 News 
Update 

8.00 The Muppets and Lady 
Gaga at Christmas The 

pop superstar joins forces 
with the furry gang of 
puppets for 

an entertainment 
extravaganza, performing 
seasonal favourites and 
her own hits. She sings 
duets with Kermit the Frog, 
musician Elton John, actor 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and 
drag artist RuPaul, while 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall 
star Kristen Bell appears in 
a sketch alongside the 
Muppets and Lady Gaga; 
(R) 5 News at 9 

9.10 Greatest Ever 
Christmas Movies 

Countdown of the best 
festive films, from White 
Christmas and It’s a 
Wonderful Life to Bad 
Santa and Elf. Gremlins 
star Zach Galligan and 
Miracle on 34th Street’s 
Mara Wilson talk about 
their experiences making 
their movies, while Aled 
Jones reveals that he 
hadn’t even seen classic 
animation The Snowman 
until 10 years ago - despite 
having a hit in 1985 with a 
version of its famous song 
Walking in the Air. Featuring 
contributions by Ollie 
Locke, Stacey Solomon, 
Joe Swash and Eamonn 
Holmes. 

12.05 Britain’s Craziest Christmas 
Lights (R) 1.05 SuperCasino 3.05 
Blackpool Lights 3.55 House 
Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 
4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 
Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 
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Michael McIntyre’s 
Showtime, from the 02 in 
London, 10.05pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
J*. business news. 9.00 The Gruffalo’s 
*'***' Child Animated sequel, with the 
voice of Robbie Coltrane. (R) 9.25 
The Madagascar Penguins in a 
Christmas Caper (R) 9.40 Old 
Jack’s Boat: The Christmas Quest 
Jack’s search Tor three Christmas 
gifts. 10.00 Christmas Day: Live 
from Westminster Abbey 
Traditional morning service. 11.00 
FILM: Chicken Run (2000) 
Animated comedy, with the voices 
of Mel Gibson and Julia Sawalha. 
★★★ 12.20 BBC News; Weather. 
12.30 FILM: The Princess and the 
Frog (2009) Disney animated 
musical fantasy, with the voice of 
Anika Noni Rose. ★★★ 2.00 Top of 
the Pops Christmas The year’s 
most successful chart acts. 


A 


3.00 The Queen 

3.10 BBC News; Weather. 

3.20 Toy Story 3 (2010) 

Premiere. Animated 
adventure, with the 
voices of Tom Hanks 
and Tim Allen. ★★★★ 
5.00 Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special Six 
Strictly newcomers 
compete. 

6.15 Call the Midwife: 
Christmas Special 

Preparations for Shelagh’s 
wedding are rudely 
interrupted by the 
discovery of an unexploded 
bomb, forcing the residents 
to pull together as they are 
evacuated to safety. 

7.30 Doctor Who Matt Smith 
makes his final appearance 
as the Doctor, who joins 
some of the universe’s 
deadliest alien species 
drawn to a mysterious 
message emanating from a 
backwater planet. 

8.30 EastEnders Bianca is put 
out when Nikki arrives at 
her house on Christmas 
Day, while David and Carol 
get closer - but Janine 
looks set to ruin things. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 
first of two festive editions. 
Mrs Brown tries to find out 
what her grandson wants 
for Christmas and loses her 
temper at the family games 
night when no one plays by 
her rules. 

10.05 Michael McIntyre’s 
Showtime Stand-up 
comedy performed at the 
02 in London during his 
10-night run in 2012, 
featuring stories about a 
horrific trip to the dentist 
and watching his wife get 
undressed. 

11.05 BBC News; Weather. 

11.20 On Christmas Night 

Actor Patrice Naiambana 
reads from the Gospel of St 
Matthew, followed by the 
Sussex Carol performed by 
the Choir of King’s College, 
Cambridge. 

11.25 The Vicar of Dibley The 

villagers celebrate 
Christmas* and vicar 
Geraldine learns there is a 
heavy price to be paid for 
festive kindness when she 
agrees to attend three 
slap-up lunches; (R) 
National Lottery Update 

12.10 Would I Lie to You? At 

Christmas (R) 12.40 FILM: 

Anchorman: The Legend of Ron 

Burgundy (2004) ★★★ 2.15 

Weatherview 2.20 BBC News 


Actor Mark Gatiss 
presents MR fames: 
Ghost Writer, 10.05pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.20 Natural 
World: The Real Jungle Book Bear 

India’s sloth bear, the inspiration for 
The Jungle Book’s Baloo. (R) 7.20 
FILM: Herbie Goes Bananas 
(1980) Disney adventure, starring 
Cloris Leachman. ★★ 8.50 FILM: 
The Red Shoes (1948) Oscar- 
winning drama, with Moira Shearer. 
★★★★ 11.00 Carols from King’s 
Music and readingsfrom the Chapel 
of King’s College, Cambridge. (R) 

12.15 Music of the Monarchy with 
David Starkey A selection of full- 
length royal classics. 1 .20 Swingin’ 
Christmas Festive music by the 
John Wilson Orchestra. (R) 2.45 
The Perfect Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special A selection of 
classic clips from the duo’s festive 
BBC specials. (R) 


3.15 Doctor Who at the 
Proms Highlights of the 
2013 concert featuring 
music from the sci-fi series. 
(R) 

4.30 An Adventure in Space 
and Time Drama about 
the creation of Doctor Who, 
starring David Bradley. (R) 

6.00 Sign Zone: The Queen 
Her Majesty’s annual 
address to the nation and 
the Commonwealth. (R) 
6.10 Matthew Bourne’s 
Sleeping Beauty A 
performance of 

Tchaikovsky’s ballet by the 
New Adventures dance 
company, reimagined by 
Matthew Bourne as a 
supernatural love story 
featuring vampires, fairies 
and gothic opulence. 
7.40 Christmas Night with 
the Two Ronnies The 
comedy duo perform 
songs and sketches in a 
Christmas special from 
1987, featuring a guest 
appearance by Charlton 
Heston and music by Elton 
John. (R) 

8.30 Morecambe & Wise: 
Leading Ladies 

Penelope Keith presents a 
compilation of highlights 
from the comedy duo’s 
shows featuring 
appearances by female 
stars of stage and screen. 

9.30 The Tractate Middoth 
Terrifying spirits are 
summoned to a library after 
two men search for an 
obscure Hebrew text. Mark 
Gatiss’s adaptation of MR 
James’s tale, starring 
Sacha Dhawan and John 
Castle. 

10.05 MR James: Ghost 
Writer Actor and writer 
Mark Gatiss examines the 
life and career of author MR 
James, attempting to 
uncover the inspirations 
behind his stories of the 
supernatural. 

11.05QI XL Stephen Fry 
presents a festive special 
from 2010, as Daniel 
Radcliffe, Graham Norton, 
Lee Mack and regular Alan 
Davies answer questions 
on the theme ^b^y^is 
pocus. (R) 

11.50 Hebburn Sarah flies in to 
Hebburn for Christmas 
from Switzerland with Jack, 
and her parents and 
miserable grandmother 
head up north too. Last in 
the series. (R) 

12.20 FILM: Dead Poets Society 

(1989) ★★★ 2.25 This Is BBC 2 


Nick flies into a rage 
and slaps Leanne in 
Coronation Street, 7.30pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo (R) 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
(R) 9.25 FILM: Santa Claus: The 
Movie (1985) Family fantasy 
adventure, starring Dudley Moore. 
★★ 11.25 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special (R) 12.30 The Big 
Christmas Reunion (R) 1.30 
You’ve Been Framed! At 
Christmas (R) 2.00 River Deep 
Mountain High: James Nesbitt in 
New Zealand James Nesbitt travels 
from the tip of the North Island down 
to the South. 


3.00 The Queen Her Majesty’s 
annual address. 

3.10 I TV News and Weather 
3.20 Tangled (2010) 

Disney animated 
comedy, with the voice 
of Mandy Moore. ★★★ 

5.15 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas The comedian 
helps out at Battersea 
Dogs & Cats Home over 
the festive period. 

6.15 Emmerdale Hour-long 
episode. Alicia and David’s 
wedding day arrives and 
everything seems to be 
going wrong, while Charity 
catches a drunken Declan 
pouring petrol around his 
house. 

7.15 I TV News and Weather 

7.30 Coronation Street 

Hour-long episode. Nick 
flies into a rage and slaps 
Leanne, Roy’s hopes for a 
quiet Christmas with 
Hayley are dashed, and 
Carla makes Peter an equal 
partner in Underworld. 

8.30 Downton Abbey It’s 
summer and as part of 
Rose’s debutante ‘coming 
out’ she is to be presented 
at Buckingham Palace. The 
family is in London, 
preparing Grantham 
House for the busy social 
programme, and Martha 
Levinson, not one to miss 
such a grand occasion, 
arrives from New York with 
Cora’s recently disgraced 
brother Harold (Sideways 
star Paul Giamatti). Both 
outspoken and larger than 
life, they make quite an 
impression on certain 
members of high society. 
Meanwhile, when the 
Crawleys are implicated in 
a scandal that threatens to 
engulf the monarchy, 
Robert goes to great 
lengths to protect the royal 
family-and his own. Last in 
the series. 

10.301 TV News and Weather 
10.45Love Actually 
(2003) Interlinked tales 
of several people in 
search of love. Richard 
Curtis’s romantic 
comedy, with Hugh 
Grant, Martine 
McCutcheon, Emma 
Thompson, Colin Firth, 

Bill Nighy and Liam 
Neeson. ★★★ 

1.10 Christmas Carols on ITV (R) 

2.10 FILM: Closing the Ring 

(2007) Drama, starring Shirley 

MacLaine. ★★★ 4.05 ITV 

Nightscreen 


David Dickinson, Alan 
Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special, 9.30pm 

6.10 Ivor the Invisible (R) 6.35 
Prep & Landing (R) 7.00 Famous 
Fred (R) 7.25 Little Wolf’s Book of 
Badness (R) 7.55 Olive, the Other 
Reindeer (R) 8.50 FILM: James 
and the Giant Peach (1996) ★★★ 
10.25 FILM: Horton Hears a Who! 
(2008) ★★★ 12.05 The Big Bang 
Theory Bernadette receives her 
PhD. (R) 12.35 The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon re-evaluates the 
time he spends with Amy. 1.05 The 
Simpsons Homer plays Santa. (R) 
1.40 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on Raymond 
Briggs’ festive tale. (R) 2.10 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog 
Animated sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman. (R) 2.45 The 
Simpsons Bart destroys the 
family’s Christmas presents. (R) 


3.15 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.15 The Alternative 
Christmas Message 

Another famous face 
delivers an alternative to 
the Queen’s speech. 

4.20 Channel 4 News 

4.30 4thought.tv How 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

4.35 The Muppet 
Christmas Carol 
(1992) Puppet 
comedy, starring 
Michael Caine. ★★★ 

6.15 Home Alone 2: Lost 
in New York (1992) A 
boy ends up stranded in 
the Big Apple - where 
he bumps into two 
familiar burglars with an 
axe to grind. Comedy 
sequel, starring 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe 
Pesci and Daniel Stern. 
★★★ 

8.30 Bear’s Wild Weekend 
with Stephen Fry Bear 
Grylls takes the Ql host on 
an expedition to the Italian 
Dolomites, setting him a 
series of challenges, from 
travelling on the skids of a 
helicopter to descending a 
waterfall. 

9.30 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

comedian hosts a show 
filled with festive fun and 
frolics, joined by Russell 
Brand, Davina McCall and 
David Dickinson. Little Mix 
perform their new single. 
Last in the series. 

10.35 Man Down Christmas 
Special Scrooge 3000 - a 
festive school play set in 
space - and a terrifying 
yuletide tradition are just 
two of the Christmas 
challenges that risk 
reducing Dan’s life to a 
crumbling mess. 

11.05 Father Ted Christmas 
Special Fathers Ted and 
Dougal endure their worst 
Christmas ever when they 
get lost in a lingerie 
department, leaving them 
in a highly embarrassing 
predicament. Festive 
edition from 1996. (R) 

12.15 Father Ted (R) 12.50 Father 

Ted (R) 1.20 Father Ted (R) 1.45 

Father Ted (R) 2.15 Father Ted (R) 

2.40 Father Ted (R) 3.05 FILM: A 

Matter of Life and Death (1946) 

★★★★ 4.50 90210 5.30 

Suburgatory 5.55 Prep & Landing: 

Naughty v Nice (R) 


Noddy Holder narrates 
Britain’s Craziest 
Christmas Lights, 7.30pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.05 FILM: 
Scrooge (1970) A miserly man is 
taught the error of his ways by a 
host of spectral visitors. Musical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, starring Albert 
Finney and Alec Guinness. ★★★ 

10.15 FILM: Gone with the Wind 
(1939) A plantation heiress has a 
tumultuous relationship with a 
roguish Southern gentleman during 
the American Civil War. Epic 
romantic drama, starring Vivien 
Leigh and Clark Gable. ★★★★ 2.35 
FILM: Casablanca (1942) The 
owner of a Moroccan nightclub is 
reunited with an old flame who 
needs his help to escape the 
country. Romantic drama, starring 
Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman 
and Claude Rains, (b/w) ★★★★ 


4.40 Greatest Ever 
Christmas Movies 

Countdown of the best 
festive films, from It’s a 
Wonderful Life to Bad 
Santa. Featuring 
contributions by Gremlins 
star Zach Galligan and 
Miracle on 34th Street’s 
Mara Wilson. (R) 

7.30 Britain’s Craziest 
Christmas Lights 

Former Slade frontman 
Noddy Holder narrates a 
documentary following 
four households as they 
turn their homes into 
electricwinterwonderlands 
with extensive displays of 
festive illuminations. For 
these Christmas 
obsessives, who include 
Dave and Carol Edwards, 
putting up the lights 
involves a head for heights, 
DIY wiring skills and an 
unshakable resolve, with 
some inspired by the bling 
of Blackpool while others 
aim for the ambitious scale 
of a West End show. (R) 

8.30 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas A 
compilation of the most 
memorable festive 
moments from the series 
following the day-to day 
work of the haulage 
company that has road, rail 
and air divisions. The 
programme features 12 of 
the best tales of the firm’s 
employees as they battle 
the elements, the traffic 
and the crazy Christmas 
rush to make sure their 
deliveries are on time. (R) 

9.30 Michael Jackson’s 
This Is It (2009) 
Premiere. Documentary 
following the singer 
rehearsing for his 
planned 50 shows at 
London’s 02, before his 
death in June 2009. 
Featuring interviews 
with Jackson and 
performances of classic 
hits including Billy Jean 
and Wanna Be Startin’ 
Something. ★★★ 

11.40 Greatest Christmas TV 
Moments Countdown of 
50 festive TV highlights, 
featuring Gavin & Stacey, 
Morecambe and Wise, 
Only Fools and Horses, 
Wallace and Gromit, Doctor 
Who, Top of the Pops and 
The Royle Family. (R) 

2.35 SuperCasino 3.55 House 

Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 

4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 

Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 



The Largest Adult 
Superstore in the Midlands 

A VERY PRIVATE LOCATK 
FAHC/W®! 



V ADULT TOYS 
VSEXY 
LINGERIE 
V LATEX * 

VPLUS SIZES 
V LUBES 
Unit 5, 

Frederick St., 

Walsall 
WS2 9NE 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am>6pm 
Late Nights on Wednesday & 
Friday 10am-7pm 


H&me 

StflRfc 


Home-Start Walsall 
is a Registered 
Charity in England 
and Wales 
number 1112680 
Company no. 5575101 


Volunteers Wanted! 

We need Volunteers to offer practical support, 
encouragement and reassurance for families with 
at least one child under the age of 5. 

Would you like to be involved in 
supporting families with 
young children? 

Would you like to be involved in supporting 
families with healthy lifestyle choices? 

Would you like to be involved in supporting 
parents become more involved in children’s play 
and development and preparing them 
for school? 

If you have at least two hours per week to spare, 
your time and experience of parenting/grand¬ 
parenting, would make a huge difference to a 
young family. A volunteer role with Home-Start 
would increase your knowledge and skills and 
enhance your CV if you are interested in further 
training or employment. 

Our next courses begin on 

Thursday 16th January 2014 

from 9.30am until 2.30pm 

Full training and travel expenses are provided. 
CRB checks and references required. 

If you are interested, please call the office on 
01922 647018 or 

email admin@homestartwalsall.org.uk 




Balti Nights 

33 HIGH STREET, ALDRIDGE 
WEST MIDLANDS WS 9 8LX 
01922 455 166 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! t 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3^ 

NO IVIUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOTl 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN ' 
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Choose from 


1000s of 
events, film 
screenings, gigs, 
club nights, 
family days out, 
comedy shows, 
festivals and 
much more 



BBC 1 


■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Landlord Mick makes his 
presence felt in 
EastEnders, 7.15pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 Room on the 
Broom (R) 9.25 Mouse and Mole 
at Christmas Time Snowmole 
takes Mouse to a land where all of 
his wishes come true. 9.55 FILM: 
101 Dalmatians (1996) Disney 
comedy adventure remake, starring 
Glenn fSltSli ★★★ 11.30 FILM: 
Flushed Away (2006) Animated 
adventure, featuring the voice of 
Hugh Jackman. ★★★ 12.50 BBC 
News 1.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.05 FILM: Wallace & 
Gromit in The Curse of the Were- 
Rabbit (2005) Oscar-winning 
animated adventure, with the voice 
of Peter Sallis. ★★★ 2.25 FILM: 
Alice in Wonderland (2010) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Mia 
Wasikowska. ★★★ 



Ben Fogle, Ben & fames 
Versus the Arabian 
Desert on at 9.15pm 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 Preview of 
upcoming programmes. 6.05 
Natural World The devastating 
power of the African driver ant. (R) 
6.50 FILM: Herbie Goes to Monte 
Carlo (1977) Disney comedy 
adventure sequel, starring Dean 
Jones. ★★★ 8.35 Westminster 
Abbey The new intake of pupils talk 
about their lives at the choir school. 
Last in the series. (R) 9.35 
Earthflight Bird’s-eye view of the 
natural world. (R) 10.35 Pride & 
Prejudice: Having a Ball A team of 
experts recreates a Regency ball. 
(R) 12.05 FILM: Emma (1996) Jane 
Austen drama, starring Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Ewan McGregor. ★★★ 
2.00 Operation Snow Tiger Part 
one of two. Scientists studying 
endangered Siberian tigers. (R) 



Keith Lemon hosts 
Through the Christmas 
Keyhole, 11.20pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
David from Essex chooses three 
blind dates from five potential 
partners. Narrated by Charlotte 
Hudson. 9.25 FILM: Problem 
Child (1990) Comedy, starring 
John Ritter. ★ 11.00 FILM: The 
Flintstones (1994) Live-action 
version of the cartoon comedy, with 
John Goodman. ★★ 12.45 ITV 
News and Weather 1.05 FILM: 
Casper (1995) Family coi.._ 
starring Christina Ricci. ★★★ 


imedy, 

Z 


Come Dine with Me: 

Comedians Christmas 
Special, 4.35pm 

6.15 FILM: Mysterious Island 
(1961) Sci-fi adventure, starring 
Michael Craig. ★★★ 8.00 Morning 
Line A look ahead to today’s 
meeting at Kempton Park. 9.00 
Frasier Part two of two. Niles is 
suspected of being an accomplice 
to murder. (R) 9.30 Frasier Lilith 
and Frasier are set up on a blind 
date. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory Howard gets caught in a 
strange argument. (R) 10.30 FILM: 
The King and I (1956) Oscar- 
winning musical, starring Yul 
Brynner and Deborah Kerr. ★★★ 
1.05 Channel 4 Racing Clare 
Balding and Nick Luck present live 
coverage of five races from 
^Kempton Park and Wetherby, 
including the 3.10 King George VI 
Chase. 




Laurence Shahlaei, 
World’s Strongest Man 
2013 on at 8.15pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.45 World’s 
Strongest Man 2013: Qualifiers 
(R) 10.45 Eddie Stobart: 12 Days 
of Christmas The haulage 
company’s most memorable festive 
moments. (R) 11.45 World’s Most 
Pampered Pets Documentary 
about people who spoil their pets. 
12.45 FILM: High Society (1956) 
Complications arise when a playboy 
composer tries to stop his ex-wife 
from marrying another man. 
Romantic musical comedy, starring 
Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra. 
★★★ 2.55 FILM: Meet Me in St 
Louis (1944) A close-knit family is 
worried that a prospective move to 
New York will mean missing out on 
the 1904 World’s Fair. Musical, 
starring Judy Garland, Tom Drake 
and Margaret O’Brien. ★★★★ 


4.05 Cars 2 (2011) 

Premiere. Animated 
adventure sequel, with 
the voice of Owen 
Wilson. ★★★ 

5.45 BBC News 

6.00 Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

6.05 Gangsta Granny Family 
comedy based on David 
Walliams’ book about a 
law-breaking OAP who 
takes her bored grandson 
on a crime spree. Julia 
McKenzie, Joanna Lumley 
and Rob Brydon star. 

7.15 EastEnders Phil is in for a 
surprise when new Vic 
landlord Mick makes his 
presence felt. Max finds 
Lauren and Jake together 
and Joey gets bad news 
from the prison. 

7.45 Still Open All Hours 

David Jason returns as 
Granville in this one-off 
special of Roy Clarke’s 
popular comedy, now 
running the shop with his 
son after inheriting the 
business from Arkwright. 

8.15 Death Comes to 
Pemberley New series. 
Anna Maxwell Martin, 
Matthew Rhys and^Jenna 
Coleman star in this sequel 
to Pride and Prejudice, 
adapted from the best¬ 
selling novel by PD Jamfes, 
which brings Jane Austen’s 
world back to life in a highly 
original way-with a murder 
mystery plot at its centre. 
Continues tomorrow. 

9.20 Len Goodman’s 
Perfect Christmas 
Strictly Come Dancing 
judge Len Goodman takes 
a trip through the TV 
archives, choosing a series 
of small-screen clips to 
demonstrate his idea of the 
perfect Christmas Day. 
10.00 BBC News 
10.15Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day Gary 
Lineker introduces 
highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester City 
v Liverpool and Hull City v 
Manchester United. 
11.55 Have I Got a Bit More 
2013 News for You 
Extended highlights from 
this fecfrl? editions, 
revisiting how Paul Merton, 
Ian Hislop and a variety of 
guests took on the big 
news stories of 2013. Last 
in the series. 

12.40 Skiing Weatherview 12.45 

BBC News 


3.00 Operation Snow Tiger 

Part two of two. Liz Bonnin 
searches for a tiger that has 
gone missing. (R) 

4.00 Final Score A round-up 
of this afternoon’s football 
results. 

5.15 You Have Been 
Watching - David Croft 

A tribute to the TV comedy 
writer. (R) 

6.15 Dad’s Army (1971) 

The Home Guard 
soldiers are put on their 
mettle as they get ready 
to capture three German 
aviators. British comedy 
based on the TV series, 
starring Arthur Lowe 
and John Le Mesurier. 
★★★ 

7.45 Christmas University 
Challenge Alumni from 
the colleges of Gonville & 
Caius, Cambridge, and 
Christ Church, Oxford, 
compete, with Andrew 
Graham-Dixonand Michael 
Dobbs among me 
contestants. 

8.15 Idris Elba - King of 
Speed Part one of two. 
Documentary in which the 
Luther star embarks on an 
international journey to 
explore the history of car 
racing while sampling the 
thrill of competition 
vehicles. 

9.15 Ben & James Versus 
the Arabian Desert Part 
one of two. Four years after 
On Thin Ice-their Antarctic 
expedition for BBC Two - 
James Cracknell and Ben 
Fogle reunite to attempt an 
unguided crossing of a 
portion of the Rub’ al Khali 
desert - also known as the 
Empty Quarter. The duo 
are following in the 
footsteps of British explorer 
Wilfred ThesigefT who 
travelled extensively in the 
region between 1945 and 
1949 and earned the 
nickname of Mubarak bin 
London from the Bedouin 
tribes. 

10.15 King Arthur (2004) A 

Roman commander in 
fifth-century Britain 
comes to realise his true 
destiny is to lead the 
people against Saxon 
invaders. Adventure, 
starring Clive Owen and 
Keira Knightley. ★★ 

12.10 FILM: Dracula (1958) 

Hammerhorror.starringChristopher 

Lee. ★★★★ 1.30 FILM: Sign Zone: 

Jane Eyre (2011) Period drama, 

starring Mia Wasikowska. ★★★ 

3.20 This Is BBC 2 


3.00 Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 
1 - Behind the Magic 

Ben Shephard interviews 
the stars of the film. (R) 
4.00 Off Their Rockers 
A pensioner’s wheelchair is 
stolen. Last in the series. 

(R) 

4.30 The Nation’s Favourite 
Elvis Song A countdown 
of the King’s 20 greatest 
hits, as voted for by the 
public, featuring 
contributions by stars he 
influenced and an interview 
with his ex-wife Priscilla 
Presley. (R) 

6.00 ITV News and Weather 

6.15 Emmerdale Hour-long 
episode. At Home Farm, 
the fire is raging and 
Charity tries to get Declan 
to leave. Eventually, they 
flee the grounds, but 
Megan rushes inside - and 
becomes trapped. 

7.15 Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows: 
Part 1 (2010) 

Premiere. The dark lord 
Voldemort rises to 
ultimate power over the 
magical world, so the 
teenage wizard and his 
friends set out on a 
mission to find the 
magical horcruxes - 
artefacts containing 
parts of the evil wizard’s 
soul that hold the key to 
destroying him. The first 
half of the two-part 
conclusion to the 
fantasy saga, starring 
Daniel Radcliffe, Ralph 
Fiennes, Emma Watson 
and Rupert Grint. ★★★ 

10.051 Am Britney Jean: 
Britney Spears in Las 
Vegas Documentary 
following the pop star as 
she prepares for her 
performance residency in 
Las Vegas, revealing how 
she handles the pressures 
that come with the next 
chapter of her career. 

11.05 ITV News and Weather 

11.20 Through the Christmas 
Keyhole Keith Lemon 
returns with a festive 
rummage through the 
homes of three mystery 
celebrities, challenging 
regular panellist Dave 
Berry and guests to guess 
their identities. (R) 

12.20 FILM: The Affair of the 

Necklace (2001) Period drama, 

starring Hilary Swank. ★ 2.20 FILM: 

Inland Empire (2006) Mystery 

drama, starring Laura Dern. ★★★ 

5.20 ITV Nightscreen 


3.35 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.35 Come Dine with Me: 
Comedians Christmas 
Special Sean Hughes, 
Gina Yashere, Paul 
Tonkinson and Duncan 
Norvelle compete. (R) 

5.35 Hollyoaks The 
have more than one reason 
to celebrate as Christmas 
Day arrives. Fraser worries 
when Grace goes missing, 
and plans are put into 
action to steal Mercedes’ 
new fortune. 

6.05 Channel 4 News 
6.15 4thought.tv How 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

6.20 Independence Day 
(1996) A fleet of huge 
flying saucers launches 
a devastating and 
unprovoked attack on 
Earth. As survivors try to 
flee the seemingly 
unstoppable alien 
invaders, the 
courageous 
president, an ace pilot 
and a computer genius 
come up with a plan to 
take the fight to the 
enemy and save the 
human race. Roland 
Emmerich’s sci-fi 
adventure, starring Will 
Smith, Bill Pullman, Jeff 
Goldblum, Mary 
McDonnell, Randy 
Quaid and Harry 
Connick Jr. ★★★ 

9.00 Big Fat Quiz of the Year 
2013 Jimmy Carr poses 
questions about the major 
events of the year to Jack 
Whitehall, Jonathan Ross, 
Dara 0 Briain, Kristen 
Schaal, Noel Fielding and 
Richard Ayoade. 

11.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

comedian hosts a show 
filled with festive fun and 
frolics, joined by actor and 
comedian Russell Brand, 
presenters Davina McCall 
and David Dickinson, and 
girl group Little Mix, who 
perform their new single 
Little Me. Last in the series. 

(R) 

12.10 FILM: Machete (2010) 
Action thriller, starring Danny Trejo. 
★★★ 2.00 FILM: Legend (1985) 
Fantasy adventure, with Tom 
Cruise. ★★ 3.35 A Place in the 
Sun: Winter Sun (R) 4.35 Secret 
Removers 5.30 Suburgatory 5.55 
Suburgatory 


,, 


5.15 The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) A tornado 
whisks a girl off to a 
magical land where she 
embarks on a journey in 
search of the wizard 
who knows the way 
home. Musical fantasy, 
with Judy Garland and 
Ray Bolger. ★★★★ 

15 Michael Buble’s 

Christmas Special The 
Grammy-winning 
Canadian crooner 
performs classic festive 
songs in his third annual 
Christmas special, with 
soul and R’n’B singer Mary 
J Blige joining him on 
numbers including Run, 
Run Rudolph. 

8.15 World’s Strongest Man 
2013 James Richardson 
presents action from the 
opening heat from Haitang 
Bay in Sanya, China, where 
the top two of six 
competitors would 
progress to the final. 
Britain’s Strongest Man 
Laurence Shahlaei was 
among those involved, 
along with American duo 
Robert Oberst and Nick 
Best, with disciplines 
including the Truck Pull 
and the Atlas Stones. 

9.15 Britain’s Favourite 
Christmas Songs A 
countdown of popular 
songs that are guaranteed 
to make any Christmas 
party go with a swing. 
Highlights include the 
Jackson 5’s Santa Claus Is 
Coming to Town, Greg 
Lake’s I Believe in Father 
Christmas, the Waitresses’ 
Christmas Wrapping and 
the Pogues and Kirsty 
MacColl’s Fairytale of New 
York. Is Mud’s Lonely This 
Christmas past its sell-by 
date? Will Jona Lewie ever 
Stop the Cavalry? And 
where would any Christmas 
party be without Slade and 
their classic anthem Merry 
Xmas Everybody? But 
which one will top the 
nation’s festive chart? 
Featuring contributions by 
artists, producers, video 
directors, composers and 
journalistsrtwho shed light 
on the creation of the 
songs and their 
accompanying videos. (R) 

12.10 Michael Buble’s Christmas 
Special (R) 1.10 SuperCasino 
3.05 Blackpool Lights 3.55 House 
Doctor (R) 4.20 House Doctor (R) 
4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 
Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 
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Mick lets Shirley and 
Tina move into the Vic in 
EastEnders, 8.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast 8.20 Match of the 
Day (R) 9.50 FILM: 102 Dalmatians 
(2000) Disney family adventure 
sequel, starring Glenn Close. ★★★ 
11.25 FILM: Bedtime Stories 
(2008) Fantasy comedy, starring 
Adam Sandler. ★★★ 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Regional 
News; Weather. 1.25 Open All 
Hours: A Celebration The enduring 
appeal of the classic comedy. 1.55 
Len Goodman’s Perfect 
Christmas Festive TV clips chosen 
by the Strictly judge. (R) 2.35 FILM: 
Enchanted (2007) A fairy-tale 
princess is magically transported 
from her cartoon world to modern- 
day New York. Part-animated 
fantasy comedy, starring Amy 
Adams, James Marsden and Susan 
Sarandon. ★★★ 



David Attenborough 
explores the continent’s 
wildlife in Africa, 9.30am 

6.00 This Is BBC 2 6.30 Natural 
World: Tiger Dynasty (R) 7.30 
Sign Zone: Great Continental 
Railway Journeys (R) 8.30 Sign 
Zone: Africa 2013: Countdown to 
the Rains The rains finally arrive 
and the grazing animals spread out 
across the valley. Last in the series. 
(R) 9.30 Africa David Attenborough 
explores the continent’s wildlife and 
landscape. (R) 10.30 Earthflight 
(R) 11.30 FILM: War and Peace 
(1956) Historical drama, starring 
Audrey Hepburn. ★★★ 2.50 FILM: 
How the West Was Won (1962) 
Three generations of a pioneer 
family experience many ordeals as 
they try to build a life for themselves 
on the American frontier. Epic 
Western, starring James Stewart 
and John Wayne. ★★★ 


5.15 Flog It! From National 
Museum Cardiff. (R) 

6.00 Celebrity Eggheads 
Derek Jacobi, Frances 
Barber, Neil Dudgeon, 
dfiona Laird and Emma 
Fielding take on the 
general-knowledge 
champions. Hosted by 
Dermot Murnaghan. (R) 
The Choir: Sing While 
You Work The three 
remaining choirs face their 
biggest challenge as they 
perform a song composed 
by Paul Mealor at Ely 
Cathedral, before one is 
picked as the winner. Last 
in the series. (R) 
Christmas University 
Challenge Distinguished 
graduates of St Hugh’s 
College, Oxford, compete 
with those of the University 
of Stirling, with Suzy Klein 
and Paul Lewis among the 
contestants. 

Idris Elba - King ol 
Speed Part two of two! 
The Luther star examines 
the importance of precision 
drivingskillsinmotorsports, 
learning the art of rallying 
from former world 
champion Ari Vatanen. 

Ben & James Versus 
the Arabian Desert Part 
two oftwo. James Cracknell 
and Ben Fogle continue 
their expedition across the 
Arabian Desert. As they try 
to pick up the pace, 
disaster strikes when one 
of them suffers a serious 
injury, leading to further 
delays - although it does 
allow them to reflect on 
their friendship. 

10.00 Cast Away (2000) A 
manager for a courier 
service has to fend for 
himself when a plane 
crash leaves 'mim 
stranded alone on a 
desert island. Initially 
panic-stricken, he 
overcomes his terror to 
survive for four years on 
his own before building 
a raft and setting off on 
an epic journey back 
home. Adventure 
drama, starring Tom 
Hanks, Helen ||uny§ 
Nick Searcy, Lari White 
and Chris Noth. ★★★ 

12.15 Ambassadors (R) 1.15 
FILM: The Mummy (1959) Hammer 
horror, starring Peter Cushing and 
Christopher Lee. ★★★ 2.40 Sign 
Zone: Imagine - Who’s Afraid of 
Machiavelli? (R) 3.40 Sign Zone: 
Waiting for Gaga: A Culture Show 
Special (R) 4.40 This Is BBC 2 



Harry Hill narrates 
You’ve Been Framed! 
shown at 8.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Dino Dan (R) 6.40 
Sooty (R) 6.50 Bookaboo 7.05 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.20 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals (R) 7.55 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.10 Bottom 
Knocker Street 8.25 Dinner Date 
Russell from Essex takes part in the 
dating show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote A ventriloquist is accused of 
murder. (R) 10.25 Dickinson’s Real 
Deal (R) 11.25 FILM: Batteries Not 
Included (1987) Sci-fi fantasy, 
starring Jessica Tandy. ★★★ 1.25 
I TV News and Weather 1.35 ITV 
News Central; Weather. 1.40 FILM: 
Step Up (2006) Musical romance, 
with Channing Tatum and Jenna 
Dewan. ★★ 


3.45 The Chase With Lorraine 
Kelly, Craig Charles, 
Jameliaand Dorn Joly. 

4.45 Downton Abbey The 

Crawleys are implicated in 
a scandal that threatens to 
engulf the royal family. Last 
in the series. (R) 

6.35 ITV News Central; 

Weather. 

6.45 ITV News and Weather 
7.00 Emmerdale Robbie 

becomes suspicious of 
Charity and Declan at the 
hospital, so she returns to 
Home Farm planning to 
delete the CCTV footage, 
but what she views gives 
her food for thought. 

7.30 Coronation Street 
Hayley waits nervously for 
the results of her scan, Nick 
admits to causing Leanne’s 
black eye, and Maddie 
owns up to the theft of 
Sally’s handbag. 

8.00 You’ve Been Framed! 

Harry Hill narrates a 
comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from 
cute kids and crazy animals 
to pranks and painful- 
looking accidents. (R) 

8.30 Coronation Street 
Hayley breaks down and 
lashes out at Roy, David is 
concerned when a 
despondent Kylie returns 
to No 8, and Nick makes a 
decision that has 
repercussions for Leanne. 

9.00 Vicious A festive edition of 
the comedy starring Ian 
McKellen and Derek 
Jacobi. Freddie and Stuart 
invite friends round for a 
Christmas Day celebration 
at their flat. 

9.35 Bridget Jones’s 
Diary (2001) A 

woman begins a new 
year by resolving to find 
love and give up her 
bad habits. Romantic 
comedy based on 
Helen Fielding’s novel, 
with Renee Zellweger, 
Hugh Grant and Colin 
Firth. ★★★ 

11.20 ITV News at Ten and 
Weather; Weather. 

11.35 The Cube A childminder 
and a Londoner take up the 
challenge, aiming to 
complete tasks within the 
confines of the cube to win 
a jackpot of £250,000. 
Hosted by Phillip Schofield. 

(R) 

12.25 Jackpot247 Interactive 

gaming. 3.00 FILM: The Majestic 

(2001) Drama, starring Jim Carrey. 

★★★ 5.30 ITV Nightscreen 



Noel Edmonds hosts Deal 
or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas, 3.15pm 


6.15 Suburgatory 6.40 According 
to Jim (R) 7.05 According to Jim 
(R) 7.30 Will & Grace (R) 7.55 Will 
& Grace (R) 8.20 FILM: A Turtle’s 
Tale: Sammy’s Adventures (2010) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with 
the voice of Dominic Cooper. ★★★ 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory Penny 
considers breaking up with 
Leonard. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon hires an attractive 
female assistant. (R) 10.55 The 
Simpsons Homer wakes up to find 
his family missing. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons Mayor Quimby brings 
election day forward. (R) 11.55 
FILM: Aliens in the Attic (2009) 
Children’s sci-fi comedy, starring 
Carter Jenkins. ★★★ 1.35 FILM: Dr 
Dolittle (1998) Comedy, starring 
Eddie Murphy. ★★★ 



The hapless hero bags a 
bargain in Do It Yourself 
Mr Bean, 9.30pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 World’s 
Strongest Man 2013 The opening 
heat from Haitang Bay in Sanya, 
China. (R) 11.00 Eddie Stobart’s 
Christmas Cracker The truckers 
deliver a consignment of reindeer 
for a Christmas parade. (R) 12.00 
FILM: 633 Squadron (1964) RAF 
pilots are sent to bomb a German 
rocket-fuel plant, but the capture of 
a resistance fighter threatens the 
plan. Second World War drama, 
with Cliff Robertson and George 
Chakiris. ★★★ 1.50 FILM: Zulu 
Dawn (1979) Fact-based historical 
drama, charting events leading to 
the massacre of more than 1,500 
British soldiers at Isandlwana. 
Prequel to Zulu, starring Burt 
Lancaster and Peter O’Toole. Edited 
for violence and language. ★★ 


5.40 

5.55 


6.05 


4.10 Megamind (2010) 

Premiere. Animated 
superhero comedy, with 
the voice of Will Ferrell. 

★★★ 

BBC News; Weather. 
Midlands Today; 

Weather. 

Indiana Jones and 
the Kingdom of the 
Crystal Skull (2008) 

The globe-trotting 
archaeologist races 
against Soviet agents to 
find a mysterious 
artefact of untold power. 
Action adventure 

sequel, starring 
Harrison Ford and Cate 
Blanchett. ★★★ 
EastEnders Linda is livid 
with Mick for letting his 
sisters move into the Vic, 
and bonds with Sharon 
over their mutual dislike of 
Shirley. Peter finds the 
money Cindy stole from 
Phil. 

Miranda The shop 
owner’s friends accuse her 
of being immature so she 
sets out to prove them 
wrong - first by looking 
after a toddler, then by 
hosting a grown-up din 
party. (R) 

Death Comes 
Pemberley 

retreats into a version of 
younger self as the fallout 
from Wickham’s arrest 
threatens his marriage, and 
Louisa Bidwell’s 

unforeseen revelation adds 
to his wife’s anxiety. 
Concludes tomorrow. 
10.00 BBC News 
10.15Regional News; 
Weather; National Lottery 
Update 

10.20 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 

first of two festive editions. 
Mrs Brown tries to find out 
what her grandson wants 
for Christmas and loses her 
temper at the family games 
night when no one plays by 
her rules. (R) 

11.00 Not Going Out 
Christmas Special Lee 

and the gang spend 
Christmas in a spooky 
country house. (R) 

11.45 John Bishop’s 

Christmas Show Festive 
giggles, featuring Jason 
Manford, Nina Conti, David 
O’Doherty and Tim Vine. 

(R) 

12.45 FILM: The Lonely Guy 
(1984) Comedy, with Steve Martin 
and Charles Grodin. ★★ 2.10 
Weatherview2.15 BBC News 


6.30 


8.00 


8.30 


9.00 


7.30 


8.00 


9.00 


3.15 Deal or No Deal: Ideal 
Christmas Noel 
Edmonds hosts a festive- 
themed edition. 

4.15 Come Dine with Me 
Christmas Special With 
Jona Lewie, Maizie 
Williams, VV Brown gjflfc 
Toby Anstis. (R) 

5.20 The Simpsons Horrify 
reminisces about the time 
he was in a band. (R) 

5.50 Hollyoaks Freddie tries 
to save a loved one from 
the village’s most 
dangerous residents. 

6.20 Hollyoaks Freddie races 
to save a loved one from a 
grisly fate. 

6.50 Channel 4 News 

7.00 4thought.tv How 

Christmas is perceived by 
those who do not celebrate 
it. 

7.05 Gordon Ramsay’s 
Home Cooking With the 
help of his children, the 
chef prepares some of his 
favourite hot and spicy 
festive recipes, including 
Mexican eggs, noodle 
soup and aromatic whole 
crispy roast dtim 

8.00 Celebrity Come Dine 
with Me Actress Danniella 
Westbrook, choreographer 
Louie Spence, 1980s pop 
star Sinitta and Hugo Taylor 
from Made in Chelsea get 
into the party spirit in a 
festive celebrity special. 
9.00 The Inbetweeners 
Movie (2011) 
Awkward teenagers 
Simon, Will, Jay and 
Neil head to Greece for 
a wild holiday - but 
things do not go to plan. 
Comedy, with Joe 
Thomas, Simon Bird, 
James Buckley and 
Blake Harrison. ★★★ 

10.55 Queer as Pop: From 
the Gay Scene to the 
Mainstream 
Documentary revealing 
how the social and political 
liberation of gay men has 
inspired and influenced the 
music mainstream over the 
past 40 years. 

11.55 Chic: iTunes Festival 
Special Lauren Laverne 
introduces footage from 
the group’s performance at 
the music event at 
London’s Roundhouse. 

12.55 Kylie Minogue: Showgirl - 

Live At Earl’s Court 1.55 FILM: 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show 

(1975) ★★★ 3.35 90210 4.15 A 

Place in the Sun: Winter Sun (R) 

5.10 SuperScrimpers 5.20 Deal or 

No Deal (R) 


4.10 Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang (1968) 

Children’s musical 
adventure, starring Dick 
Van Dyke. ★★★ 

7.00 Eddie Stobart’s 
Christmas Delivery 

Festive edition of the 
documentary, in which the 
company’s truckers battle 
winter conditions to ensure 
shops and councils receive 
their supply of Christmas 
trees and salt; (R) 5 News 
Update 

8.00 World’s Strongest Man 
2013 James Richardson 
presents the second heat 
from Haitang Bay in Sanya, 
China, featuring six 
competitors looking to 
finish in the top two and 
make it through to the final; 
5 News at 9 

9.00 Merry Christmas Mr 
Bean The hapless hero 
plans the Christmas 
holiday of a lifetime - but 
fate intervenes and pulls 
the rug out from under his 
feet, reducing what should 
have been the perfect 
festive season to a frantic 
comedy of errors. 
Slapstick, starring Rowan 
Atkinson. Part of Slapstick 
Comedy Night. (R) 

9.30 Do It Yourself Mr Bean 
The hapless hero’s party 
falls flat, but he finds an 
ingenious way to beat the 
sales queues and bag a 
bargain. Slapstick comedy, 
starring Rowan Atkinson. 
Part of Slapstick Comedy 
Night. (R) . 

lO.OOTommy Cooper’s 

Christmas A seasonal 
special from 1973, 
featuring comedy 
sketches, magic and guest 
appearances by Sacha 
Distel and Clodagh 
Rodgers, who perform a 
med ley of festive favourites. 
Part of Slapstick Comedy 
Night. (R) 

11.05 The Plank (1967) 

Two clumsy workmen 
carry a plank to a 
building site, causing 
various mishaps and 
accidents along the 
way. Slapstick comedy, 
directed by and starring 
Eric Sykes. With Tommy 
Cooper. Part of 
Slapstick Comedy 
Night. ★★★ 

12.15 SuperCasino 3.05 

Blackpool Lights 3.50 Motorsporl 

Mundial 4.20 House Doctor (R) 

4.45 Great Artists (R) 5.10 Nick’s 

Quest (R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS (R) 



FULL TEMPLATE, 

SUPPLY AND FITTING 
SERVICE, FULLY 
SKILLED CRAFTSMEN 
WITH OVER 40 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. 

filOl C/n nCQQ www.granite-wQrktopsltd.cG.uk I 
U I L I DU/ UP70 info@granite-worktopsltd.co.uk | 


Short breaks, holidays 
and long haul adventures 
to destinations near 
and far 

...by coach, rail, Eurostar, 
self-drive and air 




star extra travel 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Brought to you by the 


Express & Star 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 1 Klf 


"Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 
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rPr operty 


YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO 
HOME BUYING AND LETTING 


Home is ideal opportunity 
for first-timers at £72,500 


Extended family 
detached for sale 


auction 

HOUSE 

Birmingham & 
Black Country 


NEED TO SELL FAST! 

We have SOLD over 90% 
of all LOTS in the last 2 years 

ENTRIES NOW BEING TAKEN FOR 
OUR NEXT AUCTION 

Don’t sell before calling 

0121 289 3838 

IT MAY SAVE YOU ££££££££s 

property auction experts - locally, regionally, nationally 


New Year, New Home 


Open throughout the festive period to help you plan a Happy New Year in a stylish 
new home. Our Marketing Suites are open from 10am ~ 5.30pm on these days: 

Closed: 23rd ~ 27th December Scan the QR code 

Open: 28th ~ 31st December to see our Christmas 

Closed: 1st January film on your phone 


A WELL-PRESENTED one-bedroomed ground floor flat 
in Foster Avenue, Hednesford with a rear garden and off 
road parking is an ideal first-time buy or buy to let invest¬ 
ment. 

Having gas central heating, it is for sale through Cross 
& Co priced £72,500. It has an entrance hall, lounge/dining 
room, kitchen, bedroom, a shower room and a rear garden. 

An asphalt driveway leads to off-road parking at the side 
while the entrance hall has three storage cupboards, the 
lounge/dining room has a gas fire with a feature marble 


hearth and a door leading to the garden. The kitchen has 
wall, drawer and base units with work surfaces, space for 
an oven, washing machine and dryer and tiled flooring. 
There is ample space in the bedroom for furniture while 
the shower room has a wash hand basin, shower cubicle 
and tiled splashbacks. 

The rear garden is low maintenance comprising a patio 
area, brick store and space for a shed. For further informa¬ 
tion contact Cross & Co on 01543 500370 or visit the 
website at www.crossandcoproperties.co.uk 


AN EXTENDED detached 
family home set within the 
sought after village of Bish- 
opswood, that lies between 
Stafford and Wolverhampton 
is on the market with agent D 
B Roberts for offers around 
£320,000. 

The well presented accom¬ 
modation at the house on 
White Oaks Drive comprises a 
reception hallway, cloakroom, 
four reception rooms, modern 
fitted breakfast kitchen, 
feature conservatory and a 
further summer room. 

To the first floor is a master 
bedroom with en suite, three 
further bedrooms and family 
bathroom which has both a 
bath and separate double 
shower cubicle. 

The property is approached 
via a driveway providing ample 
off road parking, which leads 
up to two garages with sepa¬ 
rate doors. The property 
stands within a generous plot 
that benefits from not being 
overlooked and the gardens, 
with southerly aspect, are 
mature with an array of shrubs 
and borders. 

The agent advises that 
viewing is essential in order to 
fully appreciate this family 
home. Call 01785 255800 for 
further details of visit the 
website at 

www. dbroberts. co .uk 


Redrow at Oakwood Grange 

Walsall Road, Great Wyrley, Staffordshire WS11 8JT. 

Visit: redrow.co.uk/oakwood Call: 01922 315799 


^REDROW 

OUR PRIDE-YOUR JOY 






























Make your property stand 

out from the crowd 




The N EW way to buy 
& sell homes ONLINE 


IHtSt \l)4V IIMls 
TliF«Mt4fTIMFS 



www.pauldubberley.tv | www.pauldubberley.co.uk 
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SUZUKI ALTO FROM 

ONLY £5,999* 

This practical city car has low C0 2 emissions 
of QQg/km^ great combined fuel efficiency of up 
to 65.7mpg + , no road tax + and low insurance. 

And now available VAT free*, it’s one of the lowest priced 
hatchbacks around, so you really won’t be able to resist it. 


HAVE JO 


Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/autosalescannock 

Autosales Suzuki Cannock 


Progress Drive Bridge Town Cannock WS11 OJE 01543 431360 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Alto range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 43.5-54.3 (6.5-5.2), Extra Urban 
65.7-74.3 (4.3-3.8), Combined 55.4-65.7 (5.1-4.3), C0 2 emissions 118-99 g/km. 


The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. 
*VAT free offer on Alto range: Alto 1.0 SZ available from £5,999, including customer saving of £1,200 to Alto 1.0 SZ4 A/f available at 
£8,625 including customer saving of £1,724 equivalent to VAT amount of previous on the road price of £7,199 (SZ) and £10,349 (SZ4 
A/T). For full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. Offer subject to availability for vehicles privately registered between 
1st November 2013 and 31st December 2013 from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offers. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. tManual transmission only. Model shown: Alto SZ4 
(metallic paint available at £399). 


no*- 


QUALITY 

USED CARS From AUTOSALES your local Suzuki Dealership 



BJ07VXD 

BJ11XCM 

KD57DTK 

BF59GVJ 

EA11CBX 

BT60FMP 

DS12FW0 

BN63KCU 

VF11JFZ 

FM10UWP 

BX63XMW 

BU63CFD 

DY590DS 

BV09LXG 


Chevrolet Kalos Se 1.2 5 Door Hatchback 
Grey 16,000 miles.... 


Abarth 500 1.4 3 Door Hatchback 
White 26,000 miles. 


Vauxhall Astra Club 1.8 Automatic 

5 Door Hatchback Beige 40,000 miles. 

Vauxhall Astra Active Ecoflex Cdti 1.7 Diesel 

3 Door Hatchback Black 44,000 miles. 

Suzuki Sx4 Sz-L 1.6 5 Door Hatchback 
Silver 36,000 miles. 


Suzuki Alto Sz3 1.0 5 Door Hatchback 

Red And Red 11,000 miles. 

Kia Picanto 2 1.0 5 Door Hatchback Red 

4,000 miles. 

Suzuki Splash Sz2 1.0 P5 Door Hatchback 

Silver-Black Interior, 3,000 miles. 

Ford Ka Edge 1.2 3 Door Hatchback White 
9,000 miles. 


Fiat 500 C Lounge 1.2 Convertible Blue 16,000 miles.. 
Suzuki Swift Sz3 Ddis 1.3 Diesel 5 Door Hatch 
Smokey Green 6,000 miles... 


Suzuki Sx4 S-Cross 1.6 Ddis Sz-T 1.6 Diesel 

5 door Hatch Superior White 7,000 miles. 

Citroen C4 Picasso Vtr+ Hdi Egs 2.0 Diesel 

MPV Silver 38,000 miles. 

Suzuki Alto Sz3 1.0 5 Door Hatchback 
Blue 48,000 miles. 


..£4695 

..£6495 

..£7995 

..£5495 

..£7695 

..£7295 

..£5995 


..£9495 


. ..£17995 

.£7495 

£3995 


BJ59HCF 

YX11P0H 

BG11HF0 

GY09AUR 

DL10FCV 

BX63XMU 

LD60HCL 

AF10LLO 

BF58TMV 

BF13ZMX 

BF60LDC 

YB57VCG 

EN61XNR 


Fiat 500 Pop 1.2 3 Door Hatchback Red 
28,000 miles. 


Peugeot 3008 Active Hdi 1.6 Diesel 5 Door 

Hatchback Silver 12,000 miles. 

Suzuki Splash GIs 1.2 5 Door Hatchback 

Black 11,000 miles. 

Toyota Yaris Tr Vvt-11.3 5 Door Hatchback 

Black 39,000 miles. 

Vauxhall Agila Design 1.2 Automatic 5 Door 

Hatchback, Black, 12,000 miles. 

Suzuki Swift Sz3 1.2 3 Door Hatchback 

Bright Red, 4,000 miles. 

Kia Venga 1 1.4 5 Door Hatchback 

Silver, 24,000 miles. 

Toyota Urban Cruiser D-4D 1.4 Diesel 5 Door 

Hatchback Blue 32,000 miles. 

Fiat 500 Lounge 1.2 3 Door Hatchback 

Grey, 33,000 miles. 

Suzuki Grand Vitara LWB Sz5 Ddis 1.9 Diesel 

5 Door Estate Beige Metallic 13,000 miles. 

Citroen C3 Vtr+ 1.4 5 Door Hatchback Silver 

29,000 miles. 

Mini One 1.4 3 door hatchback Silver 
57,000 miles. 


Hyundia i30 Comfort 1.4 5dr hatchback Silver 
6,000 miles. 


SHN1CI Off® 

W ALL MAKES AND MODELS 


A 


45 Point Check inci 

Oil & Filter 
Change 

INCLUDING 

Brake 

Fluid Change 


..£6595 

..£9995 

..£6195 

..£6295 

..£9695 

..£5995 

..£9995 

..£6595 

..£6595 

..£5995 

..£8295 


£99,. 

£119. 


Autosales Suzuki Cannock 


PROGRESS DRIVE, A34 WALSALL ROAD, 
CANNOCK WS11 OJE 

08433 160515 

www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 



follow us on 

twitter 


@autosalesgroup 


find us on 

facebook 




SITUATED in Lower 
Way, Upper Longdon, 
this cottage is on the 
market for £299,995. 

It has porch entrance, 
kitchen, lounge/diner, con¬ 
servatory, WC and ground 
floor bedroom. 

On the first floor there are 
two further bedrooms and a 
bathroom. 

Outside, to the front of the 
property is a block paved 
patio, parking for one 
vehicle, wall boundary and 
mature shrubbery. 

Further to this are lawned 
areas, paved pathways, 
gated access stepping down 
to covered front entrance 
door with security light. 

The rear garden is lawned 
with hedged borders, veg¬ 
etable plot, brick-built 
storage and outside coal 
bunker. 

For more information 
contact C Residential on 
01889 583377. 

Spacious plot for detached 
well-presented bungalow 

JR PROPERTIES is 
pleased to offer for sale this 
well-presented and spa¬ 
cious semi-detached bunga¬ 
low. 

The property sits on a 
large low maintenance 
corner plot in Priory Road, 
Brereton, Rugeley, within a 
popular neighbourhood. 

Inside there are two 
good-size bedrooms, 

modern bathroom, large 
lounge and kitchen with 
conservatory and no chain. 

Outside, the property sits 
on an enviable corner plot 
with low maintenance 
block paving to three sides. 

There is a gated side 
entrance providing off-road 
parking for numerous vehi¬ 
cles. 

The property, on sale for 
£145,000, is offered with no 
chain. 

Contact estate agent J R 
Properties on 01889 580280 
for further information or 
to arrange a viewing. 




Three-storey 
house on sale 
at £205,950 



A WELL-PRESENTED 
modern three-bedroom, 
three-storey detached 
house, situated in 
Nuthatch Close, Heath 
Hayes, is on the market for 
£204,950 with the agent 
Chase Independent. 

The accommodation 
comprises entrance hall, 
guest WC, dining room, 
breakfast kitchen, first 
floor lounge, study, master 
bedroom with en suite. 

On the second floor are 
two further bedrooms and 
family bathroom. 

The property benefits 
from gas central heating, 
double glazing, gardens, 
driveway and garage. 

For more details, or to 
arrange a private viewing, 
contact the estate agent on 
01543 504234. 
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CHEVROLET DECEMBER SALE. 

UNBEATABLE FINANCE RATES 
AND HUGE SAVINGS. 

0% APR Representative* 


£ 6,999 

SAVE £1,876 



POC.92 

w m per week 

over 5yrs 

NO DEPOSIT 


UP TO 5 YEARS 

0 % APR 


Representative 


r 



SPARK 1.0 LS 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR WITH EXPRESSIVE DESIGN 


FROM 

£ 13,499 

SAVE upto £5,000 


UP TO 5 YEARS 

0 % APR 


Representative 
and No Deposit on 
selected models 



TRAX 

CHEVROLET’S NEW COMPACT SUV 



rufn^jj^cAP 


BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 


■ Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 OAH 
Telephone: 08430 221196 enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 

Browse online: www.brindleychevrolet.co.uk Calls charged at local rate. 


•IMotability 


■ Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 
Telephone: 08430 221068 enquiries@brindleychevrolet.co.uk 



THREE 

YEAR 

WARRANTY 


OFFICIAL CHEVROLET FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES SPARK 1.0 (MPG): URBAN 42.8, EXTRA-URBAN 67.3, COMBINED 55.4, CO 2 119 G/KM, TRAX RANGE: URBAN: 34.4-52.3, 

EXTRA URBAN: 51.3-70.6, COMBINED - 43.4-62.7. C0 2 EMISSIONS 120-153G/KM. 

Chevrolet Spark 1.0 LS: cash price £6,999 Metallic Paint £425. Offer available until 31st December 2013. Chevrolet Trax from £13,499. "0% APR Representative, Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance supplied by Albany Finance 28-30 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, DY11DB. Prices correct 
at time of print. Offers not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all Dealer stock. Warranty expires at 3 years or 60,000 miles, whichever occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet’s standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2 year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty, and third year manufacturer’s warranty with a 60,000 mile limitation. 

We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. 
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Extra specification on 
Fabia Reaction includes: 

> Black rear spoiler > Floor mats > Black roof > Black radiator grille surrounds 

> Black door mirrors > Dark-tinted headlights and front foglights 
>16-inch'Comet'black alloy wheels > Sunset glass 

> SE dashboard > Manual air-conditioning 

> Small leather pack with three-spoke leather steering wheel 


Fabia Reaction 
was £13,405 

SAVE OVER 


ALL MUST BE SOLD BY DECEMBER 31st L_ r _ _ _ 

DRIVE AWAY PRICE 



FABIA 1.2 TDi 
GREENLINE SE 
DIESEL HATCHBACK 



• 15" Alloy Wheels 

• Additional 4 speakers in rear 
• Body coloured door handles and mirrors 
♦ Category 1 alarm with tilt sensor 
Electrically heated and adjustable door mirrors 

• Energy Recovery 

♦ Height adjustable passenger seat 

• Stop/start function «Air conditioning 

• Rear disc brakes • Tinted windscreen 

«Trip computer 

• Side and rear windows in tinted glass 

DELIVERY MILEAGE 

£9995 


Roomster 

From only 6,000 miles, choice of colours 

SAVE OVER 


Rapid 1.6 SE CR Diesel 

From only 3,000 miles, 

Choice of colours including metallic paint 

SAVE £4105 


Octavia SE Automatic 


From only 3,000 miles, ^ Superb Estate CRD Diesel From only 8,000 miles, Choice of colours 

From only 7,000 miles, Choice of colours 


m only 7,000 miles, Cl 

SAVE OVER 


SAVE £4500 


£2500 ON NEW ON NEW PRICE £5000 ON NEW ON NEW PRICE 


Worry-free 

!r=£5 ,y,h,n9 


Use your mobility allowance 
Breakdown recovery 
Road tax and insurance 
Servicing and maintenance 
60,000 mileage allowance 
Specialist advice 


Motability 
specialists here 
to assist you 


Motability £0 

- Advance 

__ Payment 



New model Octavia 
1.6 and 2.0 TDi 

Choice of specifications colours 

SAVE OVER 
£4000 ON NEW 


Superb SE Plus Estate 
CRD Diesel 

From only 3,000 miles, choice of colours 

SAVE OVER 
£4000 ON NEW 


Who'd have 
thought? 

Low rate used car Finance 

B .g% 

mma^ APR 


representative 


‘Selected used models, 

\ f 2 years or 20,000 miles 
(whichever comes 
sooner) when , 

purchased with | 

Skoda Finance. 

Over 18's only. Subject 
d status. Skoda Finance. 


Servicing 
for £175 + 


Call in and see us for details 


El 


follow us on 

bwikker 

@autosalesgroup 

find us on 

facebook 



AUTOSALES 

THE UK'S LONGEST ESTABLISHED 
SKODA DEALER 

www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 


SKODA 


Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA Fabia Reaction 1212v 69PS: Urban 38.7 (7.3), 
Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 51,4 (5.5). C02 emissions for the SKODA Fabia Reaction 1.212v 69PS: 128g/km. 



Autosales 


Attwood Road, 
Burntwood, WS7 3GJ 

NEAR CANNOCK 

FREEPHONE 

08433160483 

TELEPHONE 

01543 450000 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


ll 


Family 

"2 

^B 


Leisure Time 

^B 



3 

Home & Services j 

^B 



I 4 


Pets & Animals 1 




Business & Farming | 





Property 1 

^B 



7 


Jobs 1 

■B 



[8 


Motoring 

[9 



Local Information ] 



) 

Personals 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressamJstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


▼ Place a paid for advert 


L 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


Q 

L_! 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


f In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


Jennings & 

Funeral Directors 


Funeral Directors 

www.jenningsfunerals.co.uk 


We are proud to have been serving the local 
community of Wolverhampton since 1848 

Providing a choice of funerals and memorials to suit 
all budgets. Our friendly arrangers can also offer help 
and advice with pre-paid funeral planning. 

For your nearest branch or to 
arrange a home visit please call p eter Harrison 
01922 712153 Funeral Director 


Here for you, whenever you need us, 24 hours a day. 


local 

2 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q £^y' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 




Family 


roti'M 


PLAYSTATION 4 CONSOLE, 

includes 4 games, 2 controllers, 
charging station and vertical stand, 
£875ono. 07946 019294. 


MATHS, ENGLISH 11+ TUITION 

For free assesment call Kip 
McGrath on 01543 253311 

1-2-1 MATHS & sciences tuition by 
qualified local teachers. Primary to 
A-Level. From £10. Call: 01902 
311950/07976 462204. 



STAIRLIFTS 

Reconditioned from £495 
New from £1,295 


01384 256474 


ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR, rise and 
recline, excellent condition, £150. 
Telephone 07506 660317. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


SINGLE ELECTRIC bed. 

£150. 

07506 660317. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




Leisure 

Time 


CHILDS FIREMAN Sam bike, suit 
2-4 year old, as new, £40 ono. 
01785 749815. 


JACKSON-HATELEYCYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


SALE SALE SALE 

UP TO 50% ALL CYCLES 
ACROSS THE RANGE 

SOME CYCLES TO CLEAR AT 
CASH & CARRY PRICES 

ALL CHILDREN’S CYCLES REDUCED 

YOU BEAT OUR PRICE, WE BEAT YOURS 

Book your cycle 
for Christmas now at Sale Price 

All guarranteed with a 24 hour repair service 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


CARAVANS & CHALETS 

For Sale at Clarachbay.com 
with sea views from £6,995 
Includes 2014 fees. Call Phil on 
01970 820579. 

LUXURY TWIN UNIT LODGES 

For Sale on the coast of West 
Wales on stunning new 
development with sea views. For 
info call Sean 07817 067191 


caravans, boats etc. 07977 325096 

All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 


WANTED TWO BERTH small light 
weight caravan, must be in very 
good condition, around £2,000. 
17717 338587. 



BROWNING PHASER carp pole, 
11m, hardly used, 2 new top kits, 
16lbs -18lbs plus, £125 ono. 07549 
059316. 


ELECTRONIC ORGAN free stand- 
Matador 80, full working order, 
01922 634160. 


ing, IV 
£70. C 


YORK EXPERIENCE Electric tread¬ 
mill, variable speeds, hardly used, 
£130 ono. 07582 135584. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* Best Every Saturday Boot Sale * 

* 10am - 1pm till Christmas * 

* A454 By Wheel Pub, between ★ 

* W’ton & Bridgnorth, WV15 5NR ★ 

* www.bestbootsales.com * 

* OT8MJM7041 ★ 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
*Best Wednesday Bootsale* 

* 10am - 1pm till Christmas * 

* Pouk Lane, Muckley Corner between ★ 

* Walsall & Lichfield, WS14 OET * 

* www.bestbootsale.com * 

* 07890 267041 ★ 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★■(Hr* 


2014 ON SALE NOW! 

At 2013 PRICES! 

Changes free of charge! 
Cancellation with *<> tips 
total refund! UP™ 48 " 

No RISK and total freedom! 

Book with 
security! 
Book with 
confidence! 
Book with 
Splash! 

iltansfersc 



Tl 

“The smart way to arrive” 


caravan holidays 


BOYCE HOLIDAY PARK and Cot¬ 
tages. Quiet park situated nr Brom¬ 
yard. Static holiday homes sales, 
casual/seasonal touring and self¬ 
catering. Call for a colour brochure: 
01886 884 248. 


caravan holidays 


3 Bed Caravan For Sale 


at Wide Horizons ~ 
Holiday Park 


Call for more details: 07813121678 


cotswolds 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 



clairvoyance 


PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 


hair & beauty 


JADES BEAUTY 


Farmbridge Road, Walsall WS2 OAG 

07852 476226 


LOCAL MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

men, women, children and OAP’s 
welcome. Michael: 07842 399159. 

UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

Singles/Twist/Canerow/Weave & 
extensions. Call: 07973 520327. 


Super Sunday 
Indoor & Outdoor 
Boot Sale 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Littleton Green Community School 

Sellers: 9.30am Buyers: I Oam 
£5 a pitch 

A34 Hungtington, Cannock WSI2 4DU 
07890 267041 


hypnotherapy 


WEIGHT LOSS lose up to a stone in 
two weeks. Money back 
guarantee. 07939 905388. 
philipayres.co.uk 



car hire 


Jaguars & Stretch 6 Seaters in 
Black, White or Champagne. Weddings/ 
Proms. Any occasion catered for. 
Freephone 0800 6226455 
Mobile 07824 517923 


Home & 
Services 


INSTANT CASH for leather chester¬ 
fields, settees and chairs, any con¬ 
dition or colour. Call now on: 
07546 967350 

LEATHER THREE piece suite, wine 
colour, 3 seater and 2 chairs, excel¬ 
lent condition, £550. 

07525 023244. 

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS 

Double, brand new, never used. 10” 
thick, air flow system, still in pack¬ 
aging. RRP £599. Bargain at £130. 
07450 887796. Can deliver. 

THREE-PIECE SUITE, red with dark 
wood down arms, very good condi¬ 
tion, £150. 0121 556 0901. 


WINTER SALE 
UPTO 70% OFF 

STARTS BOXING DAY 10AM 


BFC FURNITURE 

BURNT TREE, DUDLEY 

New Factory Outlet 


Worcester extra value divan single 
was £99 NOW £49.50. Doubles £89.50. 

Cleo Sofa Bed die clac in fabric or faux leather 
was £398 NOW £119 

Melissa Cabin Bed, with base cupboards and 
drawers, blue or pink, quality mattress, 
was £390 NOW £195. 

complete divans from £49, ortho matts from £69, 
memory foam matts £89, metal fashion beds 


1000 mattresses, wing chairs £119, recliner chairs 
£199, massage and power recliners from £299, 
complete suites from £299. 

Save 50% on all leather corner units-normally 
£499 half price £249. 

3 seater wexford fabric sofas-normally £399 
clearance £149. Chairs £49. Recliners leather 
£199. Beds from £49. Mattresses from just £29. 
Bunk beds £99. 

OPEN 7 DAYS. SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, 
Dudley DY4 8XPA461 

over road from new Tesco, 100 mtrs past Toby. ESI 

0121 557 6885 — 


ANTIQUES WANTED 

All Furniture, Clocks, China, Medals, 
Coins, Paintings, Gold & Silver Jewellery 
HOUSE CLEARANCE SERVICE 
CHASE ANTIQUES 
(Over 35 years Trading) 

01543 572367 07831 818024 


household appliances 



EAST & WEST 

Al1 ^— 

Sales, Wholesale and Retail 
Washing Machines from £89 
Cookers from £89 
Tumble Dryers from £69 
Fridge Freezers from £89 
Double Beds from £69 
Single Beds from £49 

46a Bradford St, Walsall. WS1 $ 
07966 673960. Free Del. Open Sun. 
www.eastandwestaia.com 



FRIDGE-FREEZER-F/FREEZERS 

Professionally reconditioned. 
6 months full guarantee with each 
unit. Real Bargains. Can deliver. 
Call John on 01902 850700. 

FRIDGE-FREEZER-Fridge freez¬ 
ers. Professionally reconditioned. 
6 months full guarantee with each 
unit. Real Bargains. Can deliver. 
Call John on 0T902 850700. 

HUSQVARNA VIKING SE sewing 
machine and embroidery unit, com¬ 
plete with tools, superb condition, 
“ -371851.5pm+. 


£1,300 ono. 01543 3 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm Riven 
faced, only £1.60inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


CANNOCK EXCHANGE 

We buy & sell quality used goods: 

Car audio, Air Rifles, TVs & Laptops, Bikes, 
Gold, Guitars & Amps, Group/Disco Gear 
etc. Try us! No Furniture. 

186 Stafford Rd, Cannock, WS11 4AH 
Open Tues to Sat 10am-6pm 
01543 570990 Closed Sun & Mon 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CHEAP BRICKS £12 per 100 inc 
VAT, also red hand made brick, 
£28.90 per 100 inc VAT. Prices to 
clear. Ranton Building Supplies 
Limited, Cannock 01543 276006. 

ROYAL ALBERT China, dinner and 
tea service, Old Country Rose 
design, setting for 8 people, never 
used, as new £375. 01384 252041. 


ALL BRIC A BRAC WANTED and 

coins, medals, tokens, postcards, 
records and house clearances. Est 
1969 The Curio Shop, 61 George 
Street, Walsall, WS1 IRS Call 
07841 596254 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

GASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the right 
item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


WANTED. An originial copy of the 
book The Life ana Career of Doctor 
William Palmer of Rugeley’. 

Telephone 01922 631479. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, upto £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops from 
£160 & PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 


.APTOP Computer, windows, w 
less, office, good condition, can 
deliver and show working £70 
07973 348534. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free call out & estimates on any 
TV Plasma, LCD, Projection repairs, 
ill areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 

TV, DVD OR BLUE RAY BROKEts 
DOWN plasma and LCD not 
working call Sertronics on 01922 
624412 



accountants 


Self Assessment a_ 

accountancy services for the 
self-employed, 


aerials 


44 


DIGITAL 
VAERIAUSi 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 


1 aerial into 4 rooms 

G12S 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439096 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
cad out, 3 years guarantee, OAP 
discounts. Call 07960 173589 / 
0800 633 5899 
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ClassifiedAds 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


blinds 


Amanda for Blinds & Curtains 


v 

i 


Vertical Blind Deals 

From 7 for £179 

MEASURED & FITTED!!! 

GREAT FABRICS IN CREAM OR WHITE. 

GREAT OFFERS ON.... WOOD VENETIANS, 
VENETIANS, ROLLER & ROMAN 
Wolverhampton: 421511 Stafford: 244567 Telford: 4551361 
Buy online @ www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


ABSTRACT BUNDS. Quality 
blinds. Professional service. Free 
quotes. Sale on 30% off. 01902 
656688. www.abstractblinds.co.uk. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


‘ARRY’S 


GROUND FORCE 

Quality Paving, Tarmac, Cotswnld Stoning,Car Parks, Forecourts, 
Ornamental Walls, Complete Front and Back Garden Landscaping 
Gravelling, Trees Lopped 

All Work Carries 10 Year Guarantee 

www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 

A FAIRWAY HOMES building and 
home improvement services. 
www.fairway-homes.co.uk. Call 
01922 444865 or 07941 112729. 
All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


building supplies 


ies| 


Cunningham 

Reclamation 

Buyers & sellers of reclaimed 
and new building materials 

01543 275299 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, _ 

Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 

Stone. Cawarden 01889 - 

sales @cawardenreclaim.c 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


• Kitchi 


Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 

Specialist 

Doors and Flooring 

Windows and Staircases 

Domestic and Commercial 

Refurbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 531 0264 / 
07903 234 137 


KARNDEAN & AMTICO floors sup¬ 
plied & fitted. Laminate/Wood floors 
also. Fully insured, 07768 814501 


carpet & upholstery j 
cleaning| 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


carpet fitters 


S supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 

CARPETS FITTED from £25. Wet 
rooms, laminates, all aspects of 
flooring undertaken. Calf: 07870 
563266 or 01902 276345. 


Christmas 

trees/wreaths 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV cameras, 
supplied and fitted, domestic and 
commercial, same day service, free 
call out. Call Robbi on 07960 
173589/0800 633 5899 


domestic 
v cleaning 


EXPERIENCED DOMESTIC 
CLEANER and house keeper. 
Ironing and washing service avail¬ 
able, CRB checked 07722 768305 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £349 fitted. 
Windows & Fascia’s, 01922 
442720. 


driveways & 
patios 


THE STAFFORDSHIRE PAVING 

Company, driveways, patios, slab¬ 
bing, fencing & landscaping service 
07980 100491 or 01543 222954. 



electrical 

\ 

\ 

services 



ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home re¬ 
wiring from £800. NICEIC.High 
quality local service call freephone 
0800 0263455/07939- 


MZ ELECTRICAL. A reliable friendly 
service, no job too small. All domes¬ 
tic and commercial work under¬ 
taken. Free quote: 07724 424441. 

SEVEN DAY HOME ELECTRICS 

£30 call out includes first hours 
labour. Call 07583 320318. 


electricians 


A-Z ELECTRICAL 
&HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS LTD 


All aspects of 
electrical services 
including showers, 
smoke and burglar alarms 


external 
l rendering 


A FULL 15 YEAR GUARANTEE on 

all rendering work. Call for a free 
quote: Call 01902 366221. 


fencing 


BEAVER FENCING 

Contractors for the supply and 
fit of all types of domestic and 
commercial fencing 

01922 408061 /07989 169547 


KELCAMP LTD 

Manufacture & Supply 

• Concrete Posts 

• Gravel Boards 

• Fence Panels 

01785 259415 

www.kelcampfencing.co.uk 


gardening 

services 


ALL TREES REMOVED Any size 

B ardens also cleared. Call now on 
1922 862198 / 07756 544873. 

P D NURSERY Finest Selection of TREE AND HEDGEWORK fencing, 
Christmas Trees & Holly Wreaths, lawns & tidying gardens call M & M 
A515 Yoxall Rd, Kings Bromley. on 07929 421460 / 01922 441799 


CHRISTMAS TREES 
non shed from £20 


i 


with FREE mistletoe 
Holly Wreaths 
from £5. 

OPP HOLLY BUSH 
GARDEN CENTRE EXIT, J11 M6. 


J 


gas fitting 

GAS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 

\ 

gates 

V 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 01902 
606979/ 07903 500642 24 hours. 
GRIFFITHS GATES. Gates, railings, 
handrails, security grills and doors. 
01902 635832 or 07816 502402. 

N 

guttering 

v 

\ PROPERTY 
^ SOLUTIONS 

A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 

handyman > 
v services 

HANDY MAN - Most trades covered, 
plumbing, heating, gardening and 
decorating. 07850 559315. 

HANDYMAN - WALL AND ROOF 
repairs: Call now on 07922 136355 
for more details. 

home ^ 

V improvements 

C R CONSTRUCTION new builds, 
extensions, walls. Work guaran¬ 
teed. 01902 637836/07403 165205 

tfeSlift 

Firestone flat rubber roofs 
Windows/Doors 

Fascias, soffits and guttering 

07988 354570 

www.upvchouselift.co.uk 

NEW BATTERY for your old power 
tool too expensive. Re-cell now for 
a much lower cost. Call Sertronics 
on 0845 1801015 

NEW BATTERY for your old power 
tool too expensive. Re-cell now for 
a much lower cost. Call Sertronics 
on 01922 624412 

house > 

v clearances 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Good prices for 
Chesterfield suites. 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 

HARVEY’S HOUSE / SHOP 

Clearances Cash waiting 
Any size 

Quick, discreet 
and professional service 

Call: 07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

VAN SELLIT House Clearances. 
Items bought or cleared, furniture, 
electrical, clothes, garage, sheds. 
Man and van for removals. 07714 
160717 or 07983 704889. 

\ 

kitchen fitters 

V 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 15 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

lock services ^ 

Lcckwiz 

Locksmith Services 

f Emergency Door I UPVC Lock Specialists 

1 Opening t Landlords FREE Lock 

Lock Replacements Exchange 


www.lock-wiz.co.uk 

^tockRite 

LOCAL LOCKSMITH AND 
SECURITY SERVICES 
Lock-outs, lost keys, 
broken locks etc 
Key Cutting on- site 
24hr call out 

01902 582004. 01543 660160 


oven cleaning 


VITAL OvenCleaners: Ranges,Agas 
BBQ’s etc: 07500 257089/0190272 
2937.www.vitalovencleaners.co.uk 


painters / > 

^ decorators 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 25 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
01902 683678 / 07890 879 892. 

MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Call 07837 826372. 

\ 

plans prepared 

V 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. Prompt att. KJ Bradley 01902 
373248. www.plans4u.co.uk 

X 

plastering 

v 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

28 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 

\ 

plumbers 

V 

DAVIES INSTALLATIONS All 

aspects of building work, plumbing, 
roofing, decking, kitchen and bath¬ 
room fitting. Call 07793 747829 

DAWSON 

PLUMBING i | 

SERVICES ^ 1 

Installation, repair 
and servicing • 24/7 
FREE QUOTES 

07582 416974 

plumbing & > 

v heating 

Combi boilers fitted from £1,750 
(15yr guarantee) with 7 rads from 
£2,650. Bathroom makeovers from 
£2,000 (inc tiling), 

Kitchens & Plumbing. 

24HR QUOTE LINE CALL JASON 

CALL FREE: 01902 689 565 

08003357303 01922 612169 

Q R Heating & 
O-D- Gas Services 

Repairs 

• Boilers and fires serviced 

Call Simon on 07725 188507 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER no iob too 

small, no call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

AA HEATING & Plumbing. 
Install/Service/Repair all gas work. 
Kitchen/Bathrooms: 01922 660410 

CENTRAL HEATING and all 

aspects of gas. No job too small. 
Gas safe reg. Call 07850 559315. 

NJ Plumbing and Heating 

In partnership with 

Miller Contracts Grp Ltd 

GAS SERVICES 

• Boilers & Central Heating • Cookers 

• Fires • Annual Services 

• Landlord Certficates 

Mob: 07770652915 or 07774543335 
Tel: 01922 682552 

Email: info@millercontracts.co.uk 
Web: www.millercontracts.co.uk 

Winter Warmer 

Save up to 30% on energy bills 

Ferolli A-Rated condensing Boiler, 
programmable Stat, Clock, Flue, up to 

7 Radiators. Supplied and fitted jj8^-i 
£2,495 - 5 year warranty 
(subject to annual servicing) 

MKA PLUMBING/ HEATING Bath¬ 
rooms, Kitchens, Central Heating. 
Call 07834 954066/ 01543 451772 
NEW BOILER FOR £17 per month, 
11.9apr. 10 years parts & labour 
warranty 07957 886034. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a quote on: 07521 411108. 

A 

removals 

v 

CHEAPER J 
^REMOVALS 

NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 

Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 

ABIE REMOVALS 

local House Clearances 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 

A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 

Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 


DJ REMOVALS house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


Handymove 

Removals 

House/Office/Full moves/Single items 
Local & Distance 

Call Paul: 

07771 201502/ 01922 479791 


K C REMOVALS 


Call Keith on 07867 862227 


roofing 


J.T. MATTHEWS 

the ROOFING CENTRE 


WE STOCK THE LOT 

ROOFING TILES, 
SLATES,FELTS, VALLEY 
' RIDGE, NAILS, LEAD, 
.LATH, VENTILATORS, 
PLYWOOD, GAS 
BITUMEN, UPVC 
FASCIAS & 
SOFFITS, 
GUTTERING 

For the roofing 
professional and DIY 
Visit our 5 acre complex 
Biddings Lane, Coseley 
Bilston 

Phone: (01902) 404623/4/5 
Fax: (01902) 353402 


WE TOP THE LOT 
ESTABLISHED 
OVER 60 YEARS 

ONEOFTHE 
LARGEST 
CENTRES ANE 
SELECTIONS 
IN THE 
MIDLANDS 



CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 


Freephone 

(0800) - 220 - 729 


A ROOFING 

A BACKED BARGAIN flat, main, 
chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

Call AD Roofing on a 

01902 752161 / 07538118034 24 hr j® 


ATS RUBBER COVER Spec_ 

in firestone flat rubber roofs. 01922 
442720 or 07783 229386 


MG 
ROOFING 

Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


skip hire 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping. 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle. 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 




QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 

01902404800 


RUSSELL 
SKIPS 


A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


AAA SKIP HIRE All si 

competitive prices. Call Now: 
01922 711411 or 07831 105695 


Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 


tiling 


ALL TYPES OF TILING Karndean & 
wet rooms^ supplied/fitted, fully 


insured. 07768 8 


T JACK LIVESEY (tiles) 

t Importers and Major 

^ Stockists of High Quality 

L Wall and Floor Tiles 

"■? Professional Fixing Service Available 

■“ 01543 504731 

g| www.jlceramics.co.uk 


Stafford’s Premier 
Tile Showroom 

Free Measuring Service " 
Free Delivery 

01785 223309 

1 Grayfriars Way, Stafford ST 16 2RF 


upholstery 


SEDGLEY UPHOLSTERY 

Re-upholstery of modern & antique furniture. 
Fabric samples for you to choose 
in the comfort of your home. 

Leather cosmetic repairs, scratches & colour loss 

01902 677874/07868232527 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


Re-Upholstering of Sofas, Dining Furniture, 
Caravans, Car Retrims and more. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543 500677 
07738 851601 



and fitted 

FREE QUOTES 
0121 526 3222 / 
07723 319 513 
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Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

LAURAS TACK BOX Largest stock¬ 
ist of new/secondhancf saddlery 
and riding wear in the Midlands. 
07949 943933, 01543 277688. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


All dogs welcome, 
competitve rates, quality service. 

Call Rich on 01902 686061 
or 07445 434053 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BORDER COLLIE PUPPIES, ready 
now, blue merles £350, red and 
whites £250. 07531 683954. 


CAARS ANIMAL RESCUE 

^^Registered Charity' 

Dogs, cats, puppies & 
kittens accepted for rehoming. 

Call: 01922 476208. 

Red Lane, Off Crab Lane 
Essington, WV11 2DZ. 

OPEN MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9am 


CHICHEE Chihuahua x Chinese 
Crested, 9 weeks, boy, loving home 
only, £250.01922 621726. 

GOLDEN COCKER SPANIEL, dog, 
8 weeks old, vaccinated, £350. 

Telephone 07836 568903. 

GOOD HOME wanted, reluctant sale 
due to ill health, 7 month old red and 
white boxer dog, KC reg. Vac’s, 
chipped. 01543 879927 or 07875 
295608. 

JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES for sale, 
smooth haired, small breed, £170. 

Telephone 01785 823014. 

LABRADOR PUPPIES (black), very 
well bred, 100% working parents 
with all health checks, KC reg, 
injections inc. £500. 01922 682198 
or 07775 697500. 

SCS PET SUPPLIES. Wonder Dog, 
Doctor Johns and Wellbeloved. 
Free local delivery High Street, 
Pelsall, WS3 4LX. 01922 693171. 


TWO YORKSHIRE Terrier puppies, 
8 weeks old. Mom and Dad can 
be seen. £350. 07585 557042. 

WANTEDNAfrican Greys, Cape 
Parrots, anything considered, no 
silly prices. 07881 811774. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 

JOIN THE SELF EMPLOYMENT 
REVOLUTION for only £25. 
Find out more-call: 0121 314 5641. 


WANT TO SELL Your Business? 
Call John Southern at County Busi¬ 
ness Sales 01902 766724. 



auctions 


No Job Too Big Or Too Sn 
BP RECYCLING SOLUTIONS 
Call Now For A Free Quote 

Covering the whole of the West Midlands 
Anything Considered 

07800821252 707916420731 


training 




www.gtg.co.uk Call 01902 618487. 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


Every Thursday our 
special jobs section 
is packed with the 
week’s latest 


Make sure you get 
your copy - it might 
be just what you’ve 
been waiting for. 


jobs, 


.expressandstar.com 
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Property 



No Deposit 
*Move In Today** 

from £99pw 
Rooms from £60pw* 
*lncludes Most Bills 

D.S.S WELCOME IN STUDIO/ROOMS 
Bilston, Dudley, Walsall, 
Wednesbury, West Brom, 
Darlaston, Wolverhampton, 
700+ Properties, New Daily, 
Check Website - Live List 
WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 

Tel 0121 568 7400 
j9accommodation.com 

^M^andj 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


area from 
£450 pcm. B&B Homes 
07834 483012 / 07931 382961 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


_to 100% 

market value - cash within 7 days! 
Freephone 0800 612 8495. 


Get 95-100% For Your House - FAST! 


5?Free valuation. Free consultation & 100% Confidential. No obligation 

5? Any property. Any condition. Anywhere St Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 
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Jobs 


ELECTRICAL PANEL WIRER 


required by busy expanding 
hydraulic / electrical company, 
'''"ntact Fischer Engineering Proa- 
s (UK) Ltd., Maybrook Trading 
ate, Unit 2 Maybrook Road, 


Contact Fischer 
ucts (U 

Estate, Unit 2 Mayb_ __, 

Walsall WS8 7DG. 01543 371881. 

WORKS MAINTENANCE ENGI¬ 
NEER wanted for a busy manufac¬ 
turing environment! Barnfather 
Wire based in Willenhall are 
seeking an experienced Mainte¬ 
nance Engineer who must be prac¬ 
tical and experienced in electrical, 
mechanical and general mainte¬ 
nance. Responsibilities will also 
include water treatment and over¬ 
head cranes, working alongside the 
current engineer and reporting 
directly to the Managing Director 
and Works Manager the ideal can¬ 
didate will need to be flexible, loyal 
and trustworthy. Please contact 
Dean Horton on 0121 526 2880. 


EXPERIENCED 

SADDLE MAKER 
SADDLE 

SEWING MACHINIST 

and 

SADDLE PREPARER 

Contact Ian 

at 

FAIRFAX SADDLES 
Walsall 07740 876800. 


FREE FORKLIFT TRUCK 
LICENCE to benefit claimants, 
those at risk of redundancy or who 
have been recently made redun¬ 
dant, proof of which is required. 
Must reside in the Walsall postcode 
area and hold a current driving 
licence. 


PRODUCTION OPERATIVE 

Aldridge, West Midlands. Produc¬ 
tion Operative required for busy 
saddle tree business. Experience 
beneficial but not essential as full 
training will be given. Must be a 
team player with flexible approach 
to all aspects of the production line. 
Please Email or post your CV and a 
covering letter outlining why you 
feel you’re the ideal candidate to: 
gaynorcooper@lariot.co.uk Lariot, 
College Farm, Bosty Lane, 
Aldridge, WS9 OLF. No agencies. 
Closing Date: 3rd January 2014. 


MAINTENANCE ORGANISER / 
CO-ORDINATOR required full time 
for Aldridge based maintenance / 
installation company. The job 
entails organising and delegating 
engineers, admin work, answering 
and responding to phone ana 
emails. The position is office based 
and comes with a very competitive 
rate of pay. Experience in admin 
and maintenance is preferred. 
Immediate start is available. Please 
contact 01922 454687. 


mur Twm m 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


Motoring 




BMW 320 Diesel SE Saloon, 09 reg, 
blue, 85k miles, taxed and MoT’d, 
excellent condition, £7,500. 

07836 568903. 

CHEVROLET MATIZ Jan 08, Blue, 
11tr, 5DR, AC, alloys, new MoT 41 k. 
Blue trim. £1995. 07973 188897. 

FORD FIESTA Ghia, 2003, black, 
1.4 5dr hatch, 80k, EW, CD, 6 
months tax, MoT May 14, alloys, 
£1,800 ono. 07974 204798. 


FORD FUSION 1.4 PETROL 

Semi-Auto, 04, black, 25,000 
miles, F.S.H, E/W, C/D and 
radio, very good condition, 7 
months MoT. 

£2, 850 ono. 01543 821079. 


JAGUAR XJ8 

2001, lwb, ex Wedding car, 
excellent condition, MoT Oct, 
tax March, full service 
history, air con, electric seats, 
mirrors etc. Private plate 
included. 

£2,300. 

07990 664853. 


jiusCtMJiM 

PEUGEOT 307 DIESEL 

114,000 miles. White. 05. 
MoT till September 2014 and 
taxed. 

Replacement fuel system, 
exhaust and cat convertor. 
Just serviced. 

Excellent condition throughout. 

£2,250 ono. 

01922 458544 or 
07889 

^^^^ 29634^^^^^ 

Immaculate! 



CENTRAL 

TRANSPORT 


HGV PCV ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. CPC AND 'DAI || | Ufi 
ADR COURSES. CALL FOR FREE BROCHURES I DM IIIIIIV 


0800 975 7121 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 

SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE “QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 


Westgate 

Driver Training 


Delivering High Quality Driver Training 
For Over 40 Years 



1-1 

LGV/PCV Training 
CPC Courses 
Free Assessments 
Driver Medicals 

Caravan & Horse Box Tuition available 


Tel: 01922 455514 

www.westgatedrivertraining.co.uk/ 


MINI ONE for sale, 05 reg., black 
eyed purple, Tax, MoT, excellent 
condition. £4,750 ono. 01543 
276487. 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Sport. 2008. 
Red, tax and MoT’d. 84,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. Bargain. 
£2,850. 07977 737193. Cannock. 
PORSCHE CAYENNE, 2005, 
93,948 miles, silver, electric 
windows, leather interior, tax, MoT, 
£11,500 ono. 01543 877896. 
RANGE ROVER 2004, 3litre, TD6 
Vogue. Full cream leather uphol¬ 
stery. Metallic Blue. £10,000 ono. 
01543 672473. 


BMA~ Mri 25 ytflri! 

CARS UNDER £1000 

Full mots - Open 7 Days a week! 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ifaCtitUkMf 

FORD FOCUS 1999 
SALOON 1.8 PETROL 

MoT August 2014. 

Tax January 2014. 

White in colour. 

Very good condition for year. 
Electric Windows. 

Power Steering. 

Ususal refinements. 

£625 ono. 

01630 657048 or 07967 
879922. 


FORD KA 1.3 W reg, low miles, 
p.a.s. Long MoT, £795 ono. 07921 
565 190. Wednesbury 

FORD KA 2000, X reg, taxed, full 
MoT, low miles, stereo, power 
steering. Good condition, £550. 
07908 240556. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.2 S, 5dr, silver, 05 
plate, 2 previous owners, 31,000 
miles, 7 months MoT, SH, PAS, 
CD, £2,399. 07507 677758. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4, Y reg, 5 door, 
electric windows and sunroof, grey, 
2 months tax, 9 months MoT, petrol, 
manual, £750 ono. 0121 5887251. 



VAUXHALL VECTRA 

2008,80.000 miles, beige, elec¬ 
tric windows, aircon, fsh, alarm, 
long MoT, metallic paint, central 
locking, alloys. 

£3.700 ono. 

07747 834567. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 

5dr, 1999 (R), 6 months tax, / 
months MoT, c/I, pas, lovely runner, 
reliable. £390. 01785 662463. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.6LS 2000 
reg, MoT, Sept 14, tax March 14, 
cdT all electrics. Immaculate for 
year, £380. 07570 466779. 

VW POLO 1.4 hatchback, slate grey, 
manual, petrol, taxed, Tong 
MoT, 1998, 107k, £575 ono. 01543 
374855. 


REMOVAL VANS for sale due to 
retirement. 2 x 3.5 Tonne, 1 x 7.5 
Tonne. £800 to £4,000. All road 
worthy. 07980 471383. 

RENAULT KANGOO 1.5 diesel, 
2007, silver, taxed and MoT’d, fsh, 
low miles, excellent condition, 
£2,700. 07563 326824. 

TRUCK CAB off TD5 Landrover Dis¬ 
covery Defender, also lining, fit¬ 
tings, and tailboard. £180. 01785 
255563. 



mot’s 


MOT’S NO RETEST FEE £27.99. 7 
days DSG Motor Mechanics. Call: 
01902 631466 / 07866 030218. 


spares/parts 


BATTERIES FROM £29.99 Corsa, 
Fiesta, Focus, Saxo 3 Year Guar¬ 
antee Wolves Hire - 01902 746723 
Tettenhall Road, WV6 OLE 


SCB CAR HIRE 

From £10 per day 

0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 

W.T.R VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 


for Christmas & the IsPew Year! 
Weekly, block bookings or inten¬ 
sive courses. 07986 552131. 



CALL US NOW 

0845 757 3402 

www.chasemotorcycletraining.co.uk 


M & C MOTORCYCLES Get your 
bike ready for next summer. Collec¬ 
tion and delivery. 01922 276552. 

NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 ITT I 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24 hrs 


WE PAY BEST 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate of destruction. 
Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 1- t - 
0121 525 5813J Dayt,me 
01902 659775 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 

www.bjoars.oo.uk 
Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

Best Prices! 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 


Landrover Parts 
Spares 8 Accessories 

We Stock Thousands Of Parts For All Land 
Rover, Range Rover & Freelander Models 

0121 568 7717 

Unit 37-38, Owen Road Trading Estate WV13 2PF 
www.jlslandrover.co.uk 




Local 

Information 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

Application has been made by Peter 
Singh, to the Regulatory Services, 
Licensing Unit at Walsall Council, 
for a new Premises Licence in 
respect of premises to be known as: 
Drinks Oasis, 196 High Street, 
Bloxwich, Walsall, West Midlands 
WS3 3 LA 

The application includes the 
following terms: 

1. To enable the sale of alcohol 
between Monday-Sunday 08:00- 
22:30 for consumption off the 
premises 

Full details of the application may 
be viewed at the Council Offices, 
Regulatory Services, Licensing 
Unit, Walsall Council, Civic Centre, 
Darwall Street, Walsall WS1 1TP 
during normal office hours Monday 
to Friday (www.walsall.gov.uk) 
Council’s website www.dudley.gov. 
uk 

Responsible authorities or other 
persons, can make written 
representations regarding the 
application, to the above Licensing 
Authority, and they must be 
received no later than 9th January 
2014. 

It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with this application 
and on the summary conviction for 
the offence is £5,000. 


FRANK JONES (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 129 
Somerfield Road Bloxwich Walsall West 
Midlands WS3 2EN, who died on 
30/07/2013, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 28/02/2014, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE LEGAL 
SERVICES LIMITED 

Aztec 650 Aztec West 

Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 

(Ref: NMC/3226727P/Jones) T397539 


I 
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Personals 



COULD A.SPOONER 

Formerly of Moxley Estate 
Bloxwich, get in touch with me 
as I need to speak to him. 

Box Number C18977, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 484021 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 


KIND GENT, 69 

Wishes to meet lady aged 
70-76 for friendship or more. 

I am an honest person with a lot 
to offer to the right lady and I 
think that our happiness would 
be permanant. 

Box Number PI 8979 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


* 


XTASIA SWINGERS CLUB 

West Bromwich, www.xtasia.co.uk 
for full information. 07850 236053. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ACCIDENT ON SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 8, 2013 

By The Mecca Bingo Club on 
the 2 islands on the Walsall 
Road, approx 1pm. 

Any witnesses to a collision 
between a silver Honda CRV 
and a blue Ford Focus please 
come forward. 

Call John on 07508 839733 


Department for Transport 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE hereby gives notice of an Order 
made under Section 247 of the above Act entitled “The Stopping 
up of Highways (West Midlands) (No.46) Order 2013” authorising 
the stopping up of a length of the unnamed footpath connecting 
Millichip Road to New Street, the whole of the section of New 
Street connecting Willenhall Road to Vernon Close, the whole of an 
unnamed footpath connecting New Street to South Street, and the 
whole of South Street at Willenhall, in the City of Wolverhampton 
to enable development as permitted by Wolverhampton City 
Council under reference 12/01241/FUL. 

COPIES OF THE ORDER MAY BE OBTAINED, free of charge, 
from the Secretary of State, National Transport Casework Team, 
Tyneside House, Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle Business Park, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7AR or nationalcasework@dft.gsi.gov.uk 
(quoting NATTRAN/WM/S247/952) and may be inspected during 
normal opening hours at Wolverhampton City Council, Civic Centre, 
St Peter’s Square, Wolverhampton, WV1 1RP. 

ANY PERSON aggrieved by or desiring to question the validity 
of or any provision within the Order, on the grounds that it is not 
within the powers of the above Act or that any requirement or 
regulation made has not been complied with, may, within 6 weeks 
of 20 December 2013 apply to the High Court for the suspension or 
quashing of the Order or of any provision included. 

Denise Hoggins 
Department for Transport 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 01902 713146 

or email 

marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


LONDON 

THEATRE 



Choose your show, price band* 
and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 
Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in 
London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and 
Dance option see the matinee performance before 
heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco 
(conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full 
English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. There's a choice of London 
hotels tickets are for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. 
Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of 
your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top 
priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the 
Theatre Showstopper package. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

k Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590XL 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 































































































Aerials 


Double Glazing 


Plumbing & Heating 
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Digital Rapid Aerials 



-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 



* DISCOUNTS 

fJSt sky free 

7 QUOTATIONS 

A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 



THE MOST EXPERIENCED REPAIR SPECIALISTS IN THE AREA 
ESTABLISHED OVER 26 YEARS 

• BROKEN AND MISTED UNITS REPLACED 
•VELUX WINDOW UNITS REPLACED 

• REPAIRS TO DOORS, WINDOWS, PATIOS AND CONSERVATORIES 

• WE FIX: FAULTY LOCKS, BROKEN HINGES, HANDLES AND PATIO WHEELS 

• ALL WORK AND MATERIALS GUARANTEED 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

FOR A FREE SURVEY OR AOVICE CALL NEIL / CAVE ON: 


□1543 504900 24 HRS 
□7748 108035 

IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 


ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 

* Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

* Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 

Telephone: 01922 456598 Mobile: 07853 253176 



Latest Burglar Alarms 
at unbeatable prices 

Ringe now for a 
Free Quotation on 

01922 644418 



MAN & VAN 


* Local / Distance 

* Single Item / Full Load 

* Ebay Collections 

* Relocations - FREE no 
obligation home visit 

07754 593502 
01543 274229 



Fencing 


B J FENCING SUPPLIES (| 

MEMBERS GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

QUALITY PRODUCTS - TRADE PRICES 

* AUTUMN + WINTER SPECIAL OFFERS * 








FEATHEREDGE 

£7.50 

£12.00 

£16.00 

£18.50 

6’x3’ GATE £30 

OVERLAP 

£6.50 

£9.00 

£10.50 

£12.00 

6x1’ TRELLIS £4 

TRELLIS 

£6.00 

£9.50 

£12.00 

£13.50 

6’x2’ FEATHEREDGE 

PICKET 

£9.00 

£12.00 

£15.00 

£17.00 

ONLY £7.501! 


VISIT OUR UNIT - COMPARE OUR QUALITY + PRICES 
FULL RANGE OF PANELS, POSTS, GRAVEL BOARDS, TIMBER ETC 
SUPPLY ONLY OR PROFESSIONAL FITTING SERVICE 
FREE QUOTES, ADVICE, TRADE + O.A.P. DISCOUNTS 
*TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS - ESTABLISHED 15YRS* 


TEL: 01543 821213, 07886 369958 OR 07828 693442 
UNIT 21, ZONE 3 BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, ROBINS ROAD, 
BURNTWOOD WS7 3FX (REAR MORRISONS) 


Household Appliances 



Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


6 Internal Panel Doors 
Fully Fitted Only 



Also just fitting available 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 


PROTECHT 

ELECTRICAL 


Full - Part Rewires 
Fuse Board Upgrades 
Showers - Cooker Point 
Burglar Alarm 
Additional Sockets 


■ 


MB electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality MH 

local service call: I 

01922 509984 
07-939 503905 

mbelectric. co. uk 


T: 01922 711192 
M: 07723 028842 

E: info@l-s-f-electricalservices.co.uk 
www.l-s-f-electricalservices.co.uk 

COMMERCIAL 
DOMESTIC 
FIRE ALARMS 
INTRUDER ALARMS 
DATA CABLING 



ELEcrmcnt* 


D & D DOMESTICS 

Your Local Repair 
Engineers 

All makes of Electric Cookers, Washing 
Machines and 
Tumble Dryers 

Free CALL 
OUT 

Factory 
trained 
Engineers 

Call anytime on: 



01922 746886 
07958 746758 


CLIFF 

THE 

PLUMBER 

24 Hour Callout 

No Job Too Small 
Leaking Pipes 
Radiators & Tanks Fitted 
Bathroom Suites Fitted 
Also Gutter Repairs & Fascias 
FREE QUOTES 
10% OFF for Pensioners 
Family business for 35 years 

Tel: Cliff 

01543 432584 evenings 
Daytime: 07836 577269 


L. Smith 
Plumbing 

24 hr Call Out 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Leaking pipes, Taps, 

Ball Valves Repair and 
Re-new, Radiators, Toilets etc. 
Gutters, Repair and Fascias 
Free Quotes 

10% OFF FOR PENSIONERS 

Family business 

07511 539915 

Anytime 

01543 432677 


NEED A PLUMBER? 


Bathrooms and Kitchens Fitted Tiling Specialists 

For all those jobs around your kitchen 
and bathroom Taps, Radiators, Burst 
Pipes, Showers and Leaks. 

- NO JOB TOO SMALL 
-NO CALL OUT CHARGE 


GIVE IAN A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 

07813 506025 OR (01902)276740 



Roofing 


WALSALL ROOFING 
SPECIALISTS 

PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 




ROgRmG tSE R^rCEsli 

★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work * Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs Hr Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN-FREE QUOTES. 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 

• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 
Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 0782 1837399 



Mot’s 


Cars £29.95 
Motorcycles £21.95 
Three Wheelers 
£29.95 

David Ross Ltd 

81/91 Hednesford Road, Heath Hayes, Cannock, Staffs WS12 3HL 

01543 277916 OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon-Fri : 8.30 am-5.00 pm Saturday : 8.30 am-12.30 pm 

EE 


Accessories 


OFF THURS/FRI 


O.A.P £2. 



P & S Spares & Repairs Ltd 

(Vauxhall Specialists) 

Second hand spares off the shelf 

Q Servicing and Mechanical Repairs 

Q Electronic Engine Management and Airbag Fault Diagnostic Service 

WANTED 

LATE VAUXHALLS: Scrap, MOT failures or 
accident damaged - Anything considered 
VAUXHALL PARTS ALSO WANTED 

Tel: 01543 370077 

Mobile: 07956 911287 

Unit 15, Yates’s Boat Yard, Lime Lane, Pelsall, WS3 5AS 



To advertise your business and reach 95,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01543465331 




E-mail us at... 

s.broad@expressandstar.co.uk 


M 


Post to... 

Sam Broad, Walsall Chronicle, 
Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES 
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Pics beat 
conditions 
and grab 
the victory 

Rushall Olympic 3 
Kings Lynn Townl 

WITH the conditions 
against them in the first half 
Rushall made light of it and 
almost went in front after 
just nine minutes but visit¬ 
ing keeper Alex Street made 
a fine diving save to keep out 
Dele Adebola’s header. 

The visitors replied and 
Massiah McDonald saw his 
shot blocked and when the 
rebound fell to Fryatt his 
shot was straight at Chris 
Gemmell. 

The home side though 
went ahead in the 17th 
minute when Stan Mugisha 
raced onto Josh Craddock’s 
through-ball to place his 
shot in the empty net. 

On the stroke of half time 
the visitors missed a great 
chance. 

Fryatt, unmarked in the 
six yard box, failed to 
connect from a corner and 
the Linnetts were made to 
pay dearly, when, Dele 
Adebola used his strength 
and power to great affect 
and score. 

Rushall made a flying 
start to the second half and 
within five minutes Chris¬ 
tian Dacres made it three 
finishing off a goalmouth 
scramble. 

Two minutes later though 
the visitors pulled a goal 
back when McDonald curled 
a fine shot into the top 
corner of the net. 

Seconds go 
fora Burton 
in contest 

Walsall 2nds 21 
Burton 34 

THIS should have been a 
much closer rugby game, but 
a catalogue of errors during 
a 15 minute period in the 
second half gifted the visi¬ 
tors two tries. 

Walsall try scorers were 
Liam Lloyd, Karl Robinson 
and Matt James. Mitch 
Carless kicked three conver¬ 
sions. 

Walsall 3rd XV 17 
Burton 20 

Walsall did, however, 
outscore their opponents by 
three tries to two. Two tries 
and a conversion from 
Kieran Smith with Andy 
Pain scoring the third try. 

Walsall ColtslO 
Wolverhampton 25. 

Backrow forwards Matt 
James and Connor Fletcher 
scored their tries 

Handsworth U-13s 22 
Walsall U-13s 17 

This was a good game 
between two evenly 
matched teams both in 
attack and defence. 

Walsall were under strong 
pressure at times. But in 
Jack Travis and Dimitri 
Morrison, Walsall had two 
players who constantly 
defended well. 

Owls looking 
for extension 

SHEFFIELD Wednesday 
are trying to extend the loan 
of Wolves defender Roger 
Johnson. 

Johnson has played 13 
games for the Owls since 
joining them in September, 
continuing to be a mainstay 
in the team despite manager 
Dave Jones losing his job. 

Caretaker-boss Stuart 
Gray is a big admirer of the 
30-year-old, who has won 
three, drawn four and lost 
six of the games he has been 
involved in to date. 

Gray said he understood 
Johnson’s loan ends on 
January 2 and the former 
Wolves coach wants to keep 
the one-time £4m signing 
for the rest of the season if 
he can. 


Villa suffer annual defeat from united 


Villa 0 Man Utd 3 

VILLA’S biggest home crowd of 
the season - 42,682 - watched on 
as powerless as their team as Man¬ 
chester United’s dominance at 
Villa Park continued. 

The champions haven’t lost in 
B6 since 1995 and that record 
never looked in doubt once Danny 
Welbeck struck twice in three first- 
half minutes. 

It was the annual home defeat to 
United but one that left them with 
just seven points from their eight 
Villa Park games this season. 

It is a worrying trend that 
mirrors last season’s wretched 


home form where they won just 
five league games. Villa had 
started well but folded once 
Welbeck struck. The absence of 
experience was their undoing and 
while Christian Benteke’s goal 
drought - now at 10 games - con¬ 
tinues others struggle to fill the 
void. 

And with Gabby Agbonlahor 
now suspended for Saturday’s 
Stoke trip there is another forward 
problem. 

Man Utd arrived after back-to- 
back Premier League defeats and a 
whopping 13 points adrift of 
leaders Arsenal. 
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They left with some confidence 
restored. United boss David 
Moyes, under pressure himself, 
saluted Villa and insisted no-one 
would be doing a better job than 
Lambert after their drastic over¬ 
haul of the last couple of years. 

But that support will matter 
little to the Villa faithful after 
watching their side roll over. Matt 
Lowton, Antonio Luna, Yacouba 
Sylla and Marc Albrighton 
returned after the 2-0 defeat at 
Fulham, with Albrighton making 


his first Premier League start 
since January 1. 

The winger was the one bright 
spot on a dour afternoon and there 
is now real hope he can recapture 
the form of three years ago, when 
he scored against United in a 2-2 
draw. 

And he twice went close, testing 
David De Gea with Karim El 
Ahmadi as the hosts enjoyed a false 
dawn. They failed to make the 
breakthrough though and United 
struck twice in three minutes to 
end Villa’s afternoon before it had 
begun. First Welbeck stole in to 
hammer in on 16 minutes before 


he doubled his tally, converting 
Antonio Valencia’s low cross. 

Villa had been carved apart by 
two simplistic goals as United 
underlined the gulf in quality. 

The game was over on 52 
minutes when Tom Cleverley fired 
past Brad Guzan. 

Luna failed to track the mid¬ 
fielder having initially gifted 
United the ball to underline the 
problems Villa have at the back. 

Against Fulham right-back 
Leandro Bacuna was the fall guy, 
this time it was left-back Luna, 
torn apart by the marauding 
Valencia. 


Walsall battle through 
and overcome Burton 


Burton 29 Walsall 36 

WALSALL showed real battling qualities 
before securing their ninth consecutive 
victory at an unusually muddy Peal Croft. 

They withstood early pressure and then scored a try with 
one of their early possessions. Hard-working Steve Halbert 
initiated the attack and then Rod Dickson made another 
surge before some delightful passing gave space for full back 
:hdov 


Chris Mould to touchdown. 

But for the next 20 
minutes Walsall were under 
relentless pressure. 

The Burton team were 
fully committed to a run and 
support style of play and 
began to take advantage of 
some unusually weak 
Walsall tackling. 

During this time the hosts 
scored three tries. 

Centre Betty made a 
strong run before Tom 
Harris got the final touch¬ 
down. 

Two minutes later Darryl 
Banton finished off a good 
counterattack. 

Sam Benjamin then made 
a defence bursting 50 metre 
run for a superb solo effort 
score. Archer converted two 
and kicked a penalty. 

This gave Burton a 22-7 
lead with still ten minutes 
left of the half. 

Walsall, to their credit, 
came back strongly and 
established what proved to 
be a match-winning lead. 

Forward pressure 

resulted in Weston kicking a 
penalty. 

Halbert, Mould and 
Crowhurst then helped to 
create the position for 
Walsall’s next score. 

A good drive from a 
lineout resulted in Halbert 
getting the final touchdown. 

The visitor’s next try 
came from a lineout. 

Hughes won the ball on 
the Burton throw, Hickman 
and Benson made good ball 
carries before the Walsall 
backs put together another 
fine passing movement 
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which resulted in a second 
try for Mould. 

Weston putting over the 
conversions despite the 
muddy conditions. 

The visitors had more 
control during the second 
half, and extended their lead 
when centre Harvey 
Wootton made a 45 metre 
try-scoring break. 

But Burton closed to 
within two points as No.8 
Dutton broke through a 
weak Walsall defence from a 
scrum. 

Walsall however, secured 
the win when scrum half Pit- 
taway found Jack 
Crowhurst with a neat pass. 

The young winger diving 
over for the crucial score. 

The hosts still had time to 
push for an equalising score, 
but on this occasion the 
Walsall defence, with 
Hughes and Halbert in par¬ 
ticular, were solid with their 
tackles and held on for the 
win. 

No Midlands One West 
league matches for two 
weeks. 

So the year ends with 
three Staffordshire teams 
occupying the top three 
league positions. 

Lichfield have a comfort¬ 
able lead, while Walsall are 
now challenging Burton for 
the play off place. 

Walsall travel to Stafford 
this Saturday to play their 
Staffordshire Cup match. 
The game kicks off at 2pm.. 



Walsall centre Harvey Wooton sets off on a try scoring run which helped his team to victory over Burton 


Old rivals fight 

Wednesbury RUFC 15 
Bloxwich RUFC 13 

WEDNESBURY entertained their 
old rivals Bloxwich, in what 
turned out to be not a very enter¬ 
taining game. 

Wednesbury weak in the pack 
but stronger around the field 
Bloxwich with a very strong pack 
and not much more so for large 
parts of the match they cancelled 
each other out. 

For most of the first half 
Bloxwich dominated in the pack 
but then squandered their advan¬ 
tage with repeated infringements. 

For most of the half both sides 
were pinned down in the midfield 
in what was a very poor game. 
Then with only a few minutes of 



Man of the match - Matt Dale 


it out in 

the half remaining Wednesbury’s 
centre Mitch Grearly intercepted 
a Bloxwich pass, raced nearly half 
the length of the pitch he was 
tackled just before the try line but 
his momentum carried him over 
for the try, Tom Huggins con¬ 
verted. 

Then right on half time 
Bloxwich were awarded a scrum 
on the Wednesbury five metre line 
and with their superior pack 
pushed the home side over the try 
line then added the conversion to 
make the scores equal. 

The second half carried on in 
the same vein Bloxwich dominat¬ 
ing the scrum but squandering 
their possession giving away 
penalties. 


a dreary match 


Wednesbury regained the lead 
12 minutes into the second half, 
the visitors gave away another 
penalty Tom Huggins stepped up 
and converted. 

The game then carried on with a 
midfield slog neither side seeming 
able to take the advantage. With 
just ten minutes remaining 
Bloxwich were awarded a penalty 
which they converted to level the 
score. 

Within three minutes they took 
the lead with yet another penalty. 

This seemed to be the wake up 
call Wednesbury needed, they 
threw everything at the visitors. 

Deep into injury time Wednes- 
bury’s fullback Craig Tilley 
received a pass on the halfway line 


and went on a run evading tackle 
after tackle then on the visitors 
five metre line he was tackled and 
brought to the ground but 
managed to get his pass away to 
Sam Ebanks who was following up 
behind him to finish off the move 
with a magnificent try, no conver¬ 
sion. 

Final score Wednesbury 15 
Bloxwich 13 and a much-needed 
win for Wednesbury in their final 
game before the Christmas break. 

Wednesbury’s next game on 
January 4 is away to Eccleshall 
with the kickoff 2.15pm. 

Coach Tom Huggins awarded 
his man of the match to Matt Dale 
in his first game of the season back 
after a shoulder injury. 


Let’s stake 
a place in 
play-offs 
- Mantom 

SAM MANTOM is urging 
Walsall to use the festive 
period as the launchpad for 
an assault on the League 
One play-offs. 

Starting with Saturday’s 
home game against Carlisle, 
Dean Smith’s side face the 
prospect of five games in a 
fortnight, with none of their 
opponents currently in the 
top half of the table. 

Midfielder Mantom pin¬ 
points the 4-2 win at MK 
Dons on Boxing Day 2012 as 
key to kickstarting the Sad¬ 
dlers excellent second half to 
last season and is hoping 
they can repeat the trick this 
term. 

Smith’s men are well 
placed in ninth, four points 
off the top six. 

“The Christmas period is 
always a big period for any 
club,” said Mantom. “The 
games come so quick and 
you always get some injuries 
and suspensions so it’s a 
testing time for the club. 

“We’ll be playing teams 
who are likely to be below us 
so we’re looking to pick up 
points against them.” 

The clash with Carlisle is 
followed by trips to Bristol 
City and Gillingham, before 
a home game with Sheffield 
United on New Year’s Day. 

Smith’s men are also pen¬ 
cilled in to face Oldham on 
January 4. 

Chances are 
missed in 
Villa victory 

Wolves Under-21s 0 
Villa Under-21s 2 

IT was a tale of chances 
taken by Villa and wasted by 
Wolves in the West Midlands 
Under-21s derby at AFC 
Telford. 

Villa got the goal they 
deserved when centre-back 
Janoi Donacien glanced 
home Robinson’s left-wing 
cross in the 14th minute, 
Hennessey getting a hand to 
the ball. 

Jake Cassidy drove nar¬ 
rowly wide on the angle 
three minutes before the 
break after a powerful burst 
forward by Eusebio Ban- 
cessi. 

Two minutes after the 
restart, Cassidy failed to get 
a shot in after latching on to 
Jordan Cranston’s cross on 
the run. 

And Villa made them pay 
on 48 as Andras Stieber ran 
from halfway after beating 
the offside trap before 
curling a low shot inside 
Hennessey’s near post. 

Wolves launched a late 
rally and Watkins denied 
Ismail’s left-foot shot before 
Elokobi blazed over from 
close range from a corner 
then beat away Kostrna’s 
acutely-angled effort before 
Davis drove just too high. 

Saido faces 
fine for tweet 

YOUNG striker Saido 
Berahino faces a hefty fine 
from Albion after publishing 
an offensive tweet in the 
wake of Steve Clarke’s 
sacking. 

The 20-year-old forward 
sent out the tweet including 
two swear words before later 
claiming it was unrelated to 
Clarke and bizarrely 
blaming his anger on a punc¬ 
ture. 

The Baggies appear to 
have accepted Berahino’s 
explanation but he is still 
expected to be disciplined by 
the club. The original tweet, 
which appeared just over an 
hour after Clarke’s depar¬ 
ture was confirmed, read: 
“Wow i cant believe it, thats 
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Lockmen 
feel the 
four-ce 
of Robins 

Willenhall 0 Dudley Town 4 

THREADBARE Willenhall 
were again reduced to a bare 
11 fit players as they slipped 
to defeat against 10-man 
Dudley. 

Kieron Hesson and Scott 
Harris both went close as 
Willenhall started well 
before a free-kick from the 
left on 13 minutes saw both 
Simon Laidley and Mattie 
Dorgan have efforts blocked. 

But, with their first real 
chance on 17 minutes, 
Dudley took the lead. Rion 
Mills Francis was found in 
space on the left and he 
calmly lifted his shot over 
the advancing Steve Booth. 

He then doubled Dudley’s 
advantage 11 minutes later 
when he curled a shot into 
the corner via Booth’s touch 
and the far post. 

The Lockmen should have 
had a penalty on 34 minutes 
when Jamel Fuller was 
pulled back in the box. 

The Robins were reduced 
to 10 men just before the 
break when keeper Tom 
Harper dismissed for delib¬ 
erate hand-ball outside the 
box. 

A quick break by Mills 
down the left set up his 
strike partner Dominik 
Watson to score. 

Dudley rounded off the 
scoring when Booth made a 
one-handed save only to see 
Tom Overfield fire home the 
loose ball. The Reds round 
off this year’s campaign at 
home against Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Casuals on Saturday. 

Warning to 
the slackers 

HARDLINE Kenny Jackett 
has warned Wolves slackers 
Bakary Sako and Leigh Grif¬ 
fiths he will not tolerate 
another display like Satur¬ 
day’s as he declared the 
battle is on for their places. 

The Molineux head coach 
also insisted he hasn’t 
thought about cashing in on 
Sako in January and backed 
the winger to return to form. 

Jackett accused his top 
scorers of a lack of workrate 
after hauling both off at half¬ 
time of the 2-0 defeat by MK 
Dons. 

“Sako and Griffiths have 
got to respond in the right 
way,” said Jackett. 

“They can’t put in a first 
45 minutes like they did 
because it wasn’t enough. 

“They have to work 
harder because I was disap¬ 
pointed in what they did and 
they know their standards 
have to be kept up. “ 

Asked if Sako’s place is 
under threat, Jackett said: 
“I’ll see how he responds.” 


Loss of identity led to loss of Baggies boss 



Steve Clarke - sacked 


STEVE CLARKE can call on some 
high-powered testimonials as to the 
quality of his work. 

Five-star managers, former and 
current internationals - all have 
been unanimous about Clarke’s 
abilities, certainly as a coach. 

But the axe has fallen in support 
of one of the game’s oldest adages. 
All teams eventually assume the 
personality of the man at the helm 
and under their quiet and undemon¬ 
strative head coach, Albion had 
become anonymous. 

Like the names Clarke can put on 
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his CV the Baggies have an impres¬ 
sive roster, by easy consent their 
most impressive of the Premier 
League era. 

But they have become neither one 
thing nor the other in a year of deep¬ 
ening decline; all the glitter is on 
paper when it needs to be on the 
pitch. 

After one-and-a-half seasons, it is 
difficult to know what Clarke’s 
Albion stand for, what their identity 
is. He certainly never seemed to 


settle on a best team. They have an 
array of attacking weaponry, but 
struggle to score goals. The stylish, 
possession-based passing football 
now comes only in fits and starts. 

A defence that was the basis of his 
predecessor’s success, has lost its 
certainty. Albion don’t surrender 
meekly, but neither do they take 
games by the scruff of the neck. 

In the eyes of supporters, Clarke 
was a reactive manager and not pro¬ 
active, a man who seemed to 
approach games making sure he 
didn’t lose it before he tried to win it. 


There have been times in the 
club’s Premier League story when 
that would have been acceptable - 
but not when he has such an impres¬ 
sive array of offensive talent at his 
disposal. 

All of this has combined to cost 
him his place and when the brutality 
of the moment has passed the 50- 
year-old Scot with the blue chip con¬ 
tacts book may view his first spell in 
charge as a missed opportunity. 

He wanted to preach caution still 
when The Hawthorns was primed 
for greater adventure. 


SADDLERS VICTORY 
TAMES THE SHREWS 


Shrewsbury 0 Walsall 1 

WALSALL have kept calm, carried on 
and to just a hint of relief now got the 
result their football merited and 
needed. 

A nagging four-game sequence without a win had 
raised the familiar critique of the Saddlers being all 


pass and no punch. 

But the season is back on 
course and Dean Smith’s 
team can point to the virtues 
of ‘keeping the faith’ and 
sticking to his team’s 
admirable game plan. 

Five weeks on from the FA 
Cup mauling of Shrewsbury, 
the League One neighbours 
met again at a different 
venue and with Graham 
Turner’s team fortified by 
the loan market. 

The outcome, however, 
was much the same; a couple 
of goals shy this time but in 
essence the unmistakeable 
impression that Dean 
Smith’s men have got the 
measure of the Shrews. 

Tormenting 

After tormenting this 
opposition for four-fifths of 
this contest, no-one at 
Greenhous Meadow on Sat¬ 
urday could dispute the Sad¬ 
dlers can lay claim to being 
one of the third tier’s most 
attractive teams. 

It is a label that comes 
with a cautionary note about 
an end-product - the Sad¬ 
dlers are still barely running 
at a goal a game - but with 
Milan Lalkovic’s solitary 
strike early in the second- 
half proving enough to win 
this one Smith ruefully 
remarked: “At least this 
week I might not be asked 
about strikers for once...” 
His frustration at the 
running grumble is under- 
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standable. Of course he 
would love to have the 
budget to find a goalscorer 
significantly better than he 
possesses - but he hasn’t 
and there would be no guar¬ 
antee that a different beast 
wouldn’t upset the eco¬ 
system of the most fluid and 
fluent Walsall team we have 
seen in years. 

Supporting that view was 
the outstanding perform¬ 
ance of Craig Westcarr and, 
just behind him, Romaine 
Sawyers. 

It is probably a metaphor 
for the whole issue that 
Westcarr produced the most 
complete all-round display 
of front running it is possible 
to imagine ... minus, of 
course, a goal. 

But Walsall mixed up 
their game very cleverly in 
testing conditions and West¬ 
carr was the man who made 
it work. 

The Saddlers were not 
afraid to turn Shrewsbury’s 
defenders around. 

Lalkovic’s very sure¬ 
footed execution of a chance 
set up by Sawyers and a 
stray Shrewsbury defender 
who played him and Baxen- 
dale on-side. That sent 
Walsall through on goal. 

Lalkovic deferred the pass 
to his colleague as Chris 
Weale was drawn, rounded 
and a shot deposited. 



Craig Westcarr battling it out with Darren Jones during the away match against Shrewsbury Town 


Lalkovic 
keeping 
the faith 

MATCH-WINNER Milan 
Lalkovic insisted Walsall’s 
play-off ambitions are 
genuine after the Saddlers’ 
return to winning ways. 

Dean Smith’s men ended 
a four-game run without a 
win with a second victory 
over Shrewsbury. 

It was a win which ended 
fears that a recent dip in 
results could sabotage their 
League One campaign. 

Lalkovic was delighted at 
the second-half strike that 
clinched victory and urged 
fans to keep the faith as they 
face a busy holiday pro¬ 
gramme starting with the 
weekend visit of Carlisle. 

“This is a team which can 
definitely reach the play¬ 
offs, there is no doubt in my 
mind about that,” he said. 

“There are games we 
should have won but some¬ 
times that happens - we 
were getting chances but the 
ball just wouldn’t go in. You 
don’t need a big scoreline to 
get three points. You don’t 
have to win 5-0 all the time.” 

“One-nil will do and with 
the players that we have 
here, we will score goals. 

“We should have beaten 
Crawley, we should have 
beaten Port Vale I think - 
but sometimes games are 
like that. The important 
thing is we keep playing and 
making chances.” 

MK Dons damage 
wolves'chances 

Wolves 0 MK Dons 2 

BACK-TO-BACK defeats 
without scoring has at least 
loosened the nuts on Wolves’ 
promotion bandwagon a 
little, if not seen the wheels 
come off. 

Patrick Bamford’s goal on 
the half hour shattered the 
flimsy platform Wolves’ 
half-hearted shots had 
created and Ben Reeves fin¬ 
ished thejob. 
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